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The truck was fully involved with fire when first units arrived. 
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Photo by Sheryl Drost 

Total Loss 

 

     November 14, a 9-1-1 caller reported a fire at the 
storage units off Rockton Road.  All three fire stations 
were dispatched.  Chief Presley arrived first on scene 
and reported that a vehicle was fully involved with 
fire.                                               . . .See inside for all the details 
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Fire Destroys Vehicle   Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

November 14, firefighters from all three fire stations were 
dispatched to a report of a fire at the storage units off Rockton 
Road.  Fire Chief Oscar Presley arrived first on scene and 
reported that the fire was at the storage units off Metric Drive. It 
was a fully involved vehicle. Firefighters quickly extinguished 
the fire. The driver and two pets were not injured. The driver 
said that he was having mechanical problems with the vehicle 
and it backfired, thus starting the fire.  
 

 

Lt. Tom Aaker is line officer as Joe Quast (on nozzle) and Chad Radke make 

quick work of putting out the fire.   

 
Nikia Alexander, Troy Vail, and Bob Stark finish putting out the fire. 

 

Machine Fire  Photo by Sheryl Drost 

 

 
November 23, units responded to Regal Beloit on Rockton Road 
for a machine on fire.  Employees using fire extinguishers had 
the fire out before any units arrived. The area was checked and 
all units released from the scene.  

 

Hand Grenade Found Along Creek 
Photo by Chief Presley 
 

 
The Deputy in heavy protective gear carries the grenade to the collection unit. 

 

     November 17, a man was walking along the creek bed behind 
Anjali Drive found a hand grenade.  9-1-1 was called and the 
Winnebago Sheriff’s Hazardous Devices and Explosives Squad 
was dispatched.  The area was secured and the fire department 
was called to have an engine and ambulance on stand-by. A 
deputy in full bomb gear then retrieved the grenade and secured 
it in the Hazardous Device Container Unit. The grenade was 
then taken to the quarry off Swanson Rd.  The HDES Deputy 
said he thought it was a real grenade, however, he believed it to 
be inert.  So, C4 was wrapped around it and it was detonated 
safely in the quarry and taken in for inspection. 

 

VFW on Fire?  Photo by Sheryl Drost 
 

 
 

     November 17, a 9-1-1 caller 
reported that fire was through the roof 
at the VFW on Second Street. First in 
units found a little smoke in the 
bathroom but luckily there was no 
fire. Firefighters accessed the attic 
over the restroom and found the 
culprit – a ceiling fan.  Power was 
shut off to the unit, the building aired 
out, and the business was informed to 
call a repair person.  

 

Left, Firefighter Mike Pierson and John 

Donavan help check for fire. 
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Accidents  Photos by Sheryl Drost & Chief Oscar Presley 

 

        
11/12/2004 1500 West Lane (Hwy 173) 

 

                  
11/15/2004 I-90 mm 73 

 

   
                                                                                                     11/16/2004 Hwy 173 & Mitchell Road 

 

    
11/19/04 I-90 mm75 

 

     

                                                                                                               11/29/2004 Hwy 173 & Orlando 



The Firehouse Scene – December 2004 

 4

 
 

 

 

           Times Rekindled 
 

Virgil Johnson joined the department in the 70’s.  He was on 
the department for 15 years before retiring at the rank of 
Captain. Virgil and Jack Brown became the department’s second 
and third paramedics after Chief Presley. Virgil received the 
VFW Firefighter of the Year Award in 1984.  He was very 
involved with Terry Pitkus investigating arson fires and doing 
fire prevention with the schools. He used to take the whole week 
of Fire Prevention off work to help out. He believes that the 
department’s aggressive approach to fire prevention has 
definitely helped lead to less fires, injuries, and deaths in our fire 
district. 

 
Chief Presley and Virgil are the two on the right above 

     His first fire was a bedroom fire on 
Hononegah Rd... (Pictured left, Virgil is 
firefighter on the right). They arrived at 
the scene and laddered the home only to 
find another firefighter had reached the 
fire from inside.  He said the Chief told 
him he did a good job in laddering the 
building though.  The largest fire he 
remembers was the big Ralston Feed 
Mill fire in Argyle on June 10, 1978.  
The building was already fully involved 
so they just hit exposures, but the fire 
was so hot it damaged the trucks.   His 
most memorable call was when he was 
working a code on an elderly gentleman 

and on the third try with the defibrillator; the man went into 
normal sinus rhythm and lived a few more years.  His funniest 
call he says was when then firefighter Ken O’Dell was driving 
the old rescue truck with 3 of them in it and a fire extinguisher 
went off in the truck.  Virgil’s wife was following them and said 
they looked like McHales Navy when all of the sudden the truck 
stopped, smoke billowed out as the guys piled out.  Then they all 
jumped back in and continued on their way.   
     Virgil says things were a little different back then than they 
are now. Virgil reminisces, “Our first ambulance was our rescue 
truck.  We had to move one fender well over to make room for a 
cot.  3 or 4 of us had fire phones in our homes and after we took 
a call the fire siren would be set off.  Some of us tried to get to 
the station and get a truck out before the siren quit.  It became 
quite the contest!  But then people would see your blue light 
back then and would get out of the way.  We rode on the back of 
the fire trucks and I can remember one time when Dick Lang 
almost fell off, but we managed to grab him and pull him back 

on. They eventually made us wear harnesses and then we finally 
got trucks with crew seats.  We had heavy wooden ladders and 
wore knee length red rubber coats which on me went almost to 
my ankles.  Before the traffic lights were installed on highway 
251 and Bridge Street, I remember a newspaper article saying 
something about over 30 people had died in accidents there over 
the years.  I believe since then there haven’t been any deaths!  
The best difference from then and now in the medical field is 
that Paramedics have such high quality of equipment and 
vehicles to treat and safely get the victims to the hospital.  It’s 
come a long way from what we started with.” 

 
In Oct. 2001, Virgil came out of 
retirement and rejoined the dept. in the 
Fire Prevention Division.  He joined a 
group of 6 retired personnel that are 
very active with preplanning and 
inspections of businesses in the district.  
November 14, 2004, Virgil was 
promoted to Lt. of the Fire Prevention 
Division.  Congratulations Virgil! 
 

******************************************* 

Broken Water Pipe  Photo by Sheryl Drost 
 

 
Mike Morrison and Marty Green check the basement for the water shutoff. 

 

     Dec. 4, fire units were sent to 5414 Reimer Dr. for a broken 
water pipe.  Firefighters found that an outside pipe had broken 
and was spraying water everywhere. The shutoff was quickly 
located in the basement and the water shut off to the pipe.  
 

New Engine Almost Ready 

 

December 7th Deputy 
Chief Schoonover, 
Captain Tim Schrader, 
Lt. Jay Alms, and 
Trustee Jerry Ocker 
made a trip to Pierce to 
inspect the new Engine 
702.  As you can see in 
the picture left the paint 
is on and it won’t be 
long. It sure will make a 
great Christmas present! 
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Congratulations to Harlem-Roscoe Firefighter Jerry 
McCormick and his new wife Amy on their wedding December 
4th. It was a beautiful candlelit evening wedding at Faith 
Lutheran Church.  Then, in true firefighter fashion, they were 
delivered to their reception at the Firehouse Pub by the 
department’s aerial truck.  Afterwards it was off to Mexico for 
their Honeymoon. 

 

 

Chaplains Corner 
By Chaplain Jim Cole 
 

     What a week!  First, my wife 
trips as she goes up the back porch 
steps, and we end up taking her to 
the hospital, where we find she has a 
subdural hematoma. Sunday 
afternoon they did surgery on her 
head to relieve pressure. After she 
thought about it She remembered 
that she had fallen at the Fire 
Chaplains meeting in Louisville in 
mid-October, and bumped her head.  
Well, she has survived the surgery, 
and is, thankfully, on the mend.  She 
appreciates the get-well card from 
the Fire Department. 

     To finish up the week, we celebrated our 50th wedding anniversary 
on Sunday afternoon at the United Methodist Church.  A rough count 
shows that about 130 people showed up.   Most of the cake went - 
though I made sure they saved a corner piece for me (there is more 
frosting on the corner!).  It was wonderful to have all of my family 
there, even a niece and nephew, and their spouses, from Virginia. They 
came to surprise us, and they did. (Pictured above is Jim & wife Betty 
Lou at the party) 
     The incident with Betty made me think, though.  You never know 
what a day will bring.  Betty's problem was relatively simple.  But I 
have been to many funerals, and been on enough fire and ambulance 
runs (20 years as a volunteer before retiring and becoming a chaplain) 
to know that life can take a tragic turn out of the blue. Not everyone 
dies at a comfortable old age.  And if not death, then tragic 
circumstances that may leave one crippled, destitute, or whatever.  
     I don't know about you, but my faith makes the essential difference 
in dealing with life as it comes.  When life collapses around me, God is 
there to lean on. I would be willing to share on a more personal way 
with anyone who wants to do so. 
 

Winter Safety Tips 
 By Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson - Health and Safety Officer 
 

     With winter upon us, it may be important to keep these following 
tips in mind. 
     Before you lay down for that nice winter nap it may be a good idea 
to take that extra two seconds to dress appropriately.   Place your shoes 
and socks in a place where you can quickly find them. Keep your 
vehicle backed in your driveway for that quick response and have your 
key ready. If you vehicle is parked outside, place a piece of cardboard 
over the windshield. This will help keep your windshield clear and cut 
down on that hard winter frost.  
     When responding to the station, be aware of the road conditions. 
Watch your speed and adjust it accordingly. If you’re involved in an 
accident, you’re not serving the community in their time of need. 
Apparatus drivers should address the road conditions as well. Pump 
operators keep in mind you should re-circulate the water in your pump 
and tank to prevent freezing. When hose lines are stretched and 
charged, keep the bale on the nozzle cracked to keep water moving. 
There is nothing worse than a frozen hose line.  
     Fire Personnel, I can’t stress enough the importance of dressing 
properly. Take that extra time to dress. We want to prevent frostbite at 
all costs. It may be wise to have a pair of mittens or extra pair of gloves 
in case your firefighting gloves become wet. When the incident 
commander sends crews to Rehab, get inside the ambulance or rescue 
squad and take off your wet gear and give your body a chance to warm 
up. If available, take in warm fluids. Keep a dry pair of socks at the 
station. 
     While working at scenes, use extreme caution when working on icy 
surfaces. Roads as well as stairs or steep grades may have ice built up 
on them. This may make carrying tools or simply walking very difficult. 
All apparatus should have ice melt ready for these conditions. Take 
extra precautions when on rooftops. Don’t forget the basics when 
performing ventilation.  
     I hope some of these tips will keep you safe while responding and 
working at the fire scene. You’re worth it!  Happy Holidays and stay 
safe. 

 

EMS Corner  By Lt. John Bergeron EMS Coordinator  

 

• There is an EMT-B class starting Tuesday, January 11, 2005.  The 
class will be 16 weeks with additional 6 hours extrication and 20 
clinical hours.  The class will be held at the OSF NIEMS Center 
for Health location. The prerequisites for the class are 18-years of 
age and high school diploma/GED. H-R firefighters must have 
probationary time done on the fire department to be considered for 
this class.  All applications must be signed by EMS Coordinator 
Lt. John Bergeron by December 20.   

• The new OSFNIEMS protocols should be out the beginning of Jan.  
I will try to obtain as many copies as I can.  

• Please be advised that with the New Year approaching, we are 
going to start the EMS continuing education here at the 
department.  The classes will be on specific Tuesday nights in 
conjunction with fire training.  As part of the hours that are given, 
EMS articles are a means of accruing CEU hours.  I will 
photocopy a test out of JEMS magazine and keep them in the 
lounge along with the appropriate month’s magazine.  If you are 
interested in doing this, please read the article and do the quiz.  
Please copy your answer sheet and place in my box outside of the 
training division room.  Also I will start to keep track (along with 
yourself) of any EMS trainings you receive either with the 
department or outside classes.  Please copy any certificates, or 
trainings that receive either with the department or outside classes.  
Please copy any certificates, or trainings that are signed on the 
CEU sheet.  If you need any of the sheets to keep track of your 
hours, please contact me.  IF there are any questions, please feel 
free to contact me. 
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Operation Shoebox 
 

 
     After accepting a donation from Deputy 
Chief Kirk Wilson, Captain Mike Drost, and 
Dispatcher Tracy Wilson on behalf of the 
Harlem-Roscoe Fire Department, several 
students involved with Operation Shoebox 
posed for a picture. Hononegah High School’s 
Music Honor Society (Tri-M) sponsored a 
drive to collect supplies to fill at least 100 
shoeboxes to send to our brave men and 
women serving in Iraq.  Letters were sent out 
to the community asking for donations such as 
toothbrushes, beef jerky, hand sanitizer, wet 
wipes, Q-Tips, deodorant, band aids, etc. The 
soldiers must purchase these personal items out 
of their own pocket.  The kids thought that by 
collecting these items and sending them over 
seas that it would be a good way to let the 
soldiers know they care and are thinking about 
them. We agreed and took over a donation.  
 

Rockford Firefighters in Iraq 

 

 
     Rockford Firefighter Lanny Wong holds an 
ornament he designed and is selling as a 
fundraiser for local firefighters in Iraq. It has 
area fire department names listed around the 
outside of the ornament and it is really quite 
nice. The cost is only $5.00 an ornament. 
 

Teen Driver Wins Bet 
     Former H-R Deputy 
Chief Mackenthun’s 
daughter Alana recently 
stopped by to see the 
Chief to collect on their 
bet.  You see, Chief 
Presley will bet a six 
pack of pop to any new 

driver that they will have a driving infraction 
(ticket, accident, etc.) in their first 6 months of 
driving.  Well, Alana passed her 6-month mark 
and came in to collect.  Good Job Alana and 
keep up the good driving!  The Chief says out 
of all the bets he has made with kids, Alana is 
only the 4th time he has had to pay up! 

In Memory of 9-11 
 

 
     Penny Wallace wanted to do 
something in remembrance of those that 
lost their lives on 9-11by doing something 
for those that serve locally. So being a 
Home and Garden Party sales person she 
decided to host a fundraiser.  She found 
local businesses to donate money.  When 
she had enough, she bought beautiful 
American flag mugs for every firefighter 
on the department as well as framed art 

piece.  November 
14, Penny and her 
children Forest 
and Autumn 
presented the 
picture and mugs 
to the firefighters.  
 

     Thank you to 
the following businesses for their 
donation: Royal Car Wash, Home & 
Hearth, Roma Pizza, A.J. Harkin Builders, 
Village Emporium, Seiberling Associates, 
Lady of America, American Family Agent 
Larry Sreenan, Erickson Auto Parts, 
Classic Cuts, Main Street Auto Body, 
Jack’s Tire, Hale Insurance, Alvarez Café, 
ZaZu Gift Co., State Farm Agen Jim 
Blevens, Bud & Sue’s Fruit Market, O’s 
Small Engine, Jessica’s Restaurant, 
Fashion Nails, Integrative Rehabilitation 
Center, and Family Haircutting Centers.  
 
 

Please Note  
 
 

 December18 – Needy Family baskets 
will be delivered.  Firefighters, all 
help will be appreciated.  Meet at 
Station #1 at 9am.    

 
Calendars are in! The 2005 calendars are 
in and can be picked up at Station One.  
Please note though that two dates are 
incorrect on the calendar:  
 The Spring Dinner is Saturday, 

March 19, not Sunday as printed in 
the calendar. 

 The Trustee’s Appreciation Dinner 
has been moved up to February 19th.   

 
 

Birthdays 
 
 
 
 
 

December 

 
8th          Matt Lane 
10th        Chaplain Ron Ferguson 
12th        Tracy Wilson  30

th
 

13th        Nick Jackson 
19th        Shirley Schoonover 
26th        Ron Klaman 
 
January 

3rd          Jim Johnson 
5th          Matt Bush 
13th        Clint Evans 
17th        John Presley 
25th        Jerry Lund 
28th        Chad Radke 
31st        Mark Soppe 
 

January Breakfast Crew 

Brad Knipp, Mike Powell,  
Doug Wolfe, Amber Drost, 

Tim Schrader, & Tim Bergeron. 
 
 

 
 

        Total Calls 

 

                    November   2004 
 

        Medicals -       95    997       

        Accidents -     11     167      

        Fires -             14     132      

        Misc. -             24    214      

      Total              144   1510 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The Firehouse Scene is a 

monthly newsletter produced by the 

Harlem-Roscoe Fire Protection 

District.  The paper is written and 

assembled by Photographer Sheryl 

Drost, final edit by Chief Oscar 

Presley, and printed by Premier 

Printing in Machesney Park.  The 

newsletter is available at Station 

One - 10544 Main Street in Roscoe 

and on the department’s website 

wwwharlemroscoefire.com after 

the second Sunday of each month. 
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  By Chief Oscar Presley 

      As we go about finishing this year 
and get ready to start another, I wish to 
share some of the many accomplishments 
and projects from this past year.  As you 
know, I am extremely proud of our new 
training tower and the use it is getting.  
We have soon to be delivered a new 
engine that will be housed at Station #2 
on Ralston Road.  And, a new heavy-duty 

rescue squad should arrive in April after it is on display at the 
FDIC Convention in Indianapolis RCA Dome. We also have a 
new 20-foot technical rescue trailer in service and have hosted a 
couple of classes on how the equipment is to be used.  And, now 
under construction on the west end of Station #1 is our 
maintenance/service bay addition.  
     We have made changes to our divisions, meetings, and 
project organization.  Our in-house computers are now wireless 
at all three stations and we are working on going wireless out in 
the field.  We just had 12 new recruits finish 100 plus hours of 
training and are now responding to calls.  Yes, a lot of work, 
training, and planning has and will continue to be a priority for 
all of us.  This is shown for example with our extrication team 
when they finished 6th in the nation or three of our firefighters 
receiving State Certificates of Honor for a rescue - making us all 
very proud.   
     Our monthly Firehouse Scene newsletter and our website 
(www.harlemroscoefire.com) keep the public up to date on how 
busy we are!  There is activity at the station nearly every 
evening – trainings, working, planning, and hosting events.  Our 
community involvement is also quite an active project.  Our 
inspectors checking commercial buildings are making a safer 
community for all. We also enjoy the many tours of young 
people.   
      I hope you realize firefighters that your efforts make a 
difference and I am proud of all that you do as does our public!  
You do a great job as so does your family for letting you do this 
important job. I close with wishing my fire personnel – my most 
valuable help, their families, and our friends a wonderful 
Christmas.  And may we all have a fruitful New Year. Again, 
Thanks for everything… Chief Oscar Presley 

 

 

Note: Will Oscar be right on again this year?  Help us keep count. 

Any snow counts that a dog or cat can leave prints in. 

 

News From Florida  
By Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell 
 

     Paula and I recently spent time in Florida and caught up with 
Lt. Bill Sabin and his wife Joan who were in Ft. Myers. We also 
met up with Bud and Sharon who are friends from Wisconsin.  
We all went to a flea market and I tell you those women found 
such good deals that we almost went and rented a truck to get 
them all home…(Editors note: Now I hear that Bill and Ken 

were the ones that found all the deals and needed a truck!).  We 
then spent another day at the beach and then Bill and I went 
golfing with John Fisher and you have to ask Bill about golfing 
with one golf club!  Bill had bought a new club at the flea 
market and was so happy with it that he ended up using just that 
one club for the whole game of golf!  We saw a lot of the 
hurricane damage.  Luckily Bill & Joan’s home received little 
damage from all of the hurricanes.  
     One of the days we were in Florida, Bill and I went to visit 
former Harlem-Roscoe Firefighter Chuck Poveromo who lives 
nearby and had coffee and doughnuts with him.  Chuck is having 
fun and is enjoying retirement in Florida, although he did put his 
wife back to work. Chuck weathered all the hurricanes just fine. 
Chuck joined a division of FEMA and is in charge of 
communications (radios).  He was sent to Port St. Lucie when 
Hurricane Francis hit and was there for 3 days working 12 hours 
on and 12 hours off.  Chuck is also in charge of lighting at their 
Community Center.  Chuck said he can get into the shows for 
free…ha ha.  They were decorating for their Christmas show 
when we were there.   

     Then on one of 
our side trips while 
we were at Lake 
Okeechobee, I 
noticed a familiar 
fire truck just 
sitting outside a 

maintenance garage.  It was Harlem-Roscoe’s old 706 Engine!  
Of course I had to take a picture! 

 

I’d also like to take this opportunity to wish all the fire 
personnel and their families a safe and joyous 
Christmas …Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell 

 
 

Winter Weather Lore   from the Poor ole George Calendar… 

• If there is a snowstorm on the first Sunday there will be snow 
every Sunday in that month. 

• If a flower which normally blooms but once a year, blooms twice 
during the season, look for a cold winter 

• In the fall when trees turn extremely bright in color, there will 
most likely be a bad winter ahead. 

• If snowflakes are large, the snow storm will not last long. 

• A cold November means a mild winter. 

• On cold days when fire in the fireplace sputters and cracks, it will 
snow within three days. 

• When small patches of snow linger on for several days after all 
other snow has left, it means there is more coming soon. 

• A green Christmas means a white Easter. 

• Unusually warm weather during the first week in August indicates 
a white winter. 

• If worms stay near the surface of the ground, there will be a mild 
winter. 

 

Oscar  

Predicts… 

 

34 

Snowfalls 

 

33 left as of 

December 10! 
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 Training Recap by Captain Don Shoevlin 
   As most of you are aware by now, we had 11 probationary 
firefighters sworn in on November 21. These individuals are all 
to be commended for their dedication and commitment they 
have made to date.  They have completed approximately 110 
hours of training prior to being able to respond to a call.   And 
they are not done yet.  They all will be continuing on to 
complete the requirements for firefighter II certification.  This is 
the first class to use the new training facility as well as 
incorporate the firefighter II curriculum.  Yes, we had minor 
problems, but after all, it was new to all of us.  The class had to 
be patient with some things and we as instructors thank them.  It 
will improve as we continue to use the facility.  I would like to 
thank all the individuals who took time out of their personal 
lives to help train these individuals.  It would not be possible 
without a team effort! 
     It has been a year of training changes for us and we look 
forward to a challenging year in 2005.  May you all have a safe 
and Happy Holiday Season!        
 

New Recruits Sworn In 
November 21, 11 new probationary firefighters were sown in by 
Harlem-Roscoe Fire Trustees Jim Burdick and Jerry Ocker.  
Kevin Keen will be sworn in at the next meeting. 

 

                      

L-r Andrew Willis, Eric Wainwrigh t, Tony Montalbano, Radi Huggard, Ryan 

Bussey, Clint Evans, Don Fish, Robert Gonia, Chris Kaiser, and Eve Salstrom 

are given the oath by Harlem-Roscoe Fire Trustee Jim Burdick. 

                                 

                                  
 

 

 

Final Burn 

The recruits were put through the paces one more time at the 
training facility during their final burn. Evolutions inside the 
tower, outside the tower, and on the tower were conducted.  
 

 
Instructor Jim Johnson sends two lines to attack the propane tank fire prop. 

 

 
All recruits took a turn at putting out the car fire prop. 

 

Left, New Firefighters - L-r kneeling, Tony Montalbano, Ryan Bussey, Larry Orsborn, Don Fish, Eric Wainwright, and standing l-r Radi Huggard,  Chris Kaiser, 

Clint Evans, Robert Gonia, Andrew Willis, and Eve Salstrom.  Instructors, l-r on firetruck, Aaron Miller, Captain Mike Drost, Lt. Bob Hamilton, Chad Radke, Jim 

Johnson, Deputy Chief John Presley, Captain Don Shoevlin, Lt. Tom Aaker, and Jerry McCormick.  Right, new recruits go through ladder training evolutions. 
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Ryan Bussey 
Ryan is single and is taking Fire Science 
classes at Rock Valley College.  He enjoys 
hunting, fishing, and paint ball. Ryan will be 
running out of Station #3. 
 
 

 
 

Clint Evans 
Clint is single and works for Larsen’s 
Excavating. Clint attended Carthage College 
and holds a Bachelors degree in both 
Sociology and Social Science.  He enjoys 
fishing and hunting and will be running out 
of Station #1. 
 

 

Don Fish  
Don (nickname Fish) is married to wife 
Melissa and they are expecting their first 
child.  Don is a Paramedic for Superior 
Ambulance and is an ACES Training Center 
faculty member.  He served 2 years on West 
Mont Fire and is new to the area.  He is FFII 
Certified. He enjoys  spending time with his 

family and working on his wife’s honey do list. Don will be 
running out of Station #1. 
 

Robert Gonia 
Robert (Rob) is single and is a Paramedic 
for A-Tec Ambulance.  He also is co-owner 
of CA Carpet Cleaner and Restoration.  Rob 
served 4 years in the army as a Psy Ops 
Specialist.  He is also working on degrees in 
Criminal Justice and Fire Science.  Rob 
enjoys sports and white water rafting and 

will be running out of Station #1. 
 

Radi Huggard 
Radi is single and has a son Radonis age 2 
1/2.  He works for the Janesville Mall. He 
enjoys models and car magazines.  Radi will 
be running out of Station #3. 
 

 

 

Chris Kaiser 
Chris is single and works as a Paramedic for 
Lifeline Ambulance.  Chris’s father was Fire 
Chief for 30 years with Andalusia Edgington 
Fire Department so Chris grew up in a fire 
department and fought his first fire at age 
14.  His brother is also the training officer 

for that department. Chris enjoys skiing and cooking and will be 
running out of Station #1. 

Kevin Keen 
Kevin and wife Debbie have been married 12 
years.  He has 3 children – Kyle 22, Victoria 
14, and Allen 8.  Kevin works for Liebovich 
Brothers.  He has served on Bass Lake FD for 
3 years and West Suburban FD for 2 years. 
Kevin is a FFII, Certified Wild Land 

Firefighter, Hazardous Materials Technician, and an EMT-B.  
He is an electronic fanatic as well as in to computers and enjoys 
fishing and hunting.  Kevin will be running out of Station #1   

 

Tony Montalbano 
Tony is single and works for Ferrell Gas.  
He is also taking Fire Science classes at 
Rock Valley College.  Tony enjoys fishing 
and motorcycles and will be running out of 
Station #2. 
 

 
 

Larry Orsborn  
Larry is engaged and has 3 children, Kayla - 
age 12, Jessica – age 9, and Dustin – age 6.  
He is a limo driver for J&J Limo.  Larry 
previously served 4 years with South Beloit 
Fire and is an EMT-B, FFII, and member of 
the Stateline Technical Rescue Team.  He 

also served in the Army as a paratrooper, ranger, and as a sniper. 
Larry enjoys rappelling and paint ball and will be running out of 
Station #3. 
 

 

Eve Salstrom 
Eve is single and works as a Paramedic for 
Metro Ambulance.  She has 5 years of 
college in Liberal Arts and to be a 
Paramedic.  She previously ran on the 
volunteer ambulance for Andalusia Fire.  
She enjoys reading and cooking and will be 

running out of Station #1. 
 

Eric Wainright 
Eric is engaged and is taking Fire Science 
classes at Blackhawk Technical School.  He 
enjoys hockey, rock climbing, and sky 
diving.  Eric will be running out of Station 
#3. 
 

 
 

Andrew Willis 
Andrew (Drew) is single and works for 
Home Depot.  He has an uncle that used to 
be a firefighter for Loves Park Fire.  Andrew 
enjoys exercising, motorcycles, and was life 
guard certified.  He will be running out of 
Station #2.   

 
 

Let’s Meet The New Firefighters. . .
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Needy Family Drive 
 

 
Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson and Firefighter Chad Radke graciously accept 25each 

of  fire extinguishers and smoke detectors for the needy family drive from Home 

Depot Human Resource Manager John Klonecki. 
 

     The Harlem-Roscoe Fire Needy Family Christmas Drive is 
currently in high gear.  Collection boxes or barrels are located at 
all three stations to collect non-perishable food and new toys 
from firefighters as well as from the community. The list of 
families in need is being compiled and after an inventory of 
donations the shopping will begin.  Each family on the list will 
receive a basket of food (including a turkey and fixings for a 
Christmas meal) and presents for each child in the family. And 
this year each family will receive a fire extinguisher and a smoke 

detector generously 
donated from Home 
Depot. We’d also like to 
thank the many families 
such as the Macy family 
pictured left for their 
donations. 
 

Chief Presley graciously 

accepts clothes for the needy 

family drive from the Macy 

family.  L-r Chief Presley & 

Jim, Bret, Meg, Lori, and Sean 

Macy. 

 

Senior Dinner a Big Success 

 

Thursday, November 18, Harlem 
Roscoe Fire hosted the Lion's 
Club's Senior Citizen Turkey 
Dinner to a large crowd of the 
area's seniors.  257 dinners 
consisting of turkey and all the 
trimmings were enjoyed by local 
seniors during the two hour event. 

This year tables were set up in the bay area to accommodate the 
large crowd. Compliments were plentiful and even 99-year-old 
Bill Burkman (pictured above with Chief Presley) said he will be 
back next year!   A special thank you to Firefighter/Chef John 
Donovan for cooking a great meal. The turkey and fixings were 
excellent and the compliments poured in from the seniors. 

 
A few of the “Red Hat Ladies” wore their hats to the dinner, but for those that 

forgot, we had plenty of red fire hats for them.  Above, Chief Presley poses with 

the ladies. 
 

Santa Spotted in Roscoe! 
 

  
November 26, 6 fire reindeer pulled Santa to the tree lighting ceremony at 

Riverside Park in Roscoe.  Then all the displays were lit up.  There are several 

more displays at the park this year, so drive down there and take a look. Thank 

you to Joe Quast, Aaron Miller, Paul Stanphill, Brad Delmore, and Dave Doyle 

and his son Joseph for being the reindeer and pulling the sleigh. 
 

 
A big thank you to Joe Quast and his helpers for getting a display set up from 

Harlem-Roscoe. 
 

Santa Arrives at the Fire Station 

 
Santa arrived on a fire truck to the joy of all the kids at the department’s 

children’s Christmas party on December 4. 
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Keep the Wreath Red! 
By Debbie Rykowski 

     Harlem-Roscoe Fire has started 
their “Keep the Wreath Red” fire 
safety campaign. Each of the 
Harlem-Roscoe Fire Stations has a 
large holiday wreath lit with red 
bulbs.  If there are no holiday-related 
fires, the wreath remains red.  If 
there are any fires which occur 
during the holiday season, the red 
bulb is replaced with a white one.  
By looking at the wreaths, the 

community will be able to see how “fire safe” Harlem-Roscoe Fire 
Protection District residents have been.  This program will run from 
Dec. 1 through Jan. 2.  And as of press time December 10, there were 
no white bulbs! 
     Harlem-Roscoe Fire Department personnel urge you to follow some 
of the simple safety guidelines listed below to help promote a safe 
holiday season: 
 

 If you have a real tree, be sure to check for freshness, some 
trees are cut months in advance and are already too dry on 
the tree lot.   

 Cut off about 2” of the trunk of the tree when you get home 
to improve water absorption and to keep the tree fresh 
longer. 

 Keep your freshly cut tree watered at all times. 
 Place your Christmas tree away from any open flame or 

heating devices. 
 If your real tree feels like it is getting too dry, do not turn on 

your decorative lights and take the tree out of your home for 
the safety of you and your family. 

 Use only UL (Underwriters Laboratory) tested decorative 
lighting. 

 Do not overload extension cords. 
 Check your decorative lighting cords for frays, broken 

spots, bare wires or cracks and discard if you find any 
imperfections. 

 Do not run electrical cords under carpets, rugs or heavy 
furniture. 

 Never leave home with your holiday lights on. 
 Use caution with holiday candles, fragrance burners, etc. 

never leave them burning unattended or near flammables. 
 Never burn wrapping paper, evergreen branches or 

Christmas trees in your fireplace.   
 
 

Did you know? 
According to the Alaska Department of Fish and 
Game, while both male and female reindeer grow 
antlers in the summer each year, male reindeer 
drop their antlers in the beginning of winter, 
usually late November to mid December.  Female 

reindeer retain their antlers until after they give 
birth in the spring.  Therefore, according to every historical 
rendition depicting Santa’s reindeer, every single one of them, 
from Rudolph to Blitzen, had to be a girl.  We should’ve 
known… ONLY women would be able to drag a large man in a 
red velvet suit all around the world in one night and not get 
lost…. Merry Christmas! 
 

Construction Continues… 
     Construction continues on the new maintenance addition to 
Station #1.  The bricks were delivered and all the walls have 
been completed.  A snow storm and a few days of rain have set 
the construction back a couple days, but things seem to be 
moving now.   
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Deer Alley    
 

   
Deer season is upon us and the pictures are starting to show up.  Above 
left Paramedic Bill Schieder’s son Royal shows off his first deer, an 8pt. 
164 lb buck. (Field dressed)  Right, Paramedic John Morgan shows off 
his 7pt. 185 lb buck he shot.  Ok, we have heard from the paramedics, 
how about it firemen, show us your deer. 

 
 
 

 
 

Pie Heaven!! 
 
 
 

 
Sign says it all! 

 
 

Station Gossip 

 

• Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson found one more use for the ever 
popular toilet plunger.  Ask him… 

• Rumor has it Matt Lane is a little particular about his gear 
and equipment.  Just ask the guys at Station 2. 

• Now a rumor is going around about Morgan’s arthritic deer.  
I guess the guys are teasing him that his deer was so old it 
just stood there and said shoot me. 

• Hey Donovan, We have enrolled you in “How to set outside 
keypad lock on car door” so your wife won’t get locked out 
of her car anymore!  

• New high-tech fire suppression – Milk and snow…..Ask 
Gunderson! 

• Just Great Fish….hmmmmmm 

• Can you guess which paramedic yearns for a Starsky & 
Hutch lunch box? 

• In rebuttal from the station gossip last month, Chief Presley 
said he never had Lincoln logs or Legos as a kid.  That he 
was deprived, that is why he builds now.  ☺ 

• Ask Chris and Eve where they met? It might just explain 
why Chris secretly enjoys Barbie doll collecting, figure 
skating, and Celtic games. And is a champion Curler. 

• Hey Doyle, how did you get your deer?  Shotgun, bow, car, 
and dog? 

• You know Ken, it’s not very nice of you to walk around all 
tanned.  

• Wow, there were sooo many little ones at the Christmas 
Party and we are now up to 4 more on the way! 

• Former H-R firefighter Sherry (Doyle) Keenan has moved 
back to the district from Ireland and she can’t wait to get 
back on the department with the next class.  One problem 
though Sherry, you have to quit calling Jim Daughenbaugh 
John Morgan.  I just don’t see the resemblance. ☺ 

• Joe Quast got a thrill he hasn’t had in a loooong time this 
month……check out page 2! 

 
Chief Presley and I hope you have enjoyed the 
newsletter this year as we strive to keep it 
informative and entertaining.  We have some 
regulars on board now with monthly articles and I’d 
like to thank Deputy Chiefs Kirk Wilson & John 
Presley, Chaplain Jim Cole, Debbie Rykowski, and 
newly onboard Lt. John Bergeron and Captain Don 

Shoevlin for their articles. I truly feel that input from the 
firefighters make this paper so much more.  Another special 
thanks to Tracy Wilson.  She and I are always brain 
storming and researching things to make the paper better.  
She also is our proofreader and corrects all our mistakes! As 
always, forward any suggestions or ideas to the Chief or I. 
We love your input.  2004 was a year of changes for my 
family as it was for a lot of you at Harlem-Roscoe Fire, 
some good, some bad.  If we can only embrace that when 
one door closes another opens then we will always come out 
on top.  As we enter 2005, I hope and pray for everyone that 
your dreams will come true.  And remember you may be 
only one person in the world, but you may be the world to 
one person!  Merry Christmas & Happy New Year! 

Sheryl Drost - Editor 


