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An addition under construction at the rear of the two-story home with exposed basement was burning hot and lit the sky up with an orange glow. 
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Photo by Sheryl Drost 

Total Loss 

 

     January 4, a tour of the new theatres under 

construction was cut short as firefighters responded to 

a report of a mattress on fire on Ventura Blvd. The fire 

turned out to be a fully involved structure fire.               
  . . .See page 2 for all the details 
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Winter Weather Plays Havoc at House Fire 
Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

     January 4, Harlem-Roscoe Fire Prevention Captain Bill Sabin 

had a tour arranged for Tuesday night drill for the firefighters. 

Fire trucks filed into the new Theatre (which is still under 

construction) at Hwy 173 and Mitchell Road just as the snow 

started.  At 7:32 pm while firefighters were on the tour, a call 

came in for a mattress fire on Ventura Boulevard. Station 2 

trucks headed to the scene.  First in units reported that it was 

now a structure fire, that there were exposures, and that the two 

residents were safe outside the building.  Stations 1 & 3 were 

then dispatched to the scene.   

     The department’s new Engine 702, on its maiden run, became 

the attack truck.  Firefighters quickly realized that they were in 

for a battle with the cold weather, snow piling up, and icy 

conditions.  The two-story home had an exposed basement in the 

back with an in-ground pool and a steep hill to the river.  Crews 

were sent inside to fight the fire that was now on all three levels 

of the home as well as the ice and snow covered roof to 

ventilate. Firefighter Neil Roe located the family dog inside the 

burning and smoke filled home and it followed him right outside 

and appeared fine. After a lot of hard work, the stubborn fire was 

finally completely extinguished and some very cold and 

exhausted firefighters headed for home well after midnight.   

     Fire Investigator Captain Mike Drost believes the fire to be 

accidental and that is started in a bedroom.  He says it seems one 

of the residents found a mattress on fire in the bedrooms and 

first tried to put water on it while the other resident called 9-1-1.  

He then opened two patio doors and tried to pull the mattress 

outside.  By then the fire was getting away from him. When the 

fire department got there the fire had spread up the wall, into the 

second floor, and the attic area.  The family dog was rescued but 

2 birds were lost in the fire. 
 

 
The snow was very intense at times. 

 

 
Firefighters work on the ice covered roof to get to the fire in the second floor. 

 
Firefighters get down the ladder fast as fire shoots out the ventilation hole. 

 

 
Firefighters pull more hose to get to hot spots in the basement. 

 

Firefighters Injured  Photos by Sheryl Drost 
     5 firefighters were injured during this fire. Chris Scott with 

minor burns to the face and heat exhaustion, Mike Pierson with 

minor burns on his ear, Neil Roe with a hurt shoulder, Jerry 

McCormick with a cut finger, and Matt Lane with smoke 

inhalation and heat  exhaustion. Matt Lane was the only one that 

needed a transport to the hospital.  He was treated and released.   
 

  
     Upper left, Nikia Alexander brings injured firefighter Matt Lane down off the 

roof as Mike Sherbon and Kevin Keen secure the ladder, Right, Mike Sherbon, 

Nikia Alexander, and Paramedic Keith Lincoln guide Mike Powell as he fireman 

carries Matt to the waiting gurney.  
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Ice Rescue   
Story & Photo by Sheryl Drost 

     December 23, Harlem-

Roscoe’s aerial truck, 751, was 

dispatched to the Roscoe Road 

Bridge to help the police 

retrieve a black garbage bag 

someone had spotted on the 

ice.  I remember thinking I’m 

getting this great picture of the 

aerial picking up what may be 

just a bag of garbage. 

     The bridge was shut down 

to traffic and the aerial set up 

extending the bucket out over 

the bridge and above the bag.  

Captain Kirk Wilson and Firefighter Aaron Miller made their way out to the bucket with a rope and a pike pole.  They tied the pike 

pole to the end of the rope.  Aaron then lowered the pole down to the bag and hooked it. They then pulled the bag up to the bucket.  

Deputy Chief Wilson then climbed back to the bridge and handed over the bag to the waiting Winnebago County Sheriff Deputies and 

Roscoe Police Officers. 

     It was later released that the contents of the bag were linked to a local crime scene and used to arrest a suspect.  So now the pictures 

I took take on a whole new life. Two local papers even used one of them on their front pages.   

******************************************************************************************* 

Water Pipe Breaks Photos by Sheryl Drost 
      December 26, H-R Firefighters responded 

to 407 Morning Cloak for a report of water 

coming through the ceiling in two lower 

apartments.  The two renters of lower 

apartments noticed a lot of water running 

down the walls and from a ceiling light 

(pictured left) and called for help because the 

upstairs tenant was not home.  A water 

department employee was finally located by 

phone and arrived to shut the water off to that 

unit.   

 

 
One of the tenants shows Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell and some firefighters the 

water that is running down into her garage from the upstairs apartment. 

From the Chief’s Desk. 

 

      We just finished our calendar year with 1697 runs!  As our fiscal 

year ends in April but we must start planning now.  We need to plan for 

what is needed in the future; by doing so there will be new problems to 

contend with.  We must contend with large subdivisions being planned, 

commercial growth, road work, as well as our normal run of calls.  I 

think all of us will be busy dealing with our expanding community we 

service plus all our programs that are advancing.  If we can all work 

together as a team, we can accomplish a lot this coming year.  Yes, you 

are very important to the district and we are depending on every one of 

you to do as much as possible to help.  Our public is also depending on 

you. I am very proud of your dedication and response.  Let’s have 

another good year.   …Oscar 
 

 
Construction continues on the new addition to Station One. Above, workers get 

ready to tarp the building so they can keep areas warm. 
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Accidents  Photos by Sheryl Drost & Chief Oscar Presley 

 

 

   
                                                               12/10/04 Williams & Hwy 251                                                                                    12/18/04 Melbourne Ave. 

 

   

                               12/18/04  Prairie Hill Road at White School Road                                                                               12/19/04 303 McCurry 
 

  
12/31/04 Forest Hills & Hwy 251 

 

    
                                               01/01/05 Hwy. 251 & Elevator – 1st Accident                                                          01/01/05 Hwy 251 & Elevator Road – 2nd Accident 
 

    
               12/26/04 Hwy 251 &Elevator Road                                                                               01/05/05  6121 Elevator Road 
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Let it Snow  By Sheryl Drost 

     We haven’t had any really bad snow falls in 

a few years, so I guess we were overdue for 

the 6-11 inch snow we got on January 4th & 

5th. But throughout the history of the fire 

department there have been some memorable 

snowfalls. The department has always risen to 

the need however using volunteer’s 4-wheel drives 

and snowmobiles where needed.  The department keeps a list of 

firefighters and locals that have 4-wheel drive pickups, plows, 

and snowmobiles that can be called up at a moments notice.  If 

an extreme storm is expected teams of snowmobiles and trucks 

are actually mobilized at the stations and crews put on standby.   

     Chief Oscar Presley and Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell recall 

many times the department has helped during snow storms. 

Oscar said the firefighters would go out and pick up nurses so 

they can get to work, that they would run the roads looking for 

stranded motorists or people needing help, and that they would 

use the snowmobiles to get into areas where the trucks couldn’t 

to bring out patients.  Ken adds that once they even used 

snowmobiles to look for a lost child.   

     They both also reminisced about a rescue after a big snow 

back in 1980.  It seems Roscoe resident Leonard Porter had went 

to get out a truck to move snow for the village and fell and broke 

his leg on Chestnut Street near 1st Street.  Chief Presley was the 

only paramedic at the time and luckily he had stood by at the fire 

station during the snowstorm and was able to get the ambulance 

out. The ambulance was the old 741 rescue truck and luckily it 

was a 4-wheel drive. Everyone was snowed in, but Ken arrived 

on his snowmobile and had to go pick up an EMT which 

happened to be Virgil Johnson from his home on Second Street.  

Oscar had to park the ambulance at the street and the three used 

the snowmobile to get to the patient and bring him out. 

      Ken adds that we have several firefighters with trucks and 

snowmobiles, but the biggest advantage we have today when 

there is a major snowstorm is that we have firefighters that work 

for the local municipalities that have access to the bigger plows 

and equipment.   

     So, rest assured that if one of those 34 snows Oscar has 

predicted is extreme that Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters and EMS 

have ways to get to the residents of our district in an emergency. 

 

 

 

One Truck Arrives 

 
702 made its first run on January 4 at the Ventura Fire. 

 

      Harlem-Roscoe Fire received an early Christmas gift when 

the department’s new Engine 702 arrived on December 22.  The 

new engine will be housed at Station Two and was quickly put 

into service.  The truck is a 2005 Pierce Enforcer with a 6 seater 

NFP required enclosed cab.  It has a 370 hp engine and 

automatic transmission.  The truck will hold 1000 gallons of 

water and has a 1500gpm Waterous Pump along with the Pierce 

Husky Foam System.  The truck also has a hydraulic ladder rack. 
 

One Truck Leaves 

    
     When a new truck arrives it usually means one truck leaves.  

In this case Engine 708 was sold to Marmaduke Fire in 

Arkansas.  Marmaduke Fire previously bought the departments 

Engine 707 and really like it. When they heard 708 was for sale 

they bought it too.  Two Marmaduke Fire Officers, Chief Nick 

McDowell and Assistant Chief James Hargrove as well as 2 N.E. 

Green County Fire Officers, Chief Dennis Payne and Captain 

Billy Reed drove up to bring their new truck back home. Deputy 

Chief Richard Schoonover pulled a special work detail the night 

before with his mechanics to give the truck a good check over 

before the trip.   

     The four firefighters arrived and inspected the truck; Chief 

Presley gave them a tour of all three stations, the training 

facility, and then treated them to lunch at the Firehouse Pub.  

They arrived around noon and pulled out of the station before 

3am the next morning.  Chief Presley was very relieved when 

Chief Payne called back to say they made the 700 mile trip in 11 

½ hours just fine.  He said they no more got the truck in the 

station and the guys were cleaning it and filling it with water and 

getting it in service. 

    Deputy Chief Schoonover says that the standard Ford Cab 708 

and 707 have on them have made a good cab for fire trucks and 

was very popular with fire departments. Deputy Chief Wilson 

explains that in the late 80’s the department switched to buying 

Pierce Custom Dash Cabs.  He adds that 708 is the last of the 

Ford standard cab over and is an end of an era for Harlem-

Roscoe for that style of truck.  

 

 

Oscar  

Predicts… 

 

34 

Snowfalls 

 

28 left as of 

January 7! 
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           Times Rekindled 
 

Jerome (Jerry) Lund   
     Jerome (Jerry) Lund was on Harlem-

Roscoe Fire from 1979 to 1992.   Jerry was 

a firefighter in the Navy and when he got 

back he joined Harlem-Roscoe Fire to share 

his experience and help his community.  

Jerry served the department as a 

firefighter/EMT and was also in the Fire 

Prevention Division.  In 2003 after retiring 

from Chrysler, Jerry rejoined the department 

and is currently one of the department’s 4 

dispatchers. Jerry adds, “I also travel when I 

can and take care of my girlfriend.  She 

takes care of me too – it’s a joint effort – that’s what couples do.” 

     Jerry’s first fire as a Harlem-Roscoe Firefighter was a grass fire on 

Hamborg Road.  He was on the grass rig, using a hose line and an 

Indian Pack.  In the Navy his first call was on the USS Forrestal in a tire 

storage compartment.  The magnesium wheels caused quite the fire.  It 

took from 10 pm to 8am to knock it down and was finally over at 11am.  

Jerry’s most memorable call was a school bus accident in Rockton in 

the 80’s where two children were run over at a bus stop.  He said he 

helped with patient care on one of the children that was an unconscious 

trauma code and they were able to save that child.  Jerry’s favorite call 

he reminisces, “A fire at the Rockton Inn on March 17, 1987. It was 

seeing firefighter Dave Bergeron come flying through the front bay 

window to escape the heat inside the building!” 

     When asked what the biggest differences from then and now, Jerry 

comments, “The biggest difference I feel is that there is much more 

focus on training now.  It seems now there is training going on almost 

every night of the week.  And it is also more specialized and in depth 

now.”   

 

 

Chaplains Corner 
By Chaplain Jim Cole 
 

     When I joined HRFD in the fall of 1991, there were 

three pastors serving as Chaplains.  I was the new kid on the block. 

Well, as it happens with clergy, two of them moved away, and the third 

“petered out.”  One of the three was Dave Wiersbe, pastor of the Hope 

Free Church on Elevator Road.  Since he moved away, he has been one 

of the 125+ people my wife and I send Christmas greetings to each year. 

This year, in his return greeting, he mentioned missing HRFD.  So, I 

sent him a copy of the 2005 Calendar and the December issue of this 

newsletter.  He immediately answered with a thank you and the request 

to be remembered by those firefighters who knew him.  So, here is his 

greeting to his friends in the department.   

     This month of January is usually the coldest, most miserable month 

of winter, followed closely by February.  It would be a good idea to 

keep your eye on any neighbors you have who are in their “senior 

years” “old age”, “up there in years” or whatever you want to call them.  

Do they get out much? Or are they house bound because they cannot 

handle the cold weather?  Do they have enough heat?  Is there snow 

piled up in their driveway?  I am grateful that I have a snow blower, 

because shoveling is way beyond me anymore.  Not everyone has one 

though.  So, keep your eye on your senior neighbors. 

     There is another matter have become aware of.  When there is a 

good snow, and especially after the snow plow goes down the street, 

hydrants get covered.  We hope we never need them, but it is very 

helpful to have them opened up from the snow.  It is a small matter, but 

very important. Fortunately, the hydrant on the corner near me does not 

get covered up because of the way the snows blow, but there are others 

down the street that do. Check your hydrants after a big snow.   

NNeeww  BBaabbyy          
  

 
 

 

     Congratulations to Harlem-Roscoe Firefighter Jim 

Daughenbaugh and his wife Amy on the birth of their first child 

on December 27.  Samantha Ann Daughenbaugh measured in at 

6lbs. 15 oz. and after a recheck at the doctor’s office is 22” long.  

Mom and baby are doing well and Daddy is already spoiling her 

rotten.  Samantha joins quite a fire family.  Not only is her daddy 

a Harlem-Roscoe Firefighter, her mom is a former H-R 

dispatcher, her grandpa is Captain Mike Drost, her grandma is 

Photographer Sheryl Drost, her Aunt and her Aunt’s fiancé are 

firefighter/EMT’s Amber Drost and Tom Aaker and her cousin 

is firefighter Neil Roe.  Congratulations again Amy and Jim, she 

is so very precious! 

 

New Acting Captain 

 
L-r Trustees Jim Burdick and Jerry Ocker, new Acting Captain Bill Sabin, and 

Chief Oscar Presley. 
 

     Harlem-Roscoe Fire would like to announce that Lt. Bill 

Sabin was promoted to Acting Captain of the Fire Prevention 

Division on December 12. Captain Sabin joined the department 

in 1991, and was promoted to Lt. in 1993.  Sabin oversees the 

Fire Prevention Division for the department.  He is very driven 

and quite the hard worker.  Congratulations Captain Sabin! 
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Professional Photo Shoot 
     December 14, Harlem-

Roscoe Firefighters 

participated in a photo 

shoot for the Draeger 

Safety Systems Inc. – 

which is the company the 

department bought the 

pyrotechnics system and 

props from.  Well D.S.S.I. 

wanted pictures for a new 

company brochure and thus a photo shoot was set up.  It was 

very cold that day, but the guys had a lot of fun being “models”.  

Knowing that one thing out of order on their gear could ruin a 

shot, we made each of them go through a major inspection.  

Rookie helmets and helmets with signs on them were changed 

out, truck passports were put on straight, and most of all, all gear 

was on correctly. Then Draeger Regional Sales Manager Ken 

Cowan and Business Manager Dave Joynt set up the scenarios.  

Their photographer Bob Kohler shot photos of firefighters using 

all the props as well as some action shots of the firefighters 

using the building.  He even let me tag along snapping a few 

shots here and there. (Photo above is one of them)   A thank you 

and nice job to Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson, Captain Don 

Shoevlin, firefighters Danny Gunderson, Paul Stanphill, Ryan 

Bussey, Eric Wainright, and Don Fish.  Chief Presley recently 

received the following letter from Draeger. 
 

Dear Chief Presley,  

     We have attached a picture of your team in operation at the 

training center on December 14, 2004. (Pictured below) We are 

very grateful for all of their efforts and cooperation on what 

turned out to be a beautiful day for pictures, even if it was a little 

on the cold side.  The professionalism and hospitality extended 

by your entire department was remarkable.  Your training center 

is equally remarkable.  The foresight and planning that has gone 

into it has resulted in a training center, which any department 

would be proud to utilize.  

     As a further token of our appreciation, we will be shipping 

you a 5 gallon container of smoke fluid later this week.  As soon 

as we know the insert schedule for our advertisements, we will 

let you know so that you can look for the shots in use later this 

year.  

     Please have a safe and happy New Year.  We wish the best to 

you, your department and your family.  
Best regards,  

David M Joynt   Business Unit Manager Draeger Safety Systems, Inc. 
 

 
Draeger Photographer Bob Kohler calls this shot he took teamwork. 

Firefighters Bring Holiday  

Cheer to Local Families 

 

     The Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters, their families, and a few 

local residents came through once again for Harlem-Roscoe 

Fire’s Christmas Needy Family Drive.  23 families with 81 kids 

were able to have a very Merry Christmas.   

     It all starts with donations from firefighters and their family 

and friends. Then add donations from the community (especially 

one large anonymous monetary donation) and you have a 

Christmas basket of food and presents. The food consists of a 

frozen turkey, milk, eggs, bread, buns, butter, potatoes and other 

non perishable food, and even a pie.  Then there are presents and 

clothes for each child in the family.   

     As Christmas nears Chief Presley contacts the local schools 

to find any families that could use a little help at Christmas.  He 

then cross checks with other local drives like the Roscoe 

Chamber’s Helping Hand to make sure families aren’t 

duplicated.  This year the department also included a family of a 

Rockford Firefighter that is serving in Iraq and couldn’t be home 

for the holidays.  It was a way of showing him support and 

thanking him.   

     After the list is compiled and donations inventoried, it was 

off to Wal-Mart and Hilander to do the shopping.  The presents 

and clothes are sorted and then a few volunteers spend a couple 

days wrapping all those presents. And finally the Saturday 

before Christmas the department’s suburbans and pickup are 

loaded and the food baskets and presents are delivered.  

     A big Thank you to all the firefighters, their friends and 

families, Chris Jones at Wal-Mart, Hilander Manager Steve, the 

Miller family and Mr. Huffman for all their donations and 

support. 

 

  
Left, the shopping crew of L-r Joan Sabin, Marcie Ball, Assistant Chief Ken 

O’Dell, Ashlee and Deann Bergeron, Don & Tammy Shoevlin, Ron & Jodi 

Klaman, Dean Presley, Sabin’s grandson Ryan, Paula O’Dell, and taking the 

picture Chief Presley. Right, the wrapping crew above of Paula O’Dell, Ron 

Seeley, and Joan Sabin along with Dean Presley and Tracy Wilson spent a 

couple days wrapping the hundreds of presents.  
 

 
L-r Marty Green, Ron Klaman, Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell, Mike Morrison, 

Danny Gunderson load the pickup with several baskets for delivery. Chief 

Presley and April Cooper also helped with the deliveries.  
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        Division Update 
            By Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell 

Welcome Back. To start the New Year, 

our Radio/Communication Division is 

going to be getting information on all the 

radios and pagers our department owns.  

They will have a form for all personnel to 

fill out.  This is valuable information so 

we can keep track of our radios and to see 

what we need on our maintenance 

contract with Com-Elec.  Also, we will 

have information to give our Insurance 

Company if we need to.  So look forward 

to hearing from Jim Daughenbaugh, 

Station #1, Doug Wolfe – Station #2, Bob 

Stark – Station #3.   

     We have also installed a new base 

radio in the dispatch room at Station #1. It 

took a few adjustments on the modulation 

but it seems to be working great now. 
 

Happy Birthday 
 

 

Happy 25
th

 Birthday 

Neil Roe 

February 10th 
 

 

 

                           Gone,  

                  But not forgotten   

 

Some people come into our lives, and quickly go.                                 

Some stay awhile and leave footprints in our hearts.                              

And, we are never, ever the same. 

• Lois Alms, Mom to Lt. Jay Alms and 

grandma to firefighter Ryan Alms passed 

away December 24, 2005. 

• Evelyn Osmond, Grandma to Captain 

Mike Drost, and Great Grandma to 

Firefighters Amber Drost and Neil Roe 

passed away December 8.  

     Our deepest sympathy and prayers go out to 

Jay, Ryan, Mike, Amber, Neil, and their 

families. Please remember and treasure the 

memories of your loved ones and know that we 

are here if you need us! 

 

Training Certificates 
 

Left, Training Officer 

Don Shoevlin presents 

Dan Borchardt with 

his FFII and Hazmat 

Awareness 

Certificates.  

Congratulations Dan! 
 

 

 
L-r Jimmy Johnson, Debbie Rykowski, Ramona 

Baldoni, Mickey Rykowski, Tom Lake, Mike Powell, 

and Captain Don Shoevlin are presented with 

Certificates for attending a Fire Investigation – 

Origin and Cause class. 

 

 

Let’s look at the Total Call figures in 

another way.  That is an average of: 

• 2 fires a week 

• 3 accidents a week. 

• 3 medical calls a day. 

• 4.5 calls a day 

Wow, these numbers just emphasizes the 

dedication of Harlem-Roscoe Fire’s 

volunteer personnel!  
 

 

 

Please Note  

 
New Blue Light Laws 

There are some new rules for driving with 

your blue light.  So, if you plan on buying 

one or installing one, touch base with one 

of the Chiefs to make sure you are legal. 

The main one Chief Presley is worried 

about is anyone running a blue light must 

have in their possession a fire department 

picture ID.  Everyone should have a 

current picture ID, if not see the Chief. 

  

Calendars are in! The 2005 calendars are 

in and can be picked up at Station One.  

Please note though that two dates are 

incorrect on the calendar:  

 The Spring Dinner is Saturday, 

March 19, not Sunday as printed in 

the calendar. 

 The Trustee’s Appreciation Dinner 

has been moved up to February 19th.   

 

 

Birthdays 
 

 

 

 

January 

3rd          Jim Johnson 

5th          Matt Bush 

13th        Clint Evans 

17th        John Presley 

25th        Jerry Lund 

28th        Chad Radke 

31st        Mark Soppe 
 

February 
10th        Neil Roe 25

th 

              Robert Gonia 

12th        Ken O’Dell 

14th        Sonny O’Dell 

 

 
February Breakfast Crew 

Tom Lake, John Presley,  

Dan Zintak, Mike Drost, 

Chris Scott, & Dan Borchardt 

 
 

 

        Total Calls 

 

             Total Calls in 2004 
 

        Medicals -       1127       

        Accidents -        186      

        Fires -                140    

        Misc. -                244     

      Total  Calls       1697 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The Firehouse Scene is a monthly 

newsletter produced by the Harlem-Roscoe 

Fire Protection District.   

 

Editor-in-Chief – Chief Oscar Presley 

Editor, Producer, Writer, 

& Photographer - Sheryl Drost 

Division Article – Asst. Chief Ken O’Dell 

Safety  Article -DC Kirk Wilson 

Training Article – Capt.  Don Shoevlin 

EMS Article – Lt. John Bergeron 

Chaplains Corner – Jim Cole 

Proof reader – Tracy Wilson 

Printer – Premier Printing 
The newsletter is available at Station One - 

10544 Main Street in Roscoe and on the 

depts.’ website wwwharlemroscoefire.com 

after the second Sunday of each month. 
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Are You Prepared for Winter ? 
     Now that winter has arrived it is important to 

remember that heavy snows, icy conditions and 

dangerously cold temperatures can occur at any 

time. Are you prepared? 
 Keep an emergency supply kit in your home that 

includes a battery-powered radio with extra 

batteries, canned food and a manual can opener, 

flashlights and battery-powered lamps for power 

failures, wood for fireplaces, and rock salt to melt 

ice and sand to improve traction.  

 Make sure your car is in proper working 

condition and includes blankets, warm clothing, 

booster cables and tools, bottled water, dried 

fruits and nuts, a first aid kit, a fire extinguisher, 

flashlights and batteries, a shovel and ice scraper. 

 Wear layers to protect yourself from the cold. A 

hat, scarf and mittens are also essential protection 

against winter weather. 

 Have a working smoke detector on every level 

of your house plus a CO detector. 

 Do you have an emergency box of food, water, 

etc. .in case your family is stranded in your 

home during a winter storm? 

 Have your snow shovel and salt ready for clean 

sidewalks to prevent falls. 

 Take it easy on the shoveling - it is a very 

strenuous workout on the heart. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Snow can be Blinding 
     We’ve all heard the expression "a blinding snowstorm". 

Though that refers to whiteout conditions where visibility is 

reduced, make no mistake, the snow can be blinding too. Bright 

sun reflecting on a blanket of fresh white snow can reflect 

damaging rays into unprotected eyes. The casualty may not be 

aware of the damage at the time – not feeling the effects for up 

to several hours. 

Watch for these symptoms of snow blindness: 

• Eyes become sensitive to light 

• Pain in eyes or forehead 

• Gritty feeling in the eyes. 

First Aid for Snow blindness 

1. Make sure the patient is safe and that you have clean hands. 

2. Cover the eyes with thick, moist dressings to cool them and 

keep light out. 

3. Secure dressings in place and get patient to a doctor. 

4. Reassure the patient often, as they will only be temporarily 

blinded. 

 

 

 

Hypothermia and Frostbite 
 

      Hypothermia results from exposure to low 

temperatures, wind and moisture over a period of time.  

It can occur on the ski hill, in a car, falling in water that 

is cold or anywhere else where these factors exist that 

cause the body temperature to falls below normal.  As 

a parent you need to be aware of the causes and 

symptoms of hypothermia in children as well as other 

adults and know what to do when you suspect hypothermia.   For older 

children and teenagers, it is also important to educate them.  When 

conditions exist that pose a risk of hypothermia be observant and seek 

medical attention immediately if you suspect or observe any symptoms 

which can include: 

• Complaints about being cold and irritability.  

• Uncontrollable shivering  

• Impaired or slurred speech or vision  

• Clumsy movements  

• Blurred vision.  

• Severe symptoms can include stiff muscles, dark and puffy 

skin, irregular heart and breathing rates and/or 

unconsciousness.  

 

     Frostbite results from exposure to low temperatures, wind and 

moisture over a period of time.  It can occur anywhere 

outside during cold temperatures.  As a parent you 

need to be aware of the causes and symptoms of 

frostbite in children as well as other adults and know 

what to do when you suspect frostbite.   For older 

children and teenagers, it is also important educate 

them.   SEEK MEDICAL ATTENTION 

IMMEDIATELY if you suspect Frostbite!   

There are two degrees of frostbite: 

• Superficial frostbite that looks like grey or yellowish patches 

on the skin, especially, fingers, toes, face, ears but can occur 

on any exposed skin.  The first symptoms are usually 

numbness or itching and prickly pain.  The skin remains soft 

but becomes red and flaky after it thaws.  

• Deep or Severe Frostbite looks like waxy and pale skin and 

feels cold, hard and solid to the touch.  The areas turn blue or 

purple when thawing and large blisters may appear when the 

area warms up.  

What to do if you suspect frostbite: 

• As soon as you suspect frostbite, get out of the cold and to a 

warm place.  

• Seek medical attention immediately.  

• Warm affected area with warm body part.  

• Remove any tight clothing to increase circulation.  

• If affected area is partially thawed, place in warm (not hot) 

water (102 to 106 degrees Fahrenheit). If the water is too 

cool, thawing will take too long.  It takes about 20 to 40 

minutes for tissues to soften.  

• Have the victim drink warm fluids to help increase circulation 

and warm the body - no caffeine or alcohol.  

• NEVER rub or massage the affected area and never put snow 

or ice on the frostbite.  The area can be protected with a fluffy 

clean bandage and aloe Vera cream can be applied.  

If you notice any of the above symptoms, you should get the person to a 

warm, dry place as soon as possible, remove any wet clothing and seek 

medical attention IMMEDIATELY.  NEVER RUB THE SKIN.  

Bundling in a blanket will help keep heat in.  An always soothing 

parent/child cuddle will help warm up the child and also bring comfort 

to both.     
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Station Funnies 

 

 
 

License Plate on a vehicle in an accident 

 

 

 

 
Don has control over his monsters! 

 

 

How Smart is Your Right Foot? 
 

This is so funny that it will boggle your mind. And 

you will keep trying at least 50 more times to see 

if you can outsmart your foot, but ! You can't. 

 

1. While sitting at your desk, lift your right foot off the floor and 

make clockwise circles. 

2. Now, while doing this, draw the number "6" in the air with 

your right hand. Your foot will change direction. 

I told you so ......And there's nothing you can do about it! 

 

 

 

Station Gossip 

 

• At a recent Trustees meeting the Trustees were all three 

given Harlem-Roscoe jackets. They even had their names 

embroidered on them.  Guess who all went home with the 

wrong jackets. 

• Rumor has it Don Fish had a run in with an elk recently. 

• Luckily the in ground pool directly behind the Ventura 

house fire was covered tightly or we would have had a 

couple wet firefighters. 

• Hey Eric where are your shoes? It seems when Eric changed 

into his fire boots before leaving the theatre for the Ventura 

house fire, he left his shoes at the theatre parking lot. 

• I would say Jerry McCormick was more than a little excited 

when he was the one that got to engineer the new 702 for its 

first fire at the Ventura fire. 

•  Shoevlin, now I am so confused…do I call you Don or 

Donny?   

 

 

2004 Station Gossip Crossword 
All the answers can be found in one of the Station Gossip 

column during 2004 
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Safety First on Medical Emergencies  
Bt Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson 

Safety Officer 

 

     With the increase of medical calls over the past year, it is 

important we practice safety when operating the ambulances and 

responding to certain types of incidents.  When responding to 

emergencies whether in an ambulance or one of the other 

department vehicles:  

• Please use caution when driving with lights and sirens. 

• When approaching intersections bring the ambulance to a 

stop and make sure the intersection is clear. If possible make 

eye contact with other drivers to make sure they see you! 

• As you know, we do have control over most of the traffic 

lights in our district. Even though the signal is green, use 

caution when going through the intersection! 

• The use of safety belts is a must! Please make sure you are 

safely belted anytime the vehicle is in motion.  

Now let’s cover some safety tips on patient care: 

• When EMT’s and Paramedics are in direct contact with 

patients the use of personal protective equipment is 

required.  Remember this is for your protection as well as 

the patients. All medics must be wearing protective gloves. 

Protective goggles should be used if patient is vomiting or 

discharging any liquids.   

• When using needles for IV access or giving medications 

please make certain the used needle or sharps are disposed 

of properly! Paramedics are accountable for all sharps!  Let 

your co-worker know if you have left a needle in the back of 

an ambulance.  I know from experience no one wants a 

needle stick!  These types of accidents are preventable. 

 Let’s now touch briefly on the types of incidents we respond to, 

in particular incidents involving domestic violence or substance 

abuse.  We have all experienced the call for “battery victims”.  

We must keep in mind what we may find when we arrive at the 

scene.   

• First and foremost is scene safety.  Are the police on scene? 

We should wait for law enforcement to arrive prior to 

entering and aggressive environment.  The perpetrator may 

still be on the scene and may still be violent.   

• Dealing with violence is something we don’t encounter on a 

daily basis.  If you get into a situation where a patient or 

bystander becomes violent, remember this: 
o Remain calm. 

o Don’t use words that will escalate their anxiety. 

o Don’t back a violent subject into a corner.  The will feel 

trapped and will lash out to escape. 

o Always leave yourself a way out on case he or she lashes 

out towards you.   

o If a violent individual needs to be restrained, if possible, 

let law enforcement do it.  They are trained in dealing 

with violent individuals.   

o After the subject is restrained and needs transport to a 

medical facility, leave the subject restrained throughout 

the transport. There have been cases where the patient 

will become friendly and talk the medic into freeing one 

hand or limb. The patient may then suddenly become 

violent and cause havoc to the ambulance crew. 

In closing, always document what you do on an emergency call.  

If it isn’t on paper, it didn’t happen.  Remembering or not 

remembering some of these tips may make or break your 

emergency scene.  Stay safe and have a great new year! 

New Training Point System   
By Captain Don Shoevlin - Training Officer 
 

     As of January 1, Harlem-Roscoe Fire is implementing a new training 

point system. This system will be a continuing education program of 

our firefighter’s skills.   

• The training year is January 1, through December 31, 2005.  

• Firefighters are required to accumulate 70 points each quarter of 

which a minimum of 50 must be from Tuesday night drill 

trainings.  280 points are required annually. Firefighters may 

receive the following points 

o 10 for each Tuesday drill night training.  

o 10 for each Tuesday night EMS training. 

o 1 per each hour attending Dept. Open House. 

o 10 per class for OSFM Classes and Seminars. 

o 10 per class for BTLS, PALS, ACLS, PHTLS. 

o 10 per class for pre-approved outside trainings. 

o 1 for attending division meetings. 

o 1 per hour for work details. (Must be approved by Chief 

Officers.) 

o 1 per hour for assisting with recruit/FFII class practicals.  

(Must be approved by lead instructor) 

• There is a maximum of 10 points per quarter in a given subject 

area will be credited (excluding Tues. drill nights). 

• Firefighters enrolled in FFII, EMT, or Paramedic classes will be 

exempt from the requirements while they are enrolled in the class. 

• Points will be monitored and quarterly summaries will be given to 

firefighters by their officers. 

• Outside Trainings: 

o All outside trainings must be pre-approved by the Chief 

and the training officers in writing prior to the class 

starting by using the “Training Request Form” (Outside 

trainings not approved prior to attending will not be 

counted towards your point total, however, it will be put 

in your personnel file.) 

o Firefighters must be active in department call response, 

training, and current with training points to be 

considered for outside training. 

If a firefighter fails to accumulate the required number of points and 

Tuesday night trainings in that quarter, a verbal and/or written 

reprimand will be given and put in their personnel file.  If a firefighter 

fails to accumulate the required annual points, an additional 60 days 

may be given to the firefighter to acquire the needed points.  If 

additional days are granted they will be subtracted from the next 12 

month period.  A firefighter may also be denied reimbursement for 

outside classes or training, suspended or dismissed from the department.  

Please see me with any questions on our new training point system…  

 

The Fire Chief Gang? 

 

 
      
     December 10, Fire Chiefs pose for a picture while attending the 2004 

Winnebago Fire Chiefs Association’s Christmas Part. L-r Rockford Division Fire 

Chief Bill Beaman, Harlem-Roscoe Fire Chief Oscar Presley, Blackhawk Fire 

Chief Harry Tallacksen, Win-bur-sew Fire Chief Irv Koenig, Northwest Fire 

Chief Tom Ragnar, Cherry Valley Fire Chief Craig Wilt, Byron Fire Chief Steve 

Walters, and Stillman Valley Fire Chief Brian Kunce. 
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               EMS Corner 
                    By Lt. John Bergeron - EMS Coordinator 
 

     Just a reminder that the EMT-B class is starting Monday January 17th.  Classes will be held at Rockton Fire Department.  Harlem-

Roscoe Fire Department will be sending seven personnel to this class.  If CEU hours are needed, you may sit in on classes. There is 

another EMT-B class staring January 11th at the Center for Health EMS classroom located next to Saint Anthony Medical Center, in 

which you may also sit in on. CEU’s will be given hour for hour. Also there is a list at each station of all Continuing Education Hours 

available in the area. Please look for the classes and pay particular attention to skills validations that are going on as this is a 

MANDATORY requirement for ALL EMS personnel. 

 

Approved Educational Programs For OSF NIEMS CEU’s               (Policy # 121-020) 

 
ACTIVITY DOCUMENTATION 

REQUIRED 

HOURS STIPULATIONS 

BTLS PHTLS (Initial Course) Certificate 16  None 

BTLS PHTLS (Renewal) Certificate 8 None 

ACLS, PALS, EMSC, PEPP (Initial Course)  Certificate 16 None 

ACLS, PALS, EMSC, PEPP (Renewal) Certificate 8 None 

Clinical Rotation Signed EMS Clinical Form Hour for hour No more than 25% of req. CEU’s for 4 years. 

Ambulance Ride Time Completed signed form from 

provider agency chief stating 

that the EMT is active. 

Hour for hour EMS system director to determine on case by 

case instance. (Not guaranteed) 

EMS Continuing (IDPH Approved) Certificate or computer records 

that meet reporting standards. 

Hour for hour Prior approval from IDPH.  No more than 25% 

of required CEU’s for 4 years. 

EMS Instruction Copy of letter from EMSMD or 

signed application and 

schedule. 

1 Teaching 

hours = 1 

hour credit 

No more than 25% of required CEU’s for 4 

years and no more than 25% in one subject. 

Evaluator or Clinical Preceptor Letter from the lead instructor Hour for hour No more than 25% of required CEU’s for 4 

years. 

Disaster Drill, Triage, Moulage, etc.  Letter from EMS Coordinator 

or EMSMD 

Hour for hour No more than 25% of required CEU’s for 4 

years. 

CPR Certification Copy of Certificate 3 Hours every 

2 years. 

Maximum of 6 hours in 4 years. 

CPR Instructor Course Copy of Certificate 2 Hours = 1 

Hour 

Maximum of 16 hours in 4 years. 

Firefighter II Course EMS/Medical Portion Certificate or computer records 

that meet reporting standards. 

Hour for hour Maximum of 28 hours in 4 years. 

Nursing, Medical, or PA School Evidence of Course 

Completion 

2 hours for 

each college 

credit hour. 

EMS system director to determine on case by 

case instance. 

Allied Health Related Courses Evidence of course completion 2 hours for 

each college 

credit hour. 

EMS system director to determine on case by 

case instance. 

Prevention Programs (Buckle up, Drug 

Prevention, etc.) 

Evidence of hours Hour for hour No more than 25% of required CEU’s for 4 

years. 

Participation/Observation (Surgery, 

Childbirth, Autopsy) 

Written statement from person 

in charge. 

Lamaze= 

1hour, Labor= 

1hour, 

Delivery= 1 

hour  for Max 

of 3 hours. 

Maximum of one 3 hour period every 4 years. 

EMT-B, EMT-I, EMT-P Course Auditing Certificate or computer records 

that meet reported standards 

Hour for hour Topic must be appropriate for licensure. 

Seminars, Conferences, Out of State Proof of Attendance and 

Agenda 

Hour for hour Topic must be appropriate for licensure 

Internet EMS CEU’s  Proof of Completion 8 hours per 

year for any 

EMS system 

participant 

No more than 25% of required CEU’s for 4 

years. 

Newsprint EMS articles with Self-Test 

(JEMS) 

Proof of Completion – copy of 

article and test taken. 

1 hour per test Topic must be appropriate for licensure.  No 

more than 25 

 


