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A 2-story garage and a pole barn were fully envolved with fire when units arrived 
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Farmer Loses Garage & Barn to Fire 

 

     April 24, Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters arrived at the 

Gary Pann Farm on Stateline Road to find that fire 

was destroying a pole barn, a 2-car garage, and 

starting to burn the 2-story home. 

                                                 

    . . . See more on page 2. 
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Fire Destroys Farm Buildings 
Story & photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

 

     April 24, Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters were dispatched to a 

structure fire on Stateline Road. First in firefighters reported two 

structures fully involved and fire was spreading to the home. 

Firefighters were able to quickly stop the fire spread at the 

house, which had received some exterior damage. Luckily no 

one was injured.  The family was able to save some vehicles 

including a tractor from the burning buildings before firefighters 

arrived.  Fire investigators believe the cause of the fire to be 

from burning embers that might not have been totally 

extinguished when the resident was burning earlier that day.    
 

  
Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell arrived with the first in truck, 701, and assumed 

command as 701Engineer Dan Gunderson sets up 701 as the main attack truck. 

 

 
Engine 701 crew, Mark Soppe, Clint Evans, and Jim Daughenbaugh on the 

nozzle make the initial attack of the fire at the garage and protected the house 

from any more damage. 
 

 
Engine 706 crew of Nick Jackson, Lt. Tim Bergeron, and Troy Vail on the nozzle 

arrived next and helped shut down the intense fire in the 2-car garage. 
 

 
The full moon could be seen rising among collapsed burning debris of the 40’ x 

80’ pole barn. 
 

 

Engine702 crew pulled metal panels off the north side of the pole barn to get to 

some of the fire extension. 
 

 
It took a lot of overhauling in the two barns to get to all the hotspots. 

 

 
North Boone Fire District #3 was called for mutual aid to shuttle water with 

their two tankers to assist the department’s two tankers. 
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From the Chief’s Desk 
By Chief Oscar Presley 

 
Heads Up! This will be the year for major road construction in our 

district with this summer being a very difficult time for our 

department.  
 

• The now famous Interstate 90 will be having a lot of changes – 

probably for the next 3 years.  They plan on making several 

cuts across to replace culverts and sewer and water lines are to 

join this project. They will also be widening the Interstate to 6 

lanes, which means widening of the overpasses and bridges too. 

This means a jam up during high traffic hours as they funnel 

traffic off of I-90 and back on.  Plans continue to change on 

how they will do this, but we are staying on top of it. This may 

also find us needing to use the I-REACH radio frequencies for 

District 15 and Tollway personnel working with us. 

• Willowbrook Road from McCurry North to Gardner Street will 

be closed in several places.   

• Prairie Hill Road at Willowbrook Road will be under 

construction. 

• McCurry Road at the I-90 overpass (bridge) possibly closed. 

• Mitchell Road and Hwy 173 also have construction projects 

scheduled.  

• And last but not least, Hononegah Road from Hwy 251 to 

maybe the Carpet Store will be widened. 
 

     All this construction will make it very difficult for Harlem-

Roscoe firefighters and EMS to even respond to the stations, let 

alone get the emergency vehicle out to the scene.  And we will see 

longer times on scene, not to mention getting them turned around 

and back to the station.  We may get to the point at our Station 

Three on Willowbrook Road that we have to run those trucks and 

personnel out of the other stations.  It may become impossible for 

the firefighters to not only get there but to get the trucks out.   

     We will however, be diligently keeping abreast of all this 

construction and will do whatever it takes to provide our level of 

response. It will require more manpower, more vehicles responding, 

and more time from my firefighters.  You firefighters will have to 

step it up another notch and stay on top of any construction that 

especially affects your station.  We all need to know at all times the 

quickest and safest way to get to all parts of our district and what 

changes need to be made before we even get the call!       . . .Oscar 

 

Firefighter of the Year 
By Chief Oscar Presley 

 

     This year’s recipient from Harlem-Roscoe 

Fire for the Loves Park VFW Firefighter of the 

Year Award is Captain Bill Sabin. Bill started 

with the department in June of 1994 in the Fire 

Prevention Division. His duties were to inspect 

commercial and industrial buildings. He 

became skilled with the use of the NFPA and 

BOCA manuals in a short period of time. Bill 

was promoted to Lieutenant in January 2001 and Captain in 

December of 2004.   

     Bill attends many classes, ITT Industries AC Fire Pump 

Training, Fire Safety Seminars, and Amusement Ride Safety 

Inspection Class.  Bill also became involved in our Fire 

Investigation Division and took classes at the Northern IL Fire 

Investigators Seminars including Electrical Fire Investigation, 

Cause & Origin, and Fire Science Investigation. Bill will also assist 

our investigation team if a fire needs to be investigated. 

     Bill is very involved with the eight local schools teaching fire 

prevention and home safety.  He continues today with safety skits 

and activities during Fire Prevention Week.  He has located all the 

home daycares in our fire district and set up a mapping system to let 

the firefighters know that when they go to that address that there are 

children in those homes.  He is in charge of six inspectors in his 

department that go out and inspect over 600 businesses. They also 

draw floor plans to those businesses to be entered on our mapping 

program.   

     Bill is a great asset and I am very happy that he became a part of 

our department.    Oscar 
 

 
Chief Presley and Assistant Chief O’Dell pose with Captain Sabin’s sons Bill Jr. 

and Mike after they accepted Bill’s award for him. Bill was hospitalized the 

morning of the ceremony so his sons covered for him. 

 

Contractor Hits Gas Line 
Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

     April 20, a contractor digging behind the new buildings under 

construction between Home Depot and Target struck and broke a 

2” gas main.  Nicor was called and the area was evacuated and 

all construction work stopped. Firefighters used gas detectors to 

continually check the new construction as well as nearby stores 

for any gas levels and none were found.  Nicor arrived on scene 

and shut off the gas. 
 

  
Left, Firefighter Mike Pierson checks gas readings around the break. Right, 

Pierson shows a Home Depot manager how the meter works when he tests the 

air in one of the offices. 

 

Trash Can Fire 
By Sheryl Drost 

 

 
Firefighter Ron 

Swain and Deputy 

Chief Kirk Wilson 

finish putting out a 

fire that started in 

a trash can in the 

garage.  Neighbors 

saw smoke coming 

from the garage 

and called 9-1-1.   
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Swing Set Becomes Dangerous 
Photos by Sheryl Drost 

     April 17, Harlem-Roscoe Fire and Capron Fire responded to a 

call on E. Rockton Rd. It seems a swing set made from 

telephone poles had collapsed on a 6-year-old boy and his father. 

Word went out quickly in this tight-nit farming community and 

when emergency units arrived, neighboring farmers and family 

were everywhere. The father was trapped under one of the poles 

and after paramedics arrived a neighbor helped with farm 

machinery to lift the pole off the man.  He was transported to the 

hospital by ambulance.  The boy was air lifted by Lifeline 

Helicopter to Rockford Memorial Hospital. 
 

 
The freed man was put on a gurney after the heavy swing set was lifted off.  

Neighbors and family were everywhere willing to lend a hand where needed. 
 

 

Harlem-Roscoe Fire EMS and Capron Fire EMS work on the boy that had been 

carried by his mother away from the swing set.   
 

 
Harlem-Roscoe and Capron Fire EMS help the Lifeline Helicopter crew load the 

boy into the helicopter. 

Top 10 Check List for Playground Safety 
 

   The following checklist for playground 

safety is from the National Safety Council 

Website www.ncs.org... 
 

1. Surfaces around playground 

equipment should be filled with at 

least 12 inches of loose fill, such as wood 

chips, mulch, sand or pea gravel.  

2. Most stationary equipment should have at least a 6-foot use 

zone in all directions.  

3. Any openings that can trap children (in guardrails or 

between ladder rungs) should be less than 3.5 inches apart 

or more than 9 inches.  

4. Guardrails should surround all elevated platforms and 

should be at least 29 inches high for preschool-age children 

and 38 inches high for school-age children.  

5. Look for exposed concrete footings, tree roots or rocks that 

could trip children.  

6. Check for sharp edges and dangerous hardware, like open 

"S" hooks or protruding bolts.  

7. Make sure your child plays on age-appropriate equipment.  

8. Playgrounds should be inspected and maintained regularly. 

Make repairs immediately or report them if it is a public 

playground. 

9. Remove hoods or drawstrings that can get caught on 

equipment.  

10. Supervise children while they play.  
 

 

New Lieutenants 
 

     Harlem-Roscoe Fire Trustee, President Jim Burdick gave the 

Officer Oath to 3 new Acting Lieutenants.  Congratulations to 

new Station #3 Lieutenant Tim Bergeron, and Station #1 

Lieutenants Aaron Miller, and Chad Radke.   
 

   

Left, Trustee Jim Burdick gives the Officer Oath to Aaron Miller and Chad 

Radke on April 10.  Right, Trustee Burdick gives the Officer Oath to Tim 

Bergeron on April 16.  

 

     
L-r, New Acting Lieutenants Tim Bergeron, Aaron Miller, and Chad Radke. 
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Live Burns  
Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

     April 10, Firefighters 

practiced skills while 

burning a barn on Chestnut 

St. Then on May 1, they 

honed their firefighting skills 

during a burn on Gleasman 

Road.  It was windy, it was 

cold, sleet even fell, but the 

burn went on. Several 

evolutions were performed 

by the firefighters.  They 

practiced forcible entry, 

search and rescue, 

ventilation, fire suppression, 

and overhaul. Then the 

house was left to burn. A 

curtain of water put up by a 

monitor gun nozzle kept a 

nearby barn - fire free.  
 

Right, April Cooper and Radi 

Huggard (ready with a hose line if 

needed), watch as the walls begin to 

collapse in on the burn on 

Gleasman. 
 

Gleasman House Burn  
Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

  
Left, Mark Soppe uses forcible entry tools. Right, 702 crew uses a chain saw and 

axe to ventilate the roof. 
 

 

A row of firefighters push the remaining walls in to the burning pile or rubble. 
 

 
 

Chestnut Barn Burn    Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

 

Firefighter Ron Klaman aims the deck gun on 701 to protect a couple trees the 

homeowner wanted saved.  
 

 

April Cooper and Dan Borchardt protect the trees from another direction. 
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          EMS Report 
               By Lt. John Bergeron 
 

Community CPR/AED Classes are now being 

offered to Harlem-Roscoe Fire District 

businesses and residents.  We now have 14 

instructors that wish to help you be prepared to 

help with the first steps in an emergency. Classes can range from 

4 up to a maximum of 16.  If you are an individual, you may join 

a class that hasn’t reached its max.  All you need to do is call the 

Administration number @ 623-7867 to get more information or 

to set up a class. 
 
 

******Mandatory EMS Skills Testing for all Harlem-Roscoe 
EMS is May 10 at Station #1 from noon to 7PM.  ****** 

 
 May 11th, - ACLS Recert– Harlem-Roscoe Fire Station #1 – 8am 

 May 12-13th   PHTLS Provider Class @ Saint Anthony Hospital 

 May 17-18th  PHTLS Provider Class @Swedish American Hospital 
 
 

EMS of the Month  By Sheryl Drost 
 

      EMS of the Month for May is Chief Oscar L. 

Presley Jr.. Oscar joined the department on 

January 10, 1966. He was promoted to 

Lieutenant, then Captain, then Deputy Chief, and 

finally Chief in 1982. He became the first full-

time paid Chief for Harlem-Roscoe Fire on 

December 1, 1997.  He has been married a really 

long time to wife Dean and they have one son, 

Deputy Chief John Presley and a daughter 

Marcie (Jeff) Ball. And the two loves of his life, grandchildren Leah 

and Logan.   

     Oscar is the pioneer of the Paramedic system in this area.  If you 

look up the pioneer in the dictionary, it reads, “a person or group that 

originates or helps open up a new line of thought or activity or a new 

method or technical development.” That is the definition of Oscar – he 

is a true pioneer. He was also revolutionary in forcing the hospitals and 

doctors to accept, use, and respect volunteer Paramedics. 

      In 1966 he took First Aid Classes and became an instructor for 12 

years.  In 1970 he attended the first EMT Class in this area.  He took the 

Paramedic class in McHenry County from one of the leading doctors of 

the day, but his Paramedic Certification from there was not accepted 

here.  So, in 1979, he was in the first Paramedic Class held at Saint 

Anthony Hospital.  For the next two years he was the only volunteer 

Paramedic responding 24 hours a day, 7 days a week.  And if you ask 

his family, he responded 24/7 for the next 20 years! He held his 

Paramedic license for 20 years finally letting it go in 1999. Besides 

receiving the Paramedic of the Year for 1980, the Meritorious Service 

Award in 1999, and the 2003 State VFW Outstanding Firefighter 

Award, Oscar has received awards nearly every year of his career.   

     The dedication, devotion, drive, and most of all the true compassion 

this man possesses is not matched by many.  He was and is the driving 

force behind the EMS at Harlem-Roscoe, always having to train the 

hardest, have the best and latest equipment, and be the best we can be. 

A lady recently said it best when asked who to call in a medical 

emergency, she was dead serious in her answer – She said, “Oh If I 

needed help I’d call 9-1-1 Oscar!”   My interview with Oscar went as 

follows: 
 

Q.  Why did you become a Paramedic and what was your 
driving force to stay with it for 20 years?  
A. “I became a Paramedic because it was needed. Other areas of 

the country had it, we deserved it too. Back then we might of had to 

wait over 45 minutes on a snowy or rainy day to get an ambulance 

out of Rockford, Loves Park, or Beloit, and in my mind that wasn’t 

acceptable. I stayed in it because I enjoyed helping people. I could 

help my family, friends, and neighbors.  I knew their medical history 

and what meds they were taking, when they’ve been to the doctor, 

etc. And after almost 40 years, I know a lot of our residents. Even 

though I no longer hold an EMT license, I still will respond to 

medical calls, especially the elderly.  We have a history and they 

recognize me. Some times it helps to calm them or just to reassure 

them. Recently I was told a former resident and friend Bill Slocum 

that now lives in Florida had to be transported to the hospital. 

When the paramedics arrived the first thing he said was, “Where’s 

Oscar?”  His wife had to explain to the doctors why he kept asking 

for me.” 
 

Q. Who have been your mentors or have influenced you in 
EMS? 
A. “There wasn’t anyone around here doing what I wanted to do 

back then. I knew that if it was being done in other areas of the 

country, I could do it too.  I saw something I wanted and found a 

way to bring it to our district. I had to pave my own way.  There 

were a couple of doctors though that I convinced to teach me things. 

I got Dr. McKinney to teach me how to read an EKG. Dr. Hoffman 

was my instructor at my Paramedic Class at Saint Anthony and I 

learned from him.  And then Dr. Underwood and I did a couple of 

advanced procedures for the first time on the street together.” 
 

Q. What changes have you noticed over the years?   
A. “Emergency medical equipment was so poor and insufficient 

back then.  There were immediate improvements with the initiation 

of the Paramedic program. The results were we no longer had to 

waste precious time for an ambulance to come from another town. I 

could start treatment immediately. And then there have been all the 

improvements in the equipment we use and the treatments we use to 

help victims in need of ‘immediate’ trauma, medical, and cardiac 

care.” 
 

Q.  What is your most memorable best and worst call?   
A.  “Bringing back a patient believed to be clinically dead and 

seeing them go on and live productive lives is the best kind of call.  I 

responded years ago to a call where they all thought the lady was 

dead after having an insulin reaction. She was stiff and foaming at 

the mouth.  A family member was praying over her and told me it 

was too late. I told her no it wasn’t and hooked up an IV to give the 

victim Glucose and the lady responded right away by waking up. 

The family member started chanting I was a miracle worker and 

prayed for me all the way to the hospital.  The worst calls are the 

kids; they are hard on all of us, and we have had our share. I 

absolutely hate when kids drown in pools. You cannot let kids out of 

your sight.  There was a family that had a pool and put up a 10 foot 

fence and the neighbor kid would still get in. They would leave, 

drive around the block, and find him already in their pool. Kids will 

find a way.” 
 

Q.  What do you think of the EMS program at Harlem-Roscoe?   
A.  “We are lucky to be able to do a better job than a lot of 

departments that aren’t able to.  We all try to be the best we can be 

and do the best job we can. I am proud of my EMT’s and we have 

several of them that have many years of service in EMS.  It used to 

be that by the second recert most Paramedics had had enough.  So 

that says a lot about the commitment of our EMT’s” 
 

Q. What do you want to see in the future for EMS? 
A.  “I want to see great advancements in the treating of stroke 

victims and head injuries.  Strokes cripple so many people. There is 

currently treatment out there for stroke victims that is not available 

to emergency medical personnel.  I’d like to see all areas of the 

country have better EMS response crews; this is happening slowly.  

We in Northern IL and Winnebago County are especially lucky to 

have a good response system.” 
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By Captain Don Shoevlin -Training Officer 

 

 

Boat Rescue Training  
 

   
April 18 Tuesday night drill was all about boat rescue training.  Above Troy 

Vail, Shannon Burbach, Nick Jackson, and Jeff Morris try on the cold weather 

floatation suits.  They not only keep the firefighters warm, but are qualified 

floatation devices.  

 

Storm Spotters Class   
     April 19, Tuesday night drill 

was the Weather Spotters Class 

with Instructor Wayne Hanson.  

During severe weather, Harlem-

Roscoe firefighters become 

storm spotters and work closely 

with several different agencies. It 

is very important that these 

firefighters are properly trained 

to report severe weather. 

    
  Instructor Wayne Hanson and Captain Mike Drost 

 

Water Supply Training 
 

 

Doug Wolfe (center) givse instruction on water supply to l-r Greg Zintak, Paul 

Stanphill, Radi Huggard, Andrew Willis, and Tony Montalbano during the May 

3rd drill night exercise. 

 
 

 

Certificates 

 

 
April 10, Captain Don Shoevlin presented l-r Brad Delmore, Tom Lake, April 

Cooper, and Matt Lane with their FFII Certificates. Congratulations!!    

 

Basic Boat Operators Class 

By Instructor Jim Johnson 
 

     Captain Mike Drost, Lieutenant Vern Sarver, and firefighter 

Mike Pierson have completed the requirements to be certified as 

Basic Boat Operators.  This course meets or exceeds NFPA 

1670, 1006 standard on water rescue. 

     The course consisted of 24 hours of classroom study and 

hands on training.  Topics covered included: self water rescue, 

victim rescue, ropes and knots used in water rescue, reading 

river currents along with navigating, understanding various 

bodies of water (lakes, quarries, and ponds), ice rescue, and boat 

operations in fast water and in lakes.  They also worked with 

scuba divers in the rescue and recovery mode.  The course 

concluded with, in water basic boat operation along with proper 

dragging operations.   

     There are several more firefighters who are on the verge of 

completing the basic boat course. We hope to schedule a time 

soon to get the rest of them certified.  We are also preparing to 

have a Water Rescue Course in the near future.   

 

 

Summertime Reminders 
By Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell 

 

     Summer is right around the corner and 

that means the kids will soon be set free from 

school. Please take extra caution and watch for them while 

responding to the station for a call as well as responding to an 

emergency scene. 

     Summer also means vacations. The department has to know 

when you will be out of the district, even if it is for a day.  If 20 

of you go away at the same time and no one knows….see where 

I am going?   You must let your Station Captain know when you 

will be gone and check yourself out on the boards.  The Captains 

then can stay on top of it and keep the Chiefs updated. 
 

************************************************** 

Don't cry because it's over;  

Smile because it happened. 
 

 
 

 



The Firehouse Scene – May 2005 

 9

Apparatus Seating Assignments 
By Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson - Safety Officer 

 

     With the recent change of officer status on 

the department, it may be beneficial to take a 

look at incorporating apparatus seating 

assignment on our apparatus. What I mean is 

giving the officer, driver and firefighters a set 

list of goals and expectations prior to arriving at 

a working fire. There is always confusion when 

arriving at working structure fires. I feel it would be easier if the 

personnel had a card explaining their job function and tools they 

are expected to bring.  Each seat would have a card that depicts 

certain job functions and tool assignments. For example:  

 

The Engine Company. 
 

Position: Company Officer: This could be anyone who takes 

the roll of the company officer. 

Function: Command; Size up, initial tactics and company 

leadership skills 

Tool Assignment: Radio, Forcible entry tools (Halligan bar and 

flat head axe) Thermal Imaging Camera. 
 

Position: Driver or Operator: The wizard of all things 

mechanical. 

Function: Moving the apparatus down the road. Positioning in 

the proper place. Knowledge of fire pumps. Counts on fingers 

and toes to get the proper amount of pressure and fire flow. 

Assist with throwing ladders if necessary. 

Tool Assignment: “BRT” – the big red truck. This is the 

operator’s toolbox. He or she is ultimately responsible for all the 

equipment on the apparatus.  
 

Position: Nozzle man / Pipe man: This seat depicts who is to 

stretch the initial attack line.  

Function: Correctly stretching the initial attack hose line to the 

point of entry designated by the company officer. 

Tool Assignment: Portable radio, Hose and Nozzle, door chocks 

or wedges. That’s it! 
 

Position: Backup Firefighter: This seat depicts who is to assist 

the nozzle man with stretching the hose line.  

Function: Clears the hose bed of hose. Streches the line out to 

reduce kinks when the line is charged.  Assisting the nozzle man 

with advancement into the fire area.  

Tool Assignment: Hand light, door chocks or wedges. Short pike 

pole. 
 

Position: Doorman: This seat is one of the most important 

positions on the engine.  

Function: Assist with forcible entry. He or she may bring 

additional lengths of hose if the initial line is short. He or she 

may assist the operator in making connections. He or she may be 

dropped at the hydrant to make a supply connection.  

Tool Assignment: Depends on the situation.  
 

     So what do you think? Do you think this would work for us? 

These are some ideas and are subjected to change with your input. 

We could look at doing this for the squad and ladder company. Give 

me your thoughts. I think it would be less confusing if we all have 

an idea what is expected when arriving at scenes. Remember things 

can be chaotic at scenes. The most important aspect of firefighting 

is the safety of our own firefighters. Stay Safe 

 

Extrication Pancake Breakfast a Big Success! 
 

     April 24, Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters held a pancake breakfast to 

raise money for the extrication team to compete in upcoming 

competitions. Over 600 pancake breakfasts were served. Special 

thanks for the support of TV Channel 23 Newscaster Aaron Wilson 

who did a live broadcast April 22 during the early morning 

broadcast with Andy Gannon.  Aaron gave the weather reports from 

Station #1 and promoted the breakfast.   
 

 
Jim Daughenbaugh, Tom Lake, Jeff Morris, and Tim Bergeron man the serving 

line as Mike Pierson flips pancakes behind them. 
 

  
Left, Sparky sure likes to teach the little ones about fire safety.  Right, TV 

Channel 23 Weatherman Aaron Wilson gives thumbs up after giving a live 

weather update from the bucket of the 100 foot aerial truck. Lt. Aaron Miller 

operates the bucket. 
 

 
TV Channel 23 Weathercaster Aaron Wilson gives the weather update while 

Sparky looks on. 
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Accidents   Photos by Sheryl Drost  
 

    
                                     04/07/05 Elevator Road                                                                                                          04/23/05  11322Ventura Blvd. 
 

   
                                  04/26/05 Harlem High School                                                                                                        04/26/05 Love Road 
 

     

                           04/28/05 Hwy 251 & McCurry Road                                                                                                           05/04/05 Hwy 173 & N. Alpine Rd. 
 

   
                          05/03/05  6658 Hwy 173 

 

 



The Firehouse Scene – May 2005 

 11

 

Happy Birthday 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Bill Sabin “70th” 

June 7 
 

Lieutenants Retire… 
 

Lt. Bruce Jurgens 

served 12½ years with 

us and is the last original 

firefighter from when 

Station #3 was first 

built. He also had fire 

fighting experience with 

Blackhawk Fire before 

coming to Harlem-

Roscoe. Bruce has served as our medic leader 

at Station #3.  We thank Bruce for his years of 

service and experience he brought with him. 

We shall miss his quiet demeanor, his logical 

explanations of things, and the many calls he 

ran with us especially in the middle of the 

night.  And who can forget his house fire, just 

for us.  We will miss him and hope he drops by 

occasionally to keep us informed of how he 

and his family are doing.  Good luck and 

health Bruce. 

Lt. Bob Hamilton 
also served over 12 

years with us and is 

retiring this month.  His 

wife had more work 

than he needs and he 

wanted more time with 

his small children.  Bob 

was also an EMT and 

spent several years of enjoyable time with us.  

He also will be missed and we hope he can 

sometime in the future work with us again.  

Thanks for the help and for the special jobs 

you made happen.  I hope you get to enjoy the 

family and be sure to stop by occasionally. 
 

Chief Exercising? 
Photos by Tammy Munger 
 

 
 

     Mary 4, Chief Presley put on his walking shoes 

and joined the Ralston School students for their “All 

Children Exercising Simultaneously” Program. First 

it was warm up exercises and then it was off for a 

mile walk. 

 

             Chaplains Notes 
                    By Chaplain Jim Cole 

 
 

 

     Saturday evening, 

April 16 was the 

annual VFW 

Firefighter of the Year 

awards, something I 

look forward to every 

year.  Who will be 

candidate from 

Harlem-Roscoe this 

year?  Alas, it was Captain Bill Sabin, who 

wound up in the hospital that morning! 

(Thankfully, he weathered that storm with a 

change of medicine, and was home in three 

days).  I was very happy for Bill, for he is 

one great guy to work with. But, as I was 

sitting there that evening, hearing about all 

four winners from the three departments, I 

got to thinking about fire fighting, and what 

that means. 

     As some of you know, I began in the fire 

service back in 1955, when I got out of 

seminary, and took the full three level New 

York State fire training courses.  Then the 

bishop moved me to another church, 

effectively nipping my fire-fighting career in 

the bud!!  It was not until 1969, that I moved 

to Warren, IL where I joined the fire 

department there, to begin a fire-fighting 

career of a bit over 20 years over three 

different Methodist parishes. 

     I have enjoyed the service, and when I 

retired, not only from the active pastorate, 

but also fire fighting, I came to Roscoe to 

discover that Roscoe has chaplains, and I 

could still be in the fire service!  I have 

learned that fire fighting is a matter of 

commitment.  It is not just a job.  In my 

almost fourteen years with HRFD, several 

men and women have joined us, but not 

everyone sticks around.  When that pager 

goes off at 2:00AM, the committed roll out 

of bed to respond, be it fire or an EMS call.  

Someone asked me, when you are quitting 

being chaplain.  My answer, when they 

carry me out feet first.  I may have to quit 

before then, but, if so, I will go kicking and 

screaming! 

     I appreciate working with the personnel 

of HRFD.  The department is part of my 

family.  Oh yes, EMS Week is coming up, 

and I want to give a word of appreciation for 

this group.  I have heard more than one 

comment from people we have served about 

the professionalism and bedside caring 

manner of our EMS people. EMS may not 

be as dangerous as firefighting (most of the 

time) but the lives of people depend on your 

ministry.  Thanks, friends, for you high lever 

of commitment. 

Birthdays 

 
 

 

May 
1st           Danny Gunderson 

8th           Kevin Bouton 

25th         Kevin Keen 

31st          Mike Pierson 
 

June 
6th            Ron Swain 

7th            Bill Sabin ‘70th’ 
8th            Shannon Burbach 

9th            Dan Zintak 

11th          Mike Huffman 

16th          Mickey Rykowski 

                Chris Kaiser ‘25’ 
18th          Chris Scott 

19th          Jerry Ocker 

21st          Jerry Lindsay 

25th          Oscar Presley 

                Brian Archambeau 

26th          Greg Zintak 

27th          Don Larson 
 

    Wow, June was not only a prolific month for 

firefighters, but there are other coincindences this 

month.  There are 2 Chrises, 2 Jerrys, 2 Zintaks, 

and Oscar and Archie not only share the same 

birthday but they share a fence across the backs 

of their yards!   
 

 June Breakfast Crew 
 

A. Miller, Eve Salstrom,  

J. Alms, D. Gunderson,  

P. Stanphill, M. Bush, & D. Fish 

 

        Total Calls 

 

                              April   2005 
 

        Medicals -         82       388   
        Accidents -        12         58 
        Fires -                19         44 
        Misc. -                24        87    
      Total  Calls       137      577 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     The Firehouse Scene is a monthly 

newsletter produced by the Harlem-Roscoe 

Fire Protection District.   

 

Editor-in-Chief – Chief Oscar Presley 

Editor, Producer, Writer, & Photos by 

Photographer Sheryl Drost 

Special thanks to this month’s 

contributing writers: Assistant Chief 

Ken O’Dell, Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson, 

Lt. John Bergeron, and Chaplain Jim 

Cole,  Proofreader – Tracy Wilson 

Printer – Premier Printing 
The newsletter is available at Station One - 

10544 Main Street in Roscoe and on the 

depts.’ website www.harlemroscoefire.com 

after the second Sunday of each month. 
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Station Gossip & Funnies  
• Bill Sabin does the dandiest 

things to get out of talking in 

public.  Bill was to attend this 

year’s Loves Park VFW Award 

Banquet as H-R’s Firefighter of 

the Year recipient. But, the 

morning of the banquet Bill was 

whisked away to the hospital 

with chest pains.  Luckily this time it was a change of medicine 

and a 3-day stay in the hospital. And he was back to work the 

next day. You will have to ask Bill about his plant Oscar got 

him. I guess he not only had nurses coming from other floors to 

see it, but one of them gave him orders he better take care of it 

or else. Then they blew up a surgical glove and wrote 

firefighter of the year on it and hung it on his bed.  Happy to 

have you back Bill and Congratulations on the FF of the Year 

Award! 

• Mickey Rykowski is home recovering 

from his surgery.  It seems some how a 

small cut the size of a pinhead in his leg 

got infected. His knee started to painfully 

swell and his temperature spiked to over 

104 degrees.  Before he was through, he 

had spent a few days in the hospital and 

had an 8” scar leftover from the surgery 

to remove all the infection in his knee. 

Antibiotics finally kicked in too and he is 

on the mend. 

• Ken noticed we will have our own club of 70-year-old’s this 

year.  And they all three will turn 70 on the 7
th
 of a month!  Bill 

Sabin on June 7, Virgil Johnson on July 7, and Ike Schoonover 

on October 7
th
.   Hmm….. 

• Out of the mouths of Babes - I hear Jerry McCormick has a 

new nickname by his nephew Austin – Mr. Fancy Pants!  Then 

little 3-yr-old Logan Wilson went to leave the radio room and 

was blocked by a firefighter. He looked up and said please 

move Big John thinking it was JP – well, it wasn’t John, it was 

Bill.  Sorry Bill, we are going to have to start you on your 

summer workout.  I hear it’s a tough one.  You have to change 

couches every hour! Now when Bill heard about his new work 

out he said he didn’t know if he could do it, that he would have 

to consult his physician!  ☺ 

• May 2, Firefighters were surprised 

to find an injured Great Horned 

Owl cowered outside Station One.  

Mike Pierson and Jim 

Daughenbaugh captured the bird 

and people from Illinois 

Rehabilitation came and picked her up.  They report the female 

owl had bleeding behind the eye and may lose the eye. She has 

an injured toe, a broken claw, and is malnourished.  She is 

responding well though with food and antibiotics.  If she loses 

her eye and is not able to return to the wild they plan on 

rehabbing her to use in educational visits to schools etc. 

• The Midwest Extrication Competition is fast approaching. This 

year it will be on May 22 & 23.  They will compete in the 

Limited Pit at 3PM on Saturday and the Limited Pit at Noon on 

Sunday.  

• Colleen reports that our computer guy John Makovec made 

more trips up and down the hallway working on computer lines 

than an expectant father in a hospital waiting room. 

Why Are Fire Trucks Red? 
 

     4 + 8 = 12.  There are 12 inches in a foot.  A foot is a ruler.  

Queen Elizabeth is a ruler.  The Queen Elizabeth sailed the sea.  

The sea has fish.  The fish have fins.  Fins fought the Russians. 

Russians are red.  Fire trucks are always rushing so, that’s why 

they are red! 
 

 

 
Bowling Anyone? 

 

 
Do you have something  

You forgot to tell us Ken? 
 

Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters Association’s 

Fall Festival Raffle – Sept. 11, 2005 
 

1st Prize – Husqvarna Zero 

Turn Riding Mower 

(Pictured left) 

  

 2nd Prize – Barbecue Gas 

Grill Package     

                                          

3rd Prize – 6-Month YMCA 

Family Membership                                
(Roscoe/Rockton Stateline Facility) 

 

4th Prize – Child’s Fire Truck 

Pedal Car 

 

The Drawing is to be held at Leland Park during Roscoe’s Fall 

Festival.  You need not be present to win. Tickets can be bought 

from any H-R Firefighter or at Station #1 @10544 Main St. in 

Roscoe.    Donations $5.00 each Or 3 tickets for $10.00 


