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BBuurrnniinngg  OOuutt  ooff  CCoonnttrrooll  ..  ..  ..  
  

Chasing out of control grass or field fires kept several local 
departments on the run already this season. Above, 
firefighters Ramona Lake and Captain Mike Drost use one 
of the department’s mini-pumpers to help extinguish a fire 
on Kristi Hills Drive in Roscoe. 

. . . See more pictures on page 2
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Illegal Burning  Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 
 

     “I was just going to burn off a small pile of yard debris!” 
commented the resident when firefighters arrived March 30 to an 
out of control field fire off Burr Oak Road on Kristi Hills. How 
many times have and will the firefighters hear that or something 
similar this season? It seems the blustery winds had taken the 
small fire and spread it into the dry field and the fire was now 
out of control. Two grass rigs and firefighters with brooms and 
Indian Water Packs worked to put the fire out. The fire however 
did reach, and damage, an electrical box. ComEd was called to 
the scene. Police may issue tickets for illegal burning.  Please 
follow your local burning ordinances! 

  

 
Lt. Tom Aaker drives the grass rig 764 along the edge of the fire using the front 

sprayers on the truck to put the fire out.  
 

 
Firefighter Ramona Lake uses a broom as Captain Mike Drost uses an Indian 

Water Pack to put out some fire before it made it into a grove of trees.  

 
Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson uses a broom and Indian Water Pack to put out some 

hot spots along the edge of the fire. 
 

 
Captain Mike Drost refills the minipumper with a hose line from one side of the 

tanker as firefighter Neil Roe sends water to the other grass rig. 
 

 
DC Kirk Wilson gives the thumbs up to the tanker engineer to send water to 

firefighters Ryan Goode and Lt. Tom Aaker so they can refill the grass rig.   
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Camper Destroyed by Fire 
Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

 
The camper was fully involved when firefighters arrived. 

 

April 5, firefighters arrived on 879 Greglynn Street to find a 
camper fully involved with fire in the back yard. Two propane 
tanks in the front of the camper kept this photographer well back 
behind the fence with a zoom lens until the firefighters had the 
propane tanks secured. 
 

  It seems the owner was getting the camper ready with the help 
of his grandkids. He said he turned on the gas to check the stove 
and heater.  He said he smelled gas, so he lit the stove, but when 
he went to light the heater, the door wouldn’t open. He tried to 
tap it with a wrench, but a spark must have ignited the gas and it 
exploded. His hair was singed, but luckily his grandchildren 
were not hurt.  All of them made it out of the trailer before it 
went up in flames.  

 

 

There was no saving this camper when firefighters arrived. 
 

 
Don Fish and Shannon Burbach (on nozzle) make the initial knockdown. 

 

 
Lt. Tom Aaker watches as Mark Soppe, Tom Ricotta, and Greg Zintak cool down 

the propane tanks at the front of the camper. 
 

 
Firefighters overhaul to get to all the hotspots. 

 

 
Lt. Tom Aaker, Mike Sherbon, and Doug Wolfe reload hose after the fire. 

 

 
Tom and Ramona Lake set up the hydrant. 
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From the Chief’s Desk 
By Chief Oscar Presley 

 

As we end our fiscal year, I look back on 
some of our accomplishments and feel 
we did do some good things.  But now 
we must consider the future coming to 
meet us.   
     I hope we can man a shift at Station 
#2 for a quick response as our calls on 
the south end of our district increase due 
to construction.   
We have just received the power lifts for 

the maintenance bay.  They should help our repairs to equipment 
as the job of maintaining the equipment is steadily growing. 
     Some other things on my mind: We have again tried writing 
for a grant.  This one is for upgrades on our SCBAs and some 
bunker gear for new personnel; I just hope we get a hit. I’ll still 
be talking about a possible new fire station, but don’t know 
when this may happen. I’ve received several requests to visit our 
training facility this year. I’m glad to hear that it’s of interest to 
others.  I hope to finish the virtual walkthrough on our website 
this year. The grass fire season is here, but the rules on burning 
may slow down the number of calls. The river, swimming, and 
storms will be our next reasons for possible calls as spring gets 
into full gear. Firefighters taking vacations will be greater this 
summer. Firefighters please think of the district before getting a 
large party of fire personnel to leave the area together as it may 
hurt our response to someone’s emergency.  I hope this year’s 
just as great as we can make it be…. Oscar 
 
 
 

Unidentified Burning Object (UBO) 
Photo by Sheryl Drost 

 

March 19, a caller reported that there was something burning in 
the middle of Rockton Road where Willowbrook Road 
intersects.  Deputy Chief John Presley arrived first and reported 
it was just a piece of material burning and he had moved it to the 
side of the road.  A water extinguisher was used to put it out. 

 

 
Deputy Chief John Presley and Kevin Bouton chat with the police as Lt. Chad 

Radke and April Cooper extinguish the UBO. 

Prairie Hill School Carnival 
 

March 11, Station Three firefighters took a fire truck to Prairie 
Hill School during the school’s annual carnival. The firefighters 
handed out fire safety information and answered questions. And 
to the delight of children, the kids got to put on a fire hat and 
climb into the fire truck!   

 
L-r Firefighters Joe Koeninger, Dan Borchardt, Bob Stark, and Jordan Stark 

handed out fire safety items. 
 

  
 

 

  
Above, to their total delight, the kids got to wear fire helmets and climb into the 

fire engine just like real firefighters. 
 

 
 

             EMS Report 
                By Captain John Bergeron 
  

  

Skills evaluation is scheduled for May 23, 2006 
from noon till 7pm at Station One. This is a 
requirement for all EMS personnel. If you do 

not do it here, you will have to go to another location to get your 
evaluation done. 
Also, for Paramedics, the starting dose for Morphine is 6mg for 
pain management, other than chest pain. If you want to vary 
from the starting dose due to patient weight, etc. you must 
contact medical control for orders. As per past, the maximum 
dose is up to 10 mg. After 10mg, orders must be given to 
administer any more.  
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Station Three Construction 
Story & Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

The recent completion of an addition and remodeling of the 
Harlem-Roscoe Fire Station Three completes a vision Chief 
Oscar Presley had for the site for over 15 years. The original fire 
station was built in 1991 on donated land at 13974 Willowbrook 
Road.  Even then, Chief Presley knew he wanted a training 
facility built on the 5 acres as well.  In 2004, Phases One and 
Two of the Chief's vision; a state-of-the-art burn training tower 
with burn props was built behind the station. September 18, 
2004, Harlem-Roscoe Fire Trustees officially dedicated the 
facility as the “Oscar L. Presley Training Facility". 
  

The recent completion of the final phase - Phase Three, included 
the addition of a huge indoor training room and a 4-door 
apparatus bay. The original station was also remodeled to 
include a large meeting/media room, future sleeping quarters, 
kitchen and lounge, rest rooms with showers, radio room, and 
offices.  
 

The classroom and large indoor training room can accommodate 
a myriad of trainings from basic fire skills to extrications to 
technical rescues.  Chief Presley explains, “We could even bring 
a bus in here for extrication training if we wanted to.  We have a 
place to train no matter what the weather is. We can also keep 
our firefighters in our district ready to respond to emergencies 
while doing a lot of our trainings.”  Station Three Captain Don 
Shoevlin adds, “We will also be able to coordinate a lot of 
different trainings at the same time now at this facility. We can 
have trainings going on out at the tower as well as in the indoor 
training room and another in the classroom. We are also ready 
for what the future will bring us.  As time goes on we can really 
get in sync with all the operations of the facility and be able to 
use all its potential.”  
 

The construction is done and the station is operational, but the 
firefighters still have some work with cleanup and final details. 
The cupboards in the kitchen still need to be installed; phone 
lines need to be run, etc. And, as in any construction project, 
there is a lot of dust to be cleaned up.  An Open House will be 
scheduled at a later date to give Station Three fire personnel time 
to put their station back together. When asked how he feels 
about the whole construction experience, Captain Shoevlin 
commented, “It’s great to have all this room, especially in the 
apparatus bay.  Our fire trucks were really crowded in the old 
station.  But, mostly it’s just good to be back home and out of 
the barn!”   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The large indoor training room is an addition on the rear of the building. 

 

 
Chief Oscar Presley shows off the large indoor training room to Herald reporter 

Jean Seegers.   
 

 
Chief Presley stands among the trucks in the new 4-bay apparatus addition. 

 

The new station is almost three times the size of the old one.
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Accidents  Photos by Chief Presley and Sheryl Drost 
  

   
                                                                      03/11/06  13910 Dearborn Ave                                                                             04/03/06 Hwy 251 & Forest Hills Road.           

 

     
                        03/16/06 10144 Main St.                                                                                                  03/17/06 Willowbrook Road & Rockton Road 

 

   
03/23/06 Main Street & Elevator Road- 5 car crash 

 

   
03/24/06 8555 Belvidere Road 
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What to Do When Someone Dies 
TLC Group - Dallas, TX 1995   www.copingwithdeath.com  
 

People who are grieving want to get better, but often 
don't know where to begin. The goal is not to ``get 
over'' the loss but rather to integrate it with other life 
events. Although there are no formulas which 
guarantee the resolution of grief, the following 
exercises have helped many bereaved people regain 
control of their lives and, eventually, make peace with 
their loss.  
 

STEP 1 --- Talk About Your Loss - What you have 
just experienced could be one of the most traumatic 
events of your life. If you feel depleted, depressed or 
angry, you are normal. And the most important thing 
you can do to reduce the pain is talk about your loss. 
You may get the message from family and friends, 
that you are abnormal or should be over your loss, so 
you may need to seek out other listeners. People you 
know who have had a similar loss are usually the most 
helpful, although empathetic family and friends can be 
as helpful. Support groups are a great place to talk. 
And, counselors can be wonderful sources for short-
term grief therapy.  
 

STEP 2 - Read books and stories of people who 
have experienced a similar loss - In this society, we 
have very little, if any, experience of normal grief. 
The most common reaction most people have is that 
they feel they are going crazy. By reading other's 
words, they find out they are normal, their actions are 
normal and their thoughts are normal. It is usually 
very comforting and reassuring. These stories also 
give you the idea of what your journey will be like 
and how long it will take. This helps reduce the 
paralyzing fear you may feel. And finally, stories offer 
encouragement. You know others have made it 
through grief and that helps give you the strength to 
continue on your personal journey.  
 

STEP 3 - Write about your thoughts and feelings -  
By getting your thoughts and feelings on paper, they 
become less vague and more concrete. They become 
easier to deal with and usually less frightening. 
Sometimes you may feel like you are going in circles 
and not getting any better. By writing, you will be able 
to see your progress. We suggest you make a diary. As 
time goes on you will probably write less and less 
frequently, showing your pain is lessening. Writing is 
also a great substitute when you feel you need to talk, 
but no one is available - like late at night.  
 

STEP 4 - Exercise your body - Bereavement is the 
most stressful life event. To handle this stress and 
keep it from building up in your body, you need to do 
some form of body work.  This could mean walking or 
playing tennis or it could mean refinishing or hitting a 
pillow or punching bag. It is a great way to release 
your anger in a constructive way. Studies have shown 
that bereavement lowers your body’s immune system 
and exercise helps combat that. 

                     

                      Chaplain’s Corner 
                           By Chaplain Jim Cole 
 

                           On December 31, 1939, my father died, at the age of 38.   
                            I was 12.  My mother was just eight weeks short of age  
                            34.  In April, 1942, she remarried.  It was good to have a  
                            father, even if it was not my birth father.  We had a good 
                            relationship, good enough that I had him as my best man 
                            when I was married.  In the summer of 1987, Mother was 
                            making a tape of her life story.   When she got to telling 
about Dad's death, she said, "After 47 years, I still weep from the heart."  I 
replayed that tape a couple of weeks ago.  That remark by her made me 
deeply aware that grief doesn't ever go away.  But, it does heal.  She had a 
great second marriage, but Ed never took Dad's place. 
     In recent times, I have become acutely aware of this matter of grief. 
The fire service lost a good friend in the untimely death of Tyler Kinison, 
who served in Harlem-Roscoe for ten years, before going to Rockford 
Fire. Several of us went to his visitation to honor him.  Do you remember 
a few years back when two fire fighters of the Ashton Fire Department 
were killed in a house fire?  Some of us went to their funeral, which was 
held in the school gym, because of the size of the crowd.  There were 2000 
people there, and 1000 were in fire department blue. When I was on the 
Shirland Fire Department, a young boy was lost in a house fire.  Several of 
us went to his funeral.   It is painful to lose a child. 
     I could go on, but it is one of the facts of fire and EMS service that 
there is the stress of the loss of, not only civilian people, but also of fire 
personnel in the line of duty.  And, there are occasions of grief when the 
death is not line of duty, but the person who died was important to us, as 
one retired, or victim of an accident.  Emergency responders and care 
giving professionals are taught to be tough, and don't have the luxury of 
having stress reactions, because they have to do their job. 
     Because firefighters and EMS personnel are supposed to "be tough," 
there is the idea that we do not cry, or feel bad, or otherwise grieve.  But, 
grief is real.  It is one of the responses to the stress of our job.  Grief and 
stress are natural responses to any loss or change in our lives -- even 
positive change.  Grief is a spiral of feelings and reactions.  It is not a line 
with a beginning and an end. Trauma and grief know no time. 
     Every year since 1993, I have attended the Federation of Fire 
Chaplains, which are not conferences to have a good time, but training 
events (although we do have a good time).  Two or three years ago, the 
theme of the conference was stress, which includes grief.  One of the 
pieces I brought back had the following information.  They listed 26 
different symptoms of grief.   I’ll  list just a few of them: guilt, inability to 
function at work or home, depression, anger and/or hostility, 
memories/flashbacks, sleep disturbance, despair, strained relations -- you 
get the idea. These responses are normal.  It is OK to cry, for instance.  All 
of us, no matter what our job or background, will experience stress or 
grief, whether it is the loss of a job or relationship, a loss of hope, or the 
death of a loved one. That's a fact and it can feel out of control.  The good 
news is that we can take back our power, and get the help we deserve. 
     In extreme cases, there is a Critical Incident Stress Management 
(CISM) Team available for fires with a major loss of life.  Chaplain John 
Powell has advanced training in this, and I have had the basic training.  In 
less traumatic cases, such as the death of a family member, one of us is 
available for personal, private counsel. 
     I could write a lot more, but suffice it to say that the matter of grief is 
real, and you do not have to suffer it alone. Give one of us chaplains a call 
at any time. …Chaplain Jim Cole. 
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By Captain Don Shoevlin, Training Officer 

 
Training at Harlem-Roscoe Fire is in full 
swing.  The New Recruit/Firefighter II class 
is moving along very well. We are trying to 
keep a lot of you attending some kind of 
extra training. We recently had firefighters 
attend the Light-em and Fight-em Class as 
well as the Smoke Readers’ Class held at 
other fire departments. We have firefighters 

working on finishing Firefighter III as well as management and 
officer Classes. Fire College is fast approaching – there is a sign-
up sheet at Station One. Then there are on-going tech rescue, 
extrication, and water rescue trainings. We wish to continue to 
provide all of the training opportunities available. Keep up the 
good work.   
 

Training Night Snapshots  Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 
March 24 - Instructor Mike Huffman goes over different rescue tools. 

 

  
April 5 – Lt. Aaron Miller demonstrates the new rescue jacks. 

 

  
April 5 – Left, one of the new recruits, Scott Gradenius, learns how to use the 

Hurst Cutters.  Right, Jeff Morris practices with the Jaws of Life.  

 

 
Lt. Chad Radke works with a group on the hand-held extrication tools. 

 

New Recruit / Firefighter II Snapshots Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 
March 19 - Instructor Jerry McCormick gives the class instructions on the next 

evolution into the training tower. 
 

 
Instructor Ramona Lake checks to see that the trainee’s masks are completely 

covered as they head into the training maze. 
 

  
Trainees are blinded and their goal is to find their way through a maze of 

obstacles throughout the tower.  Above Tom Lake keeps an eye on a group 

encouraging them to talk to each other and to stay in contact. 
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Technical Rescue Team Trains at Tower 
Story & Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

March 18, the Stateline Technical Rescue Team used Harlem-
Roscoe’s training facility for their monthly team training. Lt. 
Chad Radke explained, “For this month’s training, we went over 
the trench equipment in our trailer, then set up in the training 
tower’s elevator shaft for rope rescue practice using the 
equipment in South Beloit’s trailer.”   
 

The team has trailers fully equipped with equipment for different 
types of technical rescues such as high angle, rope, confined 
space, trench, hazmat, etc. The trailers are stationed at Harlem-
Roscoe Fire, South Beloit Fire, Beloit Fire, Janesville Fire, and 
Belvidere Fire. At this training they used Harlem-Roscoe Fire’s 
trailer for trench and collapse rescues and South Beloit Fire’s 
trailer for rope rescues.  
 

There are currently 11 fire departments on the team: Beloit Fire, 
Belvidere Fire, Clinton Fire, Fontana Fire, Harlem-Roscoe Fire, 
Janesville Fire, Rockton Fire, Sharon Fire, South Beloit Fire, 
Town of Beloit Fire, and Town of Turtle Fire. 
 

  
South Beloit Fire’s trailer contains equipment for rope rescues. 

 

  
H-R’s trailer contains equipment for trench and confined space rescues. 

 

 
A maze of ropes and pulleys were used in the close quarters to practice raising 

and lowering rescuers and victims in the elevator shaft.  

 
 

 

 

 
Tom Lake is secured safely to the ropes before being lowered down the shaft. 

 

Safety is a major concern as Lt. Chad Radke and Mike Huffman double check 

Radi Huggard’s equipment before they lower him down the elevator shaft. 
 

  
Left, the tech team members pull Lt. Aaron Miller up the elevator shaft and right, 

Radi Huggard is lowered back down. 
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Gone,   

But not forgotten   
 

 

Some people come into our lives,  

And quickly go. Some stay awhile and leave 

footprints in our hearts. And,  

We are never, ever the same. 
 

• Margaret E. Presley, mother to Chief 

Oscar Presley and grandma to Deputy 

Chief John Presley and Lt. Jeff Ball’s wife 

Marcie, passed away on March 28, 2006. 

Our deepest sympathies and prayers go 
out to Oscar and John and their family.  
 

 
One of my favorite pictures of Oscar’s mom is this 

one I took on one of her visits to Illinois. I had asked 

her how she kept Oscar in line all these years, and 

she showed me! 
 

Giving when it Counts... 
 
 There is a story I receive 

every once in a while 
in my email about a 
little girl named Liz 
who was suffering 
from a rare & 

serious disease. Her only chance of 
recovery appeared to be a blood 
transfusion from her 5-year old brother, 
who had miraculously survived the same  
disease and had developed the antibodies 
needed to combat the illness.   
     The doctor explained the situation to 
her little brother, and asked the little boy 
if he would be willing to give his blood to 
his sister.  He hesitated for only a moment 
before taking a deep breath and said, "Yes 
I'll do it, if it will save her."  
     As his transfusion progressed, he lay in 
bed next to his sister and smiled, as 
everyone in the room did, seeing the color 
returning to her cheek. Then his face grew 
pale and his smile faded. He looked up at 
the doctor and asked with a trembling 
voice, "Will I start to die right away". 
Being young, the little boy had 
misunderstood the doctor; he thought he 
was going to have to give his sister all of 
his blood in order to save  
her. 

Scott’s Law 

Recently a Boone County 
Officer was struck and 
injured while on an 

accident scene by a passing motorist.  
This may be a good time to remind 
everyone of the Scott’s Law. The 
following information was taken from the 
Illinois State Police website: 
www.isp.state.il.us 
 

SPRINGFIELD, IL – The Illinois State 
Police (ISP) reminds motorists of Scott’s 
Law which increases the penalties for 
drivers who fail to yield to emergency 
vehicles or cause accidents or injury to 
public safety or service personnel at 
roadside emergency scenes. Offenders can 
expect to be fined up to $10,000 and have 
their driver’s license suspended for up to 
two years. 
 

Penalties for violating Scott’s Law 
include: a fine of not more than $10,000 
suspension of driving privileges for a 
period of up to a year but not less than 90 
days for damaging another person’s 
property suspension of driving privileges 
for a period of not less than180 days but 
no more than two years for injuring 
another person a two-year suspension of 
driving privileges for causing the death of 
another person.  
  

The ISP encourages motorists to follow 
these precautions when approaching an 
emergency vehicle with its lights 
activated: Slow down and proceed with 
caution. Yield the right-of-way by 
changing into a lane not immediately 
adjacent to the emergency vehicle. Be 
prepared to pull over to the right-hand 
side of the roadway and stop if directed to 
do so. Be watchful of the movement of 
emergency personnel and equipment. 
Nolen advised the legislation applies to all 
vehicles displaying flashing lights, 
including highway maintenance vehicles.  
 
 

Success by Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 

     To laugh often and much; To win the 

respect of intelligent people and the 

affection of children; To earn the 

appreciation of honest critics and endure the 

betrayal of false friends; To appreciate 

beauty, to find the best in others; To leave 

the world a bit better, whether by a healthy 

child, a garden patch, or a redeemed social 

condition; To know even one life has 

breathed easier because you have lived; 

This is to have succeeded. 

Birthdays 
 

 
 
 
 

April 

 

1st         Jeff Ball 
10th       Colleen Bloyer 
12th       Ami Rafferty 
13th       Chaplain John Powell 
14th       Eve Salstrom 
21st       Jim Burdick 
24th       Paul Stanphill 
 

May 
 

1st         Dan Gunderson 
8th         Kevin Bouton 
23rd       Rob Lukowski 
25th       Kevin Keen 
31st       Jordan Stark 
 

 May Breakfast Crew 
 

Marty Green, Rob Gonia, Ryan Goode, 
Danny Gunderson, Mike Huffman, 
Radi Huggard, and Jim Johnson. 

 
 
 

        Total Calls 

              

                              March   2006 
 

        Medicals -         89       273       
        Accidents -        11         35             
        Fires -                11         43        
        Misc. -               18         53       
      Total  Calls      129       404  

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

     The Firehouse Scene is a monthly 
newsletter produced by the Harlem-
Roscoe Fire Protection District.   
 

Editor-in-Chief – Chief Oscar Presley 

Editor, Producer, Writer, & 
Photographer - Sheryl Drost 
 

Special thanks to this month’s 
contributing writers: Captain Don 

Shoevlin, Lt. John Bergeron, Debbie 

Rykowski, and Chaplain Jim Cole.  

. 

Printer – Premier Printing 

The newsletter is available at 

Station One - 10544 Main Street in 

Roscoe and on the department’s

website www.harlemroscoefire.com
after the second Sunday of each 

month. 
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New Maintenance Lifts 
 

 
     Chief Mechanic, DC Ike Schoonover, gave me a personal 
demonstration on how the new electric hydraulic lifts work.  He 
showed me how he could lift the whole ambulance up or he can 
just lift one end.  He said they would have been nice to have a 
long time ago, but he sure appreciates having them now!  
   

Flooding at Station Three? 

 
Yep, a water pipe broke and water was everywhere at the training facility.  The 

break has been fixed and all is well again at the training facility. 

 
Burning Ordinance Overview 
Here are the dates, but please see the ordinances listed on the 
next two pages that affects you for any other stipulations.  And 
as always use common sense when burning such as: burning 
away from buildings, having a water supply handy, not burning 
on windy days, etc.  

Village of Machesney Park – April - from sunup to 9pm 

Village of Rockton – April from 8am to 8pm 

Village of Roscoe – Burning allowed anytime 

Winnebago County – Weekends only from April 15 - May 15, 
from 10am – 7pm. 

Boone County – Burning allowed anytime 

Note!!  The fire departments have NO power to enforce the 
burning ordinances!  You must call your local police for any 
burning complaints.  The police will call in the fire department if 
they deem it necessary. 

Record Breaking Spring Dinner 
Photos by Debbie Rykowski 
 

A record breaking crowd was served at the 49th annual Harlem-
Roscoe Spring Dinner. The unofficial count has it at 1540 – up 
over 200 from last year. Busy, was the word I hear the most 
from everyone that worked the dinner. For three hours the place 
was full -- with people out the door. Dinner guests tell me the 
food was good and the wait really wasn’t that bad.   
We give a big thank you to the firefighters and their families and 
friends for all their help as well as to the outside groups that 
helped, such as the Northern Star 4-H Club and Tom Oberg and 
his church group.  
 

Dinner Snapshots 
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Open Burning 
By Sheryl Drost 
 

Spring is here and everyone is anxious 
to start cleaning up their properties 
and with that comes the ever 
controversial burning issues – Can 
we, when can we, and how can we? 
 

 Note!!  The fire departments have 
NO power to enforce the burning 
ordinances! Please call the 
appropriate police agency to 
report any burning complaints.  
They will dispatch the fire 
department if they decide the fire must be extinguished.  The 
only exception would be if a fire is out of control and 
endangering life or property – then you would of course 
immediately CALL 9-1-1! 
 

Following are excerpts from some of the local burning 
ordinances. Please read carefully any that pertain to you.   
 

Winnebago County  Sec. 42.3. Open burning 
 

a) The expression “open burning” as used in this section is 
defined as the combustion of any matter in such a way that 
the product of the combustion are admitted to the open air 
without originating in or passing 
through equipment for which a permit 
has been issued by the state 
environmental protection agency. 

b) Except for landscape waste as regulated 
in (c) below, no person shall cause or 
allow the open burning of any materials 
in the county with the exception of the 
following: 

(1) Burning at any time by 
farmers or by their agents 
or employees under strict 
supervision and in the 
course of their 
employment.  As used in 
this section, the word 
“farm” shall be defined as 
in the 1970 Federal 
Census: 
(a) An area of ten or less 

contiguous acres having an annual sale of 
agricultural products not less than 
$250.00; or  

(b) An area of greater than ten contiguous 
acres having an annual sale of agricultural 
products of $50.00 or more. 

(2) Burning authorized by a special permit issued 
by the state environmental protection agency 
pursuant to the provisions of Part 237of Title 
35 of the Illinois Administrative Code, as 
amended. 

(3) Burning of fuels for campfires, picnics or other 
recreational purposed, in areas where such 
burning is consistent with other laws. Such 

burning shall not include landscape waste as 
defined in (c) below, but may include brush. 
“Brush” means tree trunks, limbs, branches 

and twigs. 
(4) Prescribed or controlled burns for the purpose 

of promoting or protecting lands for flora or 
fauna. 

c) No person shall cause or allow the open burning of any 
landscape waste in any unincorporated areas of the county 
which are: 

(1) Entirely surrounded by one or more 
municipalities which do not allow the open 
burning of landscape waste; or 

(2) Are a platted subdivision, adjacent 
subdivision, or mobile home park completely 
or partially within one mile of a municipality 
which does not allow the open burning of 
landscape waste. 

“Landscape waste” means all accumulations of grass and 
shrubbery cuttings, leaves, flowers, and weeds, but does not 
include brush as defined in (b) (c). . . 
 

. . . In any unincorporated area outside of those areas described 
above, dry, landscape waste may be burned on the weekends 
from April 15 through May 15 and on weekends from October 
15 through November 15 when following these restrictions: 

(1) There shall be no burning of wet landscape 
waste, or no unattended 
burning of any landscape 
waste; some form of fire 
extinguishing device must be 
available at the burning site.   

(2) There shall be no burning of 
landscape waste which was 
generated on another 
property. 

(3) There shall be no burning of 
landscape waste before 
10:00am or after 7pm. 

(4) There shall be no burning of 
landscape waste on non-
sunny days when wind 
exceeds 10 miles per hour. 

(5) There shall be no burning of 
landscape waste upon any 
sidewalk, right-of-way, or 
paved or unpaved portion of 

any street, highway, or other public roadway, 
nor shall there be any burning of landscape 
waste within 25 feet of any building, structure 
or property line. 

 

d) Any open burning permitted by the terms of the exceptions 
stated in this section shall, under no circumstances occur 
upon the sidewalk, right-of-way, or the paved or unpaved 
portion of any street, highway or other public roadway. 

e) No open burning of garbage or refuse shall be permitted at 
any time. . . .” 

 
 
 

Please, 
always be 

considerate 
to your 

neighbors 
when spring 

burning!
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Village of Roscoe  Sec. 6-27 
 

“. . . The following open burning activities are permitted within 
the village, unless they cause air pollution: 
1. The open burning of domicile waste, but only: 

a. On the premises on which such waste is generated. 
b. In areas other than restricted areas. 
c. When atmospheric conditions will readily dissipate 

contaminants. 
d. If such burning does not create a visibility hazard 

on roadways, railroad tracks or air fields. 
2. The open burning of landscape waste, but only: 

a. On the premises on which such waste is generated.  
b. When atmospheric conditions will readily dissipate 

contaminants. 
c. If such burning does not create a visibility hazard 

on roadways, railroad tracks or air fields. 
3. The setting of fires to combat or limit existing fires, when 

reasonably necessary in the judgment of the responsible 
government official. 

4. The burning of fuels for legitimate campfire, recreational 
and cooking purposes, or in domestic fireplaces, in areas 
where such burning is consistent with other laws, provided 
that no garbage shall be burned in such cases. . .  
 

Village of Rockton  Section 8-3.  Exemptions 
 

“. . . The following open burning activities are permitted within 
the village of Rockton, unless they cause air pollution: 
A. The open burning of landscape waste during the calendar 

months of April, October, and November  
1) Burning shall be allowed every day during the 

hours of 8am – 8pm. 
2) Burning must be maintained a minimum of 25 feet 

from the nearest building structure or combustible 
fencing; and 

3) A fire extinguishing source will be immediately 
available during all fires; and 

4) At all time that a flame, glow, or smoke is present, 
the burning must be monitored and attended by an 
adult of at least 18 years of age. 

5) No accelerant can be used in connection with any 
fire; and 

6) Burning of only yard waste produced on the 
property, such as grass and shrubbery cuttings, 
leaves, and tree limb. Waste generated elsewhere 
may not be moved onto another property and 
disposed of (which includes all methods of disposal 
such as burning, mulching, and composting); 

7) Open burning permitted by these terms of the 
exceptions stated in this section shall, under no 
circumstances, occur upon the sidewalk, right-of-
way, or the paved or improved portions of any 
street or other public roadway. 

8) If such burning does not create a visibility hazard 
on roadways, railroad tracts or air fields. 

B. The burning of cooking fuels, charcoal and/or wood for 
legitimate campfire, recreational, and cooking purposes, or 
in domestic fireplaces, in areas where such burning is 
consistent with other laws, provided that no garbage shall be 
burned in such cases. . .” 

Village of Machesney Park  14.402 – Exceptions  
 
“. . . No person, partnership or corporation shall cause or allow 
the open burning of any materials whatsoever in the Village of 
Machesney Park with the following exceptions: 
 

A. Burning of materials grown on the property which 
is the site of open burning, such as leaves, tree 
limbs, or branches and bushes, may be burned only 
during the months of April (April 1- April 30) and 
November (November 1 to November 30) of each 
year from sun up to 9pm and all open burning must 
be attended at all times. 

B. Burning at any time by a farmer or his agent or 
employee in the course of their employment on a 
farm.  As used herein, a farm shall be defined as an 
area of greater than ten (10) contiguous acres 
having an annual sale of agricultural products of 
two hundred fifty dollars ($250.00) or more.   

C. Burning supervised by any fire protection district 
serving the village for the purpose of instruction in 
methods of fire fighting or fire hazard elimination.  
The Village President and the supervisor of local 
law enforcement agency must be notified in 
advance of such burning.   

 
14.403 – Recreational burning allowed.  Recreational burning is 
defined as “an occasional burning of fuels for legitimate 
campfire, recreational or cooking purpose”.  A recreational fire 
must be contained in a fire-safe vessel, pit, fire ring or a device 
designed for such use provided that: 
 

A. Burning for the purpose of campfires, recreation and 
cooking shall be limited to untreated dried wood, which 
does not exceed 22 inches in length and 11 inches in 
diameter. 

B. Such fires are completely extinguished by midnight and 
not re-ignited until 6am the following morning. 

C. Burning shall not be within 10 feet from any structure 
and shall be in a safe area where it will not constitute a 
fire hazard to any structure, trees, vegetation or 
undergrowth. 

D. The fire at all times must be monitored and attended by 
an adult of at least 18 years of age until the fire is 
extinguished. 

E. Buckets, shovels, garden hoses or fire extinguishers 
shall be available for immediate use.  

 
14.404 – SPECIAL CONDITIONS. The code officer, police 
officer or fire department official may, in their sole discretion, 
prohibit any burning which will be offensive or objectionable 
due to smoke or odorous emissions when atmospheric or local 
circumstances make such fires a nuisance or hazardous.  The 
official in his/her sole discretion may order the extinguishment 
of any burning, which creates or adds to a hazardous or 
objectionable situation or condition. 
 
14.405 – PROHIBITED. Open burning permitted by the terms of 
this Article shall under no circumstances be allowed upon any 
sidewalk, public street, right-of-way, alley or highway. . .” 
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Station Gossip 
 

• The snows look to be over although, Oscar is still saying 
they aren’t.  ☺   But he came in a little short this year at 
nine left.  I do have to admit though that he has been pretty 
close for most of the years.    

• There is a sign-up sheet for those wishing to attend the 
VFW’s Firefighter of the Year award in Loves Park. You 
won’t know who gets it unless you go.   

• The fire on Greglynn is the first fire in 3 months.   We must 
be doing a good job promoting fire prevention! 

• The bet is on between eight of our fire personnel to quit 
smoking and chewing.  It’s been a week and all eight are 
still in.   

• Our old C-39 is out the door to Texas. It was bought by 
Lorado Medx. 

• Ike, rumor has it that Ramona needs a refresher course on 
751 details. 

• Speaking of which, Ramona, how big is 751? 

• From what Colleen could hear way up front at Station One, 
there may have been too many cooks in the kitchen 
preparing for the dinner? 

 
 
 

What's your Twister IQ?  
 

True or False?  
 

Tornadoes are always visible from a great distance.  
False! They can be hidden in heavy rainfall.  
 

Tornadoes cause houses to explode from changes in air pressure.  
False! Homes are damaged by strong winds, not air pressure changes.  
 

By opening the windows, you can balance the pressure inside and 
outside your home so a tornado will not do damage.  
False! The force of a tornado can rip through a structure, whether the 
windows are open or not. One should not open the windows when a 
tornado threatens - this could actually make the situation worse.  
 

The best place to be during a tornado is generally in the southwest 
corner of the basement.  
False! This used to be a safety rule based on the idea that debris would 
usually not be deposited there, but this has now been rethought. The 
current best advice is to move to a protected interior room on the lowest 
floor of the building, as far as possible from exterior walls and 
windows.  
 

Tornadoes cannot cross water.  
False! A waterspout is a type of tornado that actually forms on water, 
and tornadoes that form on land can cross bodies of water such as rivers 
and lakes. Tornadoes, especially the more violent ones, can also travel 
up and down hillsides. Therefore, a belief that your location is protected 
by a river or ridge could prove to be a dangerously invalid one.  
 

A tornado is always accompanied or preceded by a funnel cloud.  
False! Especially in the early stages, a tornado can be causing damage 
on the ground even though a visible funnel cloud is not present. 
Likewise, if you see a funnel cloud but it does not appear to be 
"touching down," a tornadic circulation may nonetheless be in contact 
with the ground.  
 

Downward-bulging clouds mean tornadoes are on the way.  
Not necessarily! This may be the case, especially with those which 
show evidence of a rotating motion, but many of these clouds are not 
associated with tornadoes and may be completely harmless. 

Station Funnies 

 

 

Ryan Goode does it every other day, 

Tom Ricotta twice a day, and Jordan Stark, well,  

he says he does it once a week! What is it? 

 
 

 
 

Leah and her GRANDPOP? 
 

 
 

                           Texas Hold’em Poker 
 
\ 

• Saturday, April 29, 2006 

• Roscoe VFW @ 11385 Second Street in Roscoe 

• 2pm – 1am 

• Questions - Call 970-4292 
 

$50 Multi-Table Tourney w/$25 re-buys – 2:30pm 
$40 - $60 Tournaments – sit-n-go – all day 

$50 Multi-table with early bird bonus 
 

Live action limit games:  
Special $1- $3 Beginner tables,  

$3-$6 and $5-$10 all day. 
 

Fundraiser for the Harlem-Roscoe Fire Extrication Team 
 

 


