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Captain. John Bergeron makes the initial attack to protect exposures as Chief Oscar Presley has Command. 

  

              

  

  

  
 

Garage Fire 
 

June 8, thirteen year olds, Ivy Hood and Heather Wolfe, first smelled the 

smoke.  They looked across the street on Pearl St. in Roscoe and saw 

smoke coming from the neighbor’s garage.  They quickly ran inside and 

had Heather’s mom call the fire department.           See page 2 for more . . . 

INSIDE: 
 

• Firefighters Save Garage..……………p. 2 

• Children Unhurt in Bus Accident……p. 3 

• Bomb Squad Called Again.…………...p. 4
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• Congratulations…….….. …...….……p. 12
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Firefighters Save Garage   
Story & Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

June 8, Firefighters arrived on Pearl Street in Roscoe to find 

smoke and fire coming from a garage. There were also two large 

motor homes behind the garage as well as a propane tank.  

Firefighters made a quick attack to protect the exposures and 

then made a forced entry into the garage to fight the seat of the 

fire. The fire was extinguished and fans cleared the smoke. The 

garage and a lot of the contents were saved as well as the 

exposures. The fire started in the electrical box in the garage and 

spread into the attic area. Most of the overhaul for the 

firefighters was in the attic area of the garage.   

 
The fire was just venting along the back corner when firefighters arrived. 
Another few minutes and the exposure may have been damaged. 
 

 
 Captain John Bergeron made quick work of the fire at the rear of the garage. 

 

  
Left, Lt. Aaron Miller makes the initial attack inside the building after making 
forcible entry by kicking in the door. Right Kevin Bouton takes over on the front 
of the hose line.  

 

 
Tanker driver Captain Mike Drost and Engine 701 driver Lt. Tom Aaker, hook 
the tanker up to fill the attack Engine. 
 

 
Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell oversees the inside overhaul which was mostly in the 
attic area and had to be reached from a ladder. 
 

 
The fire started at the electrical box and spread up to the attic roof area. 
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Bad Day at the Golf Course? 
Story & Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

June 2, Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters arrived at the Ledges Golf 

Course on McCurry Road to find the engine compartment of a 

Pontiac Grand Prix fully involved with fire. The vehicle was 

quickly extinguished. It was heavily damaged by the fire as well 

as the two cars parked on either side.   

 

 
The engine compartment of the Grand Prix was fully involved with fire when 
firefighters arrived. Firefighter Ramona Baldoni-Lake pulls hose for the initial 
attack of the fire. 
 

 
Captain Mike Drost and Firefighter Ramona Baldoni-Lake attack the fire. 

 
  

Children Unhurt in Bus Accident 
Story & Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

 

June 1, a bus full of Stone Creek and 

Ledgewood School students took quite a 

ride out into the middle of a horse pasture. 

Police report the bus driver blacked out for a 

second and the bus traveled down a ditch, 

and busted through a wire fence before 

coming to a stop out in the middle of the 

field. (Pictured left) The driver was 

transported to the hospital by a Harlem-

Roscoe ambulance. The students were 

shook up (except for a few that thought the 

ride was pretty cool) but all seemed to be 

fine. The students were helped off the bus through the back door 

to wait for replacement bus that was on its way. But, before it 

could get there, most of the anxious parents arrived on scene to 

check on their child.   
 

 
Chief Oscar Presley checks out the wire fence still wrapped around the bus 

. 
 

  
The front and the back of the bus received damage. 

 
 

 
The students were taken off the hot bus through the back door to wait for the 
replacement bus. 
 

 
Firefighter/Paramedic Chris Kaiser kept track of which students were released 
to their parents.   
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Bomb Squad Called to Roscoe Again 
Story & Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

May 23, a local resident called the Roscoe Police Department to 

ask what he should do with an old hand grenade and mortar he 

had found. The resident explained to me that he was using his 

metal detector in an area south of the Rockford Airport when he 

came across these items. He said he knew that the Boy Scouts 

used that area so he decided to take them home. After reading a 

story in the Register Star about someone else finding one and 

turning them in, he decided he better call the local police.  
 

Roscoe police immediately secured the area and stood by with 

the fire department to wait for the Winnebago County Hazardous 

Devices and Explosives Squad to arrive and assess the danger.  

The squad arrived and one of the officers donned his protective 

gear and secured the items in their protective container. It was 

then taken to the nearby quarry and rendered safe by detonating 

it with an explosive charge.   
 

 
Harlem-Roscoe Fire Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell radios to the fire trucks on the 
other side of the secured area that the bomb squad had arrived as he waits in the 
staging area with Roscoe Police Chief Wilder.  
 

 
An officer of the Winnebago County Hazardous Devices and Explosives Squad 
wearing protective gear secures the items in their safe container.   

 

 

 

Suspicious Fire 
Photo by Sheryl Drost 
 

 
 

May 22, Firefighters were dispatched for smoke coming from 

underneath a bridge on Hwy 251 near Crystal Drive in 

Machesney Park. Above, Firefighter Chris Scott uses a water 

extinguisher to put out a burning piece of furniture.  Police are 

investigating the matter.  

 

Missing Swimmers in Rock River 
Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

  
Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell watches as one of Harlem-Roscoe’s boats is put into 
the water. Firefighters Danny Gunderson and Jeff Brandenburg are in the boat.   
 

Just after midnight on June 4, Roscoe Police called for the fire 

department to put their boats in at Riverside Park, to search for a 

person reported to be missing in the river.  It seems some people 

at a party near the park decided to go swimming, and some were 

now believed to be missing. A water rescue MABAS was 

dispatched when it was learned that there may be three victims 

in the water. The MABAS was quickly cancelled when it was 

learned that all the victims that were reported missing showed up 

back at the party.    

 

 

                           Texas Hold-em Poker 
 

\                                                           Thursday, June 15, 2006 

South Beloit American Legion 

1606 Blackhawk Blvd in South Beloit 

4pm to midnight 
 

This is a fundraiser for the  

Harlem-Roscoe Fire Extrication Team 
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From the Chief’s Desk 
By Chief Oscar Presley 
 

  

Firefighters…Sometimes you may think 

your officers are only on board to give you 

grief or to order you and boss you around.  

However, just as you are ever busy 

working, they are also under pressure to see 

things are happening as they should. I know 

we are all working many projects, going to 

classes, teaching, and training to see we 

represent our public to meet their needs.   
 

At the front office, the phone rings off the hook. Its budget time, 

final reports from last season are due, and we are talking 

equipment needs, uniforms, trucks, suburban, new subdivisions, 

and mapping. We are meeting with local officials, the central 

dispatch, National Fire Code, sprinkler codes, and still trying to 

get Station #3 finished. Our officers are going to meetings trying 

to represent us at conferences, chief’s meetings, and community 

meetings. We seem to be doing more getting ready for 

emergencies and planning, than fighting fire or answering calls.  

We are the leaders in the area for number of calls among 

volunteer departments.   
 

Now remember, when you leave town, make sure someone is 

covering for you. If not, you may be letting the department 

down.  Lets all have a fun-filled safe summer…..  Oscar 

 
County-wide Dispatch Meeting 
By Chief Oscar Presley 

 

 
 

June 8, I called for a luncheon meeting at the Hawksview 

Restaurant to continue discussions on the possibilities of a 

central county-wide dispatch for county fire departments at the 

new dispatch center on North Main in Rockford.  In attendance 

were 12 Volunteer Fire Chiefs plus about 18 of their Trustees, 

Winnebago County Chairman Scott Christiansen, Winnebago 

County Sheriff Richard Meyers, Lt. Fritz from the 9-1-1 Center, 

and radio coordinator Mr. Anderson.   
 

The overall results of the meeting were met with favor by the 

Fire Chiefs. Chairman Christiansen said he would approach the 

Winnebago County Board to see if they could deliver a free of 

charge dispatching to all of the county volunteer fire 

departments. And, Sheriff Meyers answered many questions on 

how they hope to deliver the services and what was needed by 

the area fire departments.   
 

The fire departments will now return to their departments to 

meet and discuss how and what their departments will need in 

services from the dispatch center.  This will be a work in 

progress. 

  

                     Times Rekindled  
                      By Sheryl Drost 

 

 

Norm Iverson served on the department from 

approx. 1972 to 1985.  He retired at the rank of 

Deputy Chief. He was also an EMT. 
  

What was your memorable call? 

“My most memorable fire call was on Edgemere 

Terrace, a single story residence, with no 

basement.  The house was completely filled with dense smoke.  

Another firefighter and I made entry through the front door for 

our initial attack.  As we worked our way to the middle of the 

house, we weren't concerned about openings in the floor, 

because there was no basement.  But, to my surprise, I suddenly 

started to fall, ending up in a floor-level bathtub, empty at the 

time, but scary, no less.” 

  

“One of my memorable EMT calls was on Burr Oak Road at the 

I-90 overpass.  Two females were returning from a party, 

(around the Christmas Holiday), on I-90, late at night.  They lost 

control of their car, and went over the guard rail, landing upside 

down on Burr Oak Road, pinning both inside.  Neither one 

survived, but the biggest problem was getting them out of the 

car.  We didn't have the Jaws of Life, or other equipment that 

you have today.  We used come-alongs, hydraulic jacks, shoring, 

and saws-alls.  But it was quite a job!” 

 

Do you have a funny or humorous tale to tell? 

“The only humorous tale I can think of right now, that is 

printable.......We were responding to a call, back then you used 

to hop on the back of the truck (if you were not driving), and the 

policy was to NOT hop on if the truck was moving !  But, as you 

can guess, one fireman tried to hop on; he grabbed onto the 

handrails, but lost his footing.  Instead of letting go, we made it 

down Main Street to where Lucky Lock is today, before he let 

go!  The call on him was worse than the original call.  What was 

humorous about this was, after the fact that he was not seriously 

hurt, his pants & legs looked like he had been in a dog fight, and 

he lost.   
  

What do you think has changed the most over the years?  
“What has changed the most with Harlem-Roscoe is the degree 

of technology you have to work with and the state-of-the-art 

equipment.” 

 

What do you think of Harlem-Roscoe Fire? 

 “I think of Harlem-Roscoe Fire Department today, the same as I 

did when I was active with the Department.  And that is the 

dedication of the personnel to have to put their duty before 

family during fire calls, and /or medical calls.” 
 

 
The caption on the picture read - Members of the Oak Ridge Riders (ORR) 
snowmobile club present $500 to the Harlem-Roscoe Rescue Squad Fund. ORR 
officers are (from left) Mike Schewe -vice-president, Ron Eisenhaurer – 
president: with Oscar Presley, rescue squad paramedic; Virgil Johnson and 
Norm Iverson, both squad EMTs. 
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Extrication Team Wins 

Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

Harlem-Roscoe Fire’s Extrication Team competed in the 

Midwest Regional Extrication Challenge in Cherry Valley.  The 

team is breaking in new members and did very well with a 3rd in 

the Unlimited Pit.  Good job team! 

 
L-r Clint Evans, Ramona Baldoni-Lake, Radi Huggard, Tom Lake, Lt. Chad 
Radke, and TeamCaptain Mike Huffman. 
 

 
Team Captain Mike Huffman comes off the truck in charge 

 

 
Tom Lake circles the vehicle looking for any fires and cribbing where needed. 
 

 
Lt. Chad Radke uses the Hurst Cutters as Mike Huffman checks on his progress. 
 

 
Clint Evans uses the saws-all to cut through one of the posts. 

 

 
Radi Huggard puts a cover on a sharp edge of the door as  Medic Ramona Lake 
makes contact with the patient inside the vehicle. 
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Accidents  Photos by Chief Oscar Presley and Sheryl Drost 
  

    
                                                  05/19/06 Willowbrook Road and Rockton Road                                                                 05/29/06Middle Road and Manchester Road. 

 

   
                          06/01/06 Hwy 251                                                                            06/01/06 County Line Road just north of Hunter Road 

 

      
                                       06/04/06 Love Road just north of Elevator Road                                                                     06/07/06 Roscoe Road and Gleasman Road 

 

   
                                                                                                              06/03/06 Hwy 251 and Forest Hills Road  
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              Chaplains Corner 
                  By Chaplain Jim Cole 
 
 

About forty years ago, Betty and I decided to 

write a will.  We did not have any riches to 

leave.  I was a destitute seminary student.  But, 

we had three daughters.  We were concerned 

about who would take care of them if they 

were, heaven forbid, left orphans.  So, we 

arranged with other family to be their 

guardians.  Now we need to write another one 

since our youngest is 42.  Now we do have, 

not riches in money (mostly bills!), but family 

memorabilia that we want to go to our girls 

and grandchildren. 
 

I write this because, a couple of weeks ago, I 

was snooping around, reading stuff at the 

station, and came across the IFCA piece, 

entitled "On Scene."  There was an article 

entitled, "Is a last will on your equipment list?"  

It was about a lawyer who had worked at 4 

World Trade Center and after that horrible 

time, he heard a man on the "Today" show say 

"you don't have to come to New York and pick 

up a rock to help. Everyone can do 

something." 
 

This lawyer, named Anthony Hayes, went 

back to his firm in Columbia, SC, met with an 

assistant fire chief and several firefighters.  

They came up with a program called "Wills 

for Heroes."  The program teams up lawyers 

who work with firefighters - free of charge - to 

develop last wills, health care power of 

attorney, living wills and estate planning. Fire 

chiefs and firefighters at first found the "for 

free" aspect of the program hard to believe, but 

it is true.  Hundreds have benefited.  In 

addition to South Carolina and Georgia, it is in 

Ohio, Virginia, and Arizona. 
 

Getting emergency responders to buy into the 

program is hard.  It's not exactly optimistic to 

plan for possible death.  As Hayes says, "If 

you have the guts to run into a burning 

building, you definitely have a little bit of an 

immortality complex." But Hayes points out 

that all branches of the military require its 

members to have wills (I did not know that).  

So, it makes sense that firefighters and EMS 

should have them, too.  

 

The program is not in Illinois yet, but it is 

worth looking into.  Meanwhile, I seriously 

urge you to look into the possibility of getting 

last wills, health care power of attorney, living 

wills and estate planning.  We owe it to our 

families. 

 

 

 

 

 
Mickey Rykowski ‘50

th
’ 

June 16 
 

Website Update 

 

The problems some of us were having 

loading the website have been corrected.  

Please let me know if you have any more 

problems.   
 

Remember though, our website is graphic 

heavy and it helps to keep your temporary 

internet files, as well as temp files cleaned 

out. Also remember to refresh your 

browser once you get on the site to get all 

the latest updates.   
 

Texas Hold-em Fundraiser 
The Extrication team held a Texas 

Hold-em tournament at the VFW in 

Roscoe as a fundraiser. They did very 

well and another one is scheduled. 

 

 
Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell is the dealer at this 
table.  A few of the firefighter were dealers. 
 

 
Firefighter Gina McCauley takes over as 
dealer for awhile. 

 

Birthdays 
 

June 

 

7th         Bill Sabin 

8th         Shannon Burbach 

9th         Dan Zintak 

11th       Mike Huffman 

16th       Mickey Rykowski ‘50th’ 

             Chris Kaiser 

18th       Chris Scott 

19th        Jerry Ocker 

25th        Oscar Presley 

              Brian Archambeau 

26th        Greg Zintak 

27th        Don Larson 
 

July  
1st          John Bergeron 

7th          Mike Drost 

              Virgil Johnson 

8th          Bob Schoonover 

10th        Jeff Brandenburg 

16th        John Morgan 

19th        Dan Borchardt 

              Gina McCauley 

20th        Don Fish ‘40’ 

21st        Tim Bergeron 

24th        Steve Pomahac 

25th        Jim Sutherland 

27th        Doug Wolfe ‘40’ 
 

 July Breakfast Crew 
 

Aaron Miller, John Presley, Rob 

Lukowski, Jeff Morris, Mike Morrison, 

Ken O’Dell, and Steve Pomahac. 

 

 

        Total Calls 

              

                                  May    2006 
 

        Medicals -        102       455       

        Accidents -        13         66             

        Fires -                11         77       

        Misc. -               23         96       

      Total  Calls      149       694  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The Firehouse Scene is a monthly 

newsletter produced by the Harlem-

Roscoe Fire Protection District.  
 

Editor-in-Chief – Chief Oscar Presley 

Editor, Producer, Writer, & 

Photographer - Sheryl Drost 
Special thanks to this month’s 

contributing writers: Lt. John Bergeron, 
Captain Don Shoevlin, and Chaplain 
Jim Cole. 
Printer – Premier Printing 
The newsletter is available at Station One - 
10544 Main Street in Roscoe and on the 
depts. site, www.harlemroscoefire.com after 
the second Sunday of each month.
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               EMS Report 
                  By Captain John Bergeron 
  

 

Thanks to all personnel who took the time to 

complete this year’s skills validation at 

station one. If you were not able to complete 

this requirement yet, you must do so by the 

end of the year. This is a system requirement 

for all levels of EMT's.  If there are any 

questions, please feel free to contact myself. 

 
 

  
Lead EMS Instructor for OSFNIEMS, Mark Loewecke oversees Harlem-Roscoe 
Paramedic Rob Gonia during his skills evaluation. 

 

Station Three Picture Update… 

 

 
The kitchen is in and looks great.  It now has a commercial refrigerator, a stove, 
triple sinks, and plenty of cupboards and counter tops.  
 

 

The tables and chairs are also in and set up in the new meeting room 

See if you know the answers to some of these Tornado Tips: 
 

1. A Tornado Warning means: 
a) Tornadoes are possible. 

b) A tornado has been sighted or indicated by weather radar, 

seek shelter immediately. 

c) Grab the video camera and tape the storm from a window. 
 

2. Tornadoes can occur: 
a) Most likely between 3 and 9pm 

b) The average tornado moves from southwest to northwest 

c) The average speed of a tornado is 30 mph. 

d) All of the above 
 

3. Look out for: 
a) Dark, often green sky 

b) Wall Cloud 

c) Large Hail 

d) Loud roar, similar to a freight train 

e) All of the above 
 

4. What is number ONE weather killer? 
a) Lightning 

b) Large Hail 

c) Damaging winds 

d) Flash Floods 
 

5. Which of the following is a myth? 
a) No place is safe from tornadoes 

b) Violent winds and debris slamming into buildings cause most 

structural damage. 

c) Windows should be opened before a tornado approaches to 

equalize pressure and minimize damage. 
 

6. Who is most at risk? 
a) People in automobiles. 

b) The elderly, very young, and the physically or mentally 

impaired. 

c) People in mobile home. 

d) People who may not understand the warning due to a 

language barrier. 

e) All of the above 
 

7. If you are in a mobile home, where should you go in a tornado? 
a) A room or hallway in the middle of the mobile home. 

b) Get out of the mobile home quickly and take shelter in a 

building with a strong foundation. 

c) The bathroom 
 

8. If a Warning is issued or if threatening weather approaches:  

a) In a home or building, move to a pre-designated shelter. 

b) If an underground shelter is not available, move to an interior 

room or hallway on the lowest floor and get under a sturdy 

piece of furniture.  

c) Stay away from windows.  

d) Do not try to outrun a tornado in your car...  

e) All of the above 
 

Do you have a disaster kit prepared?  It should include: 
 

1. A 3-day supply of water (one gallon per person per day) and 

food that won't spoil.  

2. One change of clothing and footwear per person.  

3. One blanket or sleeping bag per person.  

4. A first-aid kit, including prescription medicines.  

5. Emergency tools, including a battery-powered NOAA 

Weather Radio and a portable radio, flashlight, and plenty of 

extra batteries.  

6. An extra set of car keys and a credit card or cash Special 

items for infant, elderly, or disabled family members. 
 

(Answers: 1-b, 2-d, 3-e, 4-d, 5-c, 6-e, 7-b, 8-e.) 
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By Captain Don Shoevlin 

 

The recruit class is working on their final 

burn at press time and should be on board 

this month.  We will introduce them to you 

in next month’s paper.   
 

We sent five fire personnel down to 

Champaign Fire School the first weekend in 

June.  Greg Zintak took Commercial Fire 

Ground for Engine Companies and Coordinated Fire Ground 

Tactics.  Shannon Burbach and Kevin Bouton took Pump 

Operators and Commercial Fire Ground for Engine Companies.  

Ron Swain took High-Rise building Class and Thermal Imaging.  

And Paul Stanphill took Thermal Imaging and Firefighter 101. 
 

Below is an excerpt from www.fireengineering.com that goes 
along with are recent trainings. 
 
 

SAVING OUR OWN: MOVING THE DOWNED 

FIREFIGHTER UP A STAIRWELL  
BY RICK LASKY AND TOM SHERVINO  
 

When considering the different types of situations involving the rescue 

of a firefighter, we might take for granted that of moving a downed 

firefighter up a flight of stairs. This task may seem quite simple, but it 

can be difficult. Often we have heard a firefighter say that he would 

have no problem removing his partner or a fellow firefighter from 

danger by taking him up a flight of stairs. When the time came to do it, 

however, whether it was during a drill or on the fire ground, it just 

wasn’t that easy. When the need to move a firefighter up a flight of 

stairs arises in a building that is involved with fire, the smoke, fire, and 

weakened construction of the building present additional obstacles to 

the rescue.  
 

When teaching the Saving Our Own program at IFSI, we present this 

scenario to the students by discussing it and allowing them to practice 

different methods of moving a downed firefighter up--and, in some 

cases, down--the stairs.  
 

One question often asked is, "Why would we need to carry a firefighter 

up a flight of stairs?"  The simple answer: "As long as there are 

buildings that have interior staircases and as long as we have to use 

them during an interior firefight, there will be a time when we will have 

to use them to carry an injured firefighter up or down." Being able to 

get a fellow firefighter up a flight of stairs may make the difference 

between whether that firefighter lives or dies.  
 

Following are several situations, along with their obstacles, in which a 

downed firefighter would have to be moved up the staircase:  

• The firefighter has run out of air and is nearing unconsciousness.  

• The firefighter has fallen through a weakened floor; the only way 

out is up the stairs.  

• The firefighter may have fallen down the stairs while descending.  

• Many other situations also may create the need to make a rescue 

via the stairs.  
 

The reasons this task is so difficult become evident as we observe the 

different types of staircases in our response districts. The type, size, and 

configuration vary with the occupancy type. In places of public 

assembly and most stores, for example, the staircase usually will be 

larger and wider--usually because codes have mandated it. Things 

change when we start looking at stairs in single- and multifamily 

residential structures. Most likely, we will have to get a firefighter up 

and out of a basement/cellar. It gets difficult as the stairs begin to wind 

or change direction as we move upward; we tend to run across debris or 

different items left on the stairs by the occupants. Also, the size of most 

staircases will make it difficult for two firefighters in full turnout gear 

and SCBA to stand side-by-side or on each side of the victim.  
 

Several methods for doing this task will work, but you must train in 

them so that you will be prepared for whatever situation presents itself.  
 

METHOD 1 

  

When only two firefighters are present to make the move, the following 

method works well:  
 

Step 1. After assessing the downed firefighter and calling for help, both 

rescuers should move the victim to the base of the stairs using the 

shoulder straps of the SCBA as handles, if possible.  
 

Step 2. Rescuer 1 takes a position on the stairs at the victim’s shoulders 

while Rescuer 2 takes a position at the victim’s legs.  
 

Step 3. Rescuer 1 lifts using the SCBA shoulder straps while Rescuer 2 

lifts the victim’s legs.  
 

Step 4. As soon as they are up a few stairs, Rescuer 2 (at the legs) can 

now position himself between the victim’s legs, placing each of the 

victim’s legs over his shoulders while staying low to allow him to lift 

up on the victim’s thighs and waist. 
 

It may be easier to keep the victim’s legs up on your shoulders while at 

the same time keeping your hands on the stairs while moving up in a 

"bear"-type crawl. It may be more difficult for others. If it is difficult to 

keep the victim’s legs on Rescuer 2`s shoulders, he may have to hold 

onto the legs when lifting.  
 

Step 5. Working as a team, they lift and move the victim up.  
 

Communications are key here, as they always are while working in a 

smoky environment. Rescuer 1, who is in the most awkward position 

(moving up and backward at the same time), must give clear, loud 

orders concerning when to lift--such as "Ready, lift." If Rescuer 2 lifts 

on his own, he risks pushing Rescuer 1, located at the top of the stairs, 

down and could now have two firefighters falling in his direction.  
 

METHOD 2  
 

This is an alternative to Method 1 when two rescuers are present and the 

following conditions prevail:  

• The victim is not wearing an SCBA for some reason.  

• The victim’s SCBA straps fail and break when lifting.  
 

Step 1. Following the steps in Method 1, Rescuer 1 can use a small 

length of rope, webbing, or his personal rope and wrap it around and 

under the victim’s arms and shoulders, giving him the "handles" to pull 

up on when lifting. Note: This method can be used in place of using the 

SCBA shoulder straps for Method 1. Rescuer 1 can lift and move 

backward or, in some cases, turn to face the top of the stairs and lift 

using the webbing.  
 

METHOD 3  
 

This method works when three rescuers are available:  
 

Step 1. Rescuer 2 follows the same steps as in Methods 1 and 2.  
 

Step 2. Rescuer 1 turns to face the top of the stairs, standing slightly off 

to one side of the victim. Rescuer 1 will now be in position to grab the 

SCBA shoulder strap nearest to him. 
 

Step 3. Rescuer 3 ties one end of a length of rope or webbing to the 

victim’s SCBA or wrists (John Norman’s "handcuff knot" on page 18 

works extremely well when tying to the wrist) and takes the other end to 

the top of the stairs.  
 

Step 4. While Rescuer 3 attempts to stay low at the top, Rescuer 1 gives 

the order to lift. As Rescuers 1 and 2 lift, Rescuer 3 pulls up, using the 

rope or webbing.  
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Training Night Snapshots 
 

May 23
rd

 – Water Rescue Training – Volunteer victims 

donned the department’s cold water suits and floated down the 

Rock River at Riverside Park.  Firefighters then tried to save 

them. The drill was to practice throwing the rescue ropes in the 

right place that the victims could grab them and be rescued.  

  

  
Left, Eve Salstrom prepares to throw the rescue rope to the victim.  Right, Brad 
Delmore successfully threw the rope to the victim and pulls him in.  

 
Water Rescue Instructor Jim Johnson said this throw of Ron Swains is a good 
example of a nice high toss. 
 

June 6 – Ventilation Drills – Firefighters went between 

five stations practicing ventilation techniques. 

 

 
Firefighters Rob Gonia and Greg Zintak practice using ventilation fans as 
Instructor Lt. Tim Bergeron and firefighters Doug Wolfe, Tom Ricotta, and new 
recruit Christi Wilson wait their turn. 

 
Instructors Jay Alms and Aaron Miller show firefighters April Cooper and Mike 
Sherbon the proper way to attach tools to be hauled up to roofs. 

 
Don Fish and Jeff Morris practice using axes 

. 

 
Firefighter Ryan Bussey practices proper sawing techniques on an old tree trunk 
as Jordan Stark and other firefighters wait their turns 

 

 
Captain Drost instructs the proper way to inspect and maintain the ladders to a 
group of firefighters. 
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Congratulations to new firefighter Rob Lukowski and his 

wife Nicholle on the birth of their second daughter, 

Addison Theresa Lukowski on May 12, 2006. Addison 

measured in at 6lbs 4oz and 21 inches long.  Big sister, 4-

year-old Taylor, likes her new little sister - most of the 

time.  Rob says she is a little jealous. Addison already has 

met our Paramedics and had a ride in the ambulance which 

was quite the scare, but Rob says she is doing great now 

and growing like a weed.  Congratulations again Rob and 

Nicholle, she is soooo precious! 
 

 
 

 

 
Congratulations to Firefighter Steve Pomahac and his wife 

Kathy on the birth of their first child, Grace Juliana, on 

May 31 at 6:37 pm. Baby Grace measured in at 8lbs. 

3/4oz. and 20.5 inches long.  Mom and baby are doing 

wonderful and new daddy is spoiling her rotten. 

Congratulations again Steve and Kathy, she is adorable! 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

       

  
 

May 20, 2006 

Dan & Rebecca Borchardt 

 

 

 

                      Congratulations           

                               Graduations 
 

 

 
• Captain Don Shoevlin’s daughter Laura Shoevlin graduated 

from Hononegah High School. 

• Ramona Baldoni-Lake’s daughter Charlotte Jenkins 

graduated from Hononegah High School. 

• Dispatcher Jim Sutherland’s son Charles Sutherland 

graduated from Hononegah High School.  

• Administrative Assistant Colleen Bloyer’s daughter, First 

Class Petty Officer Steffanie Bloyer, graduated May 27th 

with an Associates Degree in General Studies from 

Columbia University of Missouri, while stationed at Fort 

Worth Naval Base in Texas. 
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Chief Oscar Presley participated in the Memorial Day services at the Roscoe 
Cemetery on May 31st. 
 

 
Harlem-Roscoe Fire Prevention personnel Bob Schoonover (far left) 
participated with the Roscoe VFW Post 2955 Firing Squad during the Memorial 
Day Ceremony at the Roscoe Cemetery.   

 

 

 

 

May 15. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

In Appreciation 
First National Bank and Trust Company – Macktown Branch 

Manager Cheryl Razim poses with firefighters holding pizzas.  

The bank had pizzas delivered during training May 16 as a way 

to show their appreciation to the firefighters.  
 

 
L-r Deputy Chief John Presley, Jeff Morris, Mike Huffman, Dan Zintak, Dave 
Doyle, Mark Soppe, Brad Knipp, and Bob Stark help show off the pizzas. 
 

 

Red Cross Presentation 
 

 
The local Red Cross representatives were at the Roscoe Library 

on May 15.  They gave presentations on what recourses they 

have available. Chief Oscar Presley was invited to speak on how 

the fire department uses the Red Cross resources.   

 

2006 Memorial Day Parade 

Harlem-Roscoe Fire trucks parade up Broad Street during the 2006 Memorial Day Parade in Roscoe. 
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Station Gossip 
 

• Equipment Officer Lt. Tom Aaker is in the process of seeing 

if he can get everyone in dress blues. He would like anyone 

that has a uniform that doesn’t fit, be it too big or too small, 

to bring it in, as he puts it, ASAP.     

• Our firefighters are shrinking lately…..anyone taken a good 

look at a Jeff Morris and Greg Zintak lately. Good job guys, 

you’re looking good!   

• Kevin Bouton was at Station One when the house fire was 

dispatched.  They told him Aaron Miller had gone to work 

so he could use Aaron’s gear.  Well, he no sooner got the 

gear on and Aaron walked in!  So, explains why I noticed 

Aaron in Joes Quast’s gear and Kevin has Aaron’s! 

• How come I never get anything more than, “we learned a lot 

and had a good time” at Champaign Fire School…Hmmmm 

• I remember something about Captain Sabin grabbing toilet 

bowl cleaner instead of ..hmmmm….what was it ……? 

•  
Sorry guys, I wasn’t able to get a picture of your float in the 

Young at Heart Parade, but I did get a picture of four of you that 

worked on it one night. Pictured above l-r are Joe Koeninger, 

Keith Sandburg, Jordan Stark, and Gina McCauley. 

 

 
 

Ok, pictured above is the infamous “Schrader pose”!  It’s been 

several years since I have seen it though. It all started over 15 

years ago when I started taking pictures at fire scenes.  After the 

fire was out, Tim and former firefighter Lenny Hemmer would 

walk in front of me for a “posed” picture of their good side.  It 

became a tradition you could say.  Tim’s pose became infamous 

and he can probably show you a pile of pictures from back then.  

So, after the Memorial Day Parade this year, here comes Engine 

702.  It stops right in front of me and my camera.  Out jumps 

Captain Schrader and he gives me the old “Schrader pose”.  I 

loved it! Thanks Tim, it brought back a lot of fond memories! 
 

 

Chief and the Red Hat Babes 
 

Harlem-Roscoe Fire Chief Oscar Presley was surrounded by a 

lot of red hats recently.  He was invited to speak at a recent 

luncheon of the Red Hat Babes on June 1st. The luncheon was 

held at the old Harlem-Roscoe Fire Station, which is now The 

Firehouse Pub.  

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 
(Remind you of anyone?) 


