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Firefighters Troy Vail and April Cooper quickly had the fire under control. 

CCaarr  FFiirree    PPhhoottooss  bbyy  SShheerryyll  DDrroosstt  
          

   February 6, Harlem-Roscoe Fire responded to Willowbrook 
Road for a fully involved car fire (left).  Snow had been falling 
and the roads were tough going.  Luckily the four teen 
occupants were safely outside when first in Engine - 706 
arrived. The fire was quickly extinguished but the car was a 
complete loss.                                         …see more emergency calls inside
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Fireplace  Fire  Photos by Sheryl Drost 
     January 18, Harlem-Roscoe 
Fire responded to a report of a 
chimney fire on Skyview Trail 
in Roscoe. First-in units 
arrived and reported smoke 
coming from the chimney 
(pictured left). Firefighters 
found the fire in the chase area 
around the fireplace in the 
family room along the back 
wall of the home.  The interior 

wall as well as the exterior wall were opened up to extinguish 
the fire.  Damage was contained to the area around the fireplace 
as well as some smoke damage throughout the home. 
    Harlem-Roscoe Fire Investigator Captain Mike Drost reports 
the fire started in insulation that had somehow filled the chase 
area surrounding the fireplace.  Captain Drost explains, "The fire 
actually made it's way through a poorly sealed gas pipe, igniting 
the insulation. The homeowner is very lucky he was sitting in 
the room and heard the fire start and he did the right thing by 
calling 9-1-1 right away. The cause of this fire is a good reason 
to have your fireplace installation checked when you have your 
chimney cleaned!"   
 

  
Left, Bob Stark takes the cover off the top of the chmney as Right, Matt Bush 

saws open the fireplace chase from the outside. 
 

 
Danny Gunderson and Bob Stark dig out insulation that was found burning 

around the fireplace insert. 

 
Dan Zintak checks for fire extension along the side of the fireplace insert. 
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You Can Prevent Fireplace Fires! 
 

1. Have your fireplaces cleaned and inspected! 
2. Make sure your fireplace chimney has been 
properly installed. Check that there is the 
manufacturers recommended clearance from the 
chimney and any structural members and insulation 
- Don't forget where the chimney meets the roof in 
the attic! And as the case in the fire above, make 
sure the chase area around the fireplace insert is 
clear. Also, check for metal fatigue. 
3. Install smoke detectors on every level of your 
home. Don't forget your attic because electrical and 
chimney fires can burn unnoticed up there. 
4. Do not burn wood in fireplace inserts that are 
designed for gas burning logs.   
5. Never burn wrapping paper or cardboard, etc. in 
any fireplace because they burn too fast and too hot. 
6. Never discard hot ashes inside or near the home.  
Place them in a metal container outside and well 
away from the house. 
7. Woodstoves should have adequate clearance 
(36”) from combustible surfaces, and proper floor 
support and protection. 
8. Never burn charcoal indoors.  Burning charcoal 
can give off lethal amounts of carbon monoxide. 
9. If synthetic logs are used, follow the directions on 
the package.  Never break a synthetic log apart to 
quicken the fire or use more than one log at a time.  
They often burn unevenly, releasing higher levels of 
carbon monoxide. 



The Firehouse Scene – February 2004 

3 
 

Firefighters Save Home   Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

     January 20, Harlem-Roscoe Fire responded to a report of an 
explosion and smoke in the basement at 10825 Banyan Dr. in 
Machesney Park.  First-in units reported a two-story home with 
smoke showing and an interior attack was quickly made.  The 
crew found the fire in a laundry room and a bathroom next to it 
in the basement, and extinguished the fire.  A positive pressure 
fan was set up to rid the home of the heavy smoke load.  
     After investigating the fire, Harlem-Roscoe Fire Investigator 
Captain Mike Drost reported the fire started in a sealed bucket of 
a mixture of chemicals and pesticides that were improperly 
stored together in the basement laundry room.  Damage is 
estimated around $35,000.  "Read the label", emphasizes 
Captain Drost.  "Read the label on how to properly store your 
cleaning chemicals, pesticides, and paint products, etc!  Also 
remember to keep them 3 feet away from any combustible 
source such as a furnace or water heater." 

 

 
Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell gives instructions to Don Shoevlin before he heads 

downstairs to help the firefighters on the hose line in the basement. 
 

 
Lt. Jay Alms sets up a positive pressure fan as a lot of smoke had to be evacuated 

from the building even after the fire was out. 

 

 
Ramona Baldoni catches burning embers as another firefighter uses a pike 

pole to dig out them out from the basement. 

 

School Evacuated  Photos by Sheryl Drost 
    January 29, Harlem-Roscoe Fire was called to 5410 Pine Lane 
to Kinnikinnick School for an odor investigation.  School 
officials evacuated the building as the odor was quickly located 
in a crawl space under the west wing of the building.  It seems a 
motor on the sump pump was seizing up, so power was killed to 
the pump and positive pressure fans were set up to rid the 
building of any smoke odor. “School officials did a great job of 
exiting the children from any hazards and then safely relocating 
them in the east wing in the gymnasium and out of the below 
zero weather outside”, commends Chief Oscar Presley.  

 

 
Danny Gunderson heads down into the crawl space 

 

 
Ron Swain comes back out of the crawl space 
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Workers Fall Two Stories  Photos by Sheryl Drost & Chief Oscar Presley 
 

     What would you do if your co-worker started to fall off of a 
second story roof?  You’d instinctly try to stop him from falling, 
right?  Well, that is what happened on February 2 at the 
construction site of a 2-story condo on 2057 Anjali Way, off 
Mitchell Road.  The problem was, the second worker wasn’t 
able to stop the fall, but ended up falling with the first worker off 
the building to the frozen ground below.  9-1-1 was called and 
help was on its way. Ambulances and rescue trucks arrived and 
both men were secured, back boarded, loaded in the ambulances, 
and wisked away to the hospital with serious injuries. 

 

 
Both workers fell from the roof of the condo. 

 

 
Both men were seriously injured in the fall. 

 

 
Firefighters and Paramedics carry one of the workers over an obstacle course of 

lumber to one of the waiting ambulances. 

False Alarms 
    Left, Firefighter Mike Sherbon returns an 
attic ladder to the truck after checking the 
attic with the helmet mounted Thermal 
Imaging Camera  in a home on Logans Run.  
After thoroughly checking the home it was 
determined to be a faulty smoke detector. 
Yep, it’s that time of year.  Almost daily, the 
fire department responds to a fire or CO 

alarm only to find that it was a false alarm.  It may have been in 
a business where the alarm was accidentally set off or it may be 
a bad battery or cooking that set off a home alarm. Harlem-
Roscoe Fire will always respond to all alarm calls and we 
encourage all homeowners to take these alarms seriously also.  
Responding quickly to smoke and CO alarms have saved many 
lives and homes.  And, remember to check your alarms to see 
that they are operational and change the batteries twice a year.   

 
“Scott’s Law” (Public Act 92-0872; Effective 1/01/2002; Amended 6/01/2003) 
      

     There appears to be increased enforcement of “Scott’s Law,” 
named after a Chicago Firefighter who was killed in the line of 
duty by a passing motorist. The law increases penalties for 
drivers on approach of authorized emergency vehicles, who fail 
to yield to emergency vehicles or who cause accidents or injury 
to personnel at emergency scenes.  
     When approaching a stopped emergency vehicle with 
flashing lights, a driver is required to proceed with caution and 
yield the right-of-way by changing lanes to a lane not adjacent to 
the emergency vehicle, if there are at least two lanes proceeding 
in the same direction, and if the lane change can be made safely.  
     Offenders can be fined up to $10,000 and have his or her 
license suspended, ranging from 90 days if the violation causes 
property damage, to as much as two years if the violation results 
in the death of another person. The amendment requires a court 
appearance by the offender. 

 
What Would You Do? 
 

Q.  You’re driving down the highway and an emergency vehicle 
approaches from behind you.  What do you do? 

1. Slam on the brakes and stop where you are? 
2. Speed up and try to out run the emergency vehicle? 
3. Make the emergency vehicle go around you? 

 
 
 

A. None of the above, although they do happen all the time. 
When an emergency vehicle approaches with its siren on, you 

must yield the right of way as quickly as possible. As soon as you 

see or hear the approaching emergency vehicle you must pull to 

the right and stop your vehicle. You should position your vehicle 

as if parking, next to the curb, if there is one, or as far to the 

right as is safe if there isn't, but don't block an intersection. 

Remain in that position until the emergency vehicle is well past 

you. Don't "zoom out" right after the emergency vehicle has 

passed. There will be other vehicles in the road, those previously 

passed by the emergency vehicle, and you'll have to pay 

attention and be careful to merge with these vehicles. Drive 

carefully. It's not only cars that can be recalled by their maker.
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Winter Rescue  Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 
 

Whoops! 

     January 15, a Rogers Ready Mix 
cement truck was backing up to a 
foundation to pour cement at 13426 
Promontory Ridge when the ground 
gave way.  The fully loaded cement 
truck dropped into the foundation 
and rolled on its side.  Luckily the 
driver was able to climb out of the 
cab (above) and was unhurt. 

     Early morning on February 4, with the temperature outside at -4, it seems that a female was driving her car down the 
bike/snowmobile path and as she crossed a bridge on the trail, her wheel slid off and she was now stuck.  A friend driving a 
snowmobile tried to help, but as he was walking on the bridge, he fell off about 15 feet off the bridge. Now hurt, he crawled back 
up to the car and sent the woman for help.  She walked to a business on Rockton Road to call for help.   
     Harlem-Roscoe Fire was dispatched. Chief Presley drove 790 with one of the Paramedics south on the bike path from Rockton 
Road to the injured man. Police officers headed north on the path from McCurry Road and stopped a half mile back.  With the bike 
path now blocked, fire rescue trucks had to find ways to get manpower to the scene off of Hwy 251 east frontage road.  A couple 
units made it back far enough to where manpower could walk to get to the scene. The Chief had called for the helicopter and 
Lifeline Helicopter landed itself in a snowy field just west of the mishap.  Crews carried the injured man through snow and down a 
hill to the helicopter and he was airlifted to the hospital with serious injuries. 

Cement Mixup?  Photos by Sheryl Drost 
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Hay Barn Training Fire   Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

     January 11, Harlem-Roscoe Fire finished their training 
burn on the corner of Hamborg Road and Elevator Road by 
burning the large hay barn.  The home and two small barns on 
the property were burned earlier.  After months of waiting for 
a burn permit from the E.P.A., the buildings were burned 
down to make way for a retention pond for the subdivision 
being built behind the property.  
     Since there are no hydrants or water sources at the site, 
water had to be shuttled in with tankers. This made for a great 
exercise to practice utilizing tankers from 9 local departments. 
Tankers arrived from Blackhawk Fire, Byron Fire, Capron 
Fire, Northwest Fire, Rockton Fire, Shirland Fire, North 
Boone Rural #2 Fire, Turtle Fire, & Win-Bur-Sew Fire as well 
as Harlem-Roscoe's two super tankers.  
     The exercise went well working all the departments 
together. With the no burning ordinance in the county, this 
training burn will probably be the last burn in the county.  
Harlem-Roscoe's new training burn tower is nearing 
completion on Willowbrook Road and the firefighters will be 
able to do live burn trainings there soon. 
 

 
Lt. Tom Medine and Shannon Burbach help set up water supply. 

 

 

Three folding tanks were set up on Hamborg Road for the main water supply. 
 

 
Tankers line up along Hamborg Road to drop their load of water in the folding 

tanks that were set up to supply water to the burn. 

 

 
The barn was burned to the ground in less than 10 minutes. 

 

\ 

A second water supply was set up in the subdivision behind the barn using 

Northwest Fire’s engine.  Above, Byron Fire’s tanker unloads their water. 
 

 
Fire crews manned hose lines during the burn to protect exposures. 

 

  
Left, Captain John Presley had command. Right, two Capron Firefighters unload 

their tanker’s water into the folding tanks. 
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Water Shuttle  Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

     Shuttling water was the drill and everyone got into the act.  
Besides Byron and Capron Fire’s tankers pictured on the 
previous page, the following fire departments also took a turn. 

 
Boone County Rural #2 Fire 

 

  
Left, Blackhawk Fire & Right,, Northwest Fire 

 

 
Win-Bu-Sew Fire 

 

 
North Boone Fire #3 

 
Rockton Fire 

 

 
Shirland Fire 

 

 
Town of Turtle Fire 

 

 
Morey, George, & Matt from F.T.S. (the company from Canada that is installing 

the pyrotechnics in the training burn tower) pose for a picture during the burn. 

George gave the M&M’s (that is what Chief Presley calls Moe and Matt) the 

morning off of working on the burn tower so they could watch the hay burn fire, 

which they all enjoyed. 
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January 14, Hwy 251 & Swanson Rd.  A third car left the scene but was apprehended by police later.  January 17, 6927Middle Road                  

 

   
January 17, Interstate 90, mm 72.5 westbound 

 

    
                               January 29, 6121 Elevator Road                                             January 31, Rockton Road & Love Road 

 

     
                              January 30, Hononegah Road & McCurry Road                                        February 3, Roscoe Rd. west of Gleasman 

 

 

Accidents  Photos by Sheryl Drost & Chief Oscar Presley 
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By Captain John Presley 
 

     This month was to be 
our first class in the new 
training tower as the 
training schedule listed. 
But, between Mother 
Nature and construction 
delays, it looks like the 
first class in the new tower 
won’t be until mid-March.  
Structurally, the tower is 
finished (above left).  But, 
the props still need the 
electric hooked up and the 
propane tank needs to be 
mounted and supply lines 
ran to the props.  After 
this is completed, we will 
be participating in an 8 
hour certification class for 

operating the controls for the tower as according to NFPA 1403 
as follows: 

• 5.5.9: “Instructors responsible for conducting live 
training evolutions with a gas fueled training system 
shall be trained in the complete operation of the 
system.”    

• 5.5.10: The training of instructors shall be performed by 
an individual authorized by the gas-fueled training 
system manufacturer or others qualified to perform this 
type of training.” 

     There will also be an 8-hour maintenance class for trouble 
shooting any unforeseen problems that may occur and how to do 
preventative maintenance to keep the props and controls running 
properly. 
     We have several fine classes planned for the tower and we are 
very excited about, “getting down and dirty!” Hope to see you at 
the grand opening. 

Captain John Presley, Training Officer 

 
 

Training Classes 
 

V.F.I.S. Instructor Don Klinger was on hand 
for two trainings in January.  January 20, he 
taught a class on Blood Borne Pathogens and 
Infectious Diseases.  And on January 27, he 
taught another class on Right to Know. A 
reminder and summary of the BBPID class is: 

• If it’s wet, it’s infectious – use gloves. 

• If it could splash in your face, use eye shields and mask 
or full face shield. 

• It it’s airborne, mask the patient or yourself. 

• If it could splash on your clothes, use a gown, apron, or 
other body clothing. 

• If it could splash on your head or feet, use appropriated 
barrier protection.   

MSA Quantitative Fit Test   
By Lt. Bob Hamilton 

         January 27, we 
performed the MSA 
quantitative fit test 
to OSHA 29CFR 
Guidelines.  First 
we did a sensitivity 
test. To assure that 
the test subject 
could taste the 
sweet taste of the 
MSA test solution 

(Bitrex is the proper name). The test subject placed the test hood 
over their head, tilted their head back and while breathing only 
through their mouth, stuck their tongue out while we used an 
atomizer to spray the solution into the hood. If the test subject 
could not taste the Bitrex after a series of tries they would 
require a different test at a later date.   
     Second, after a short wait the test subject was asked to don a 
MSA mask of the appropriate size (Masks had a particulate filter 
attached). Then, the test hood was placed over their heads and 
the Bitrex was introduced.  Each person tested was required to 
do a series of defined simple tasks such as head tilts front and 
back, side to side while breathing through their mouth and out 
the nose as well as performing a series of waist bends (Sounds 
more like aerobics than testing)! 
      If they could not taste the sweet of the Bitrex then I assigned 
them the simple task of reading a short paragraph out loud. The 
idea is that while reading we are using our mouth and face 
muscles, moving our jaw and temporal bones trying to create a 
leak around the mask seal. I think all said and done we left a 
sweet taste in everyone's mouth.              Lt. Bob Hamilton 

 

 

Training Schedule 

 
 

Department Drill Night 

February 10 – Interior Firefighting – Myth & Reality 
February 17 – SCBA – Maintenance & Cleaning 
February 24 – Station Detail 
March 2 - Mapping 
March 9 – Multi-Company Drill – Forced Entry/Ventilation 
 

Incident Safety Officer 

1. February 26 & 27, Thursday/Friday   0830-1700 each day 
at Rockford Fire Department. 

2. February 28 & 29, Saturday/Sunday   0830-1700 each day 
at Belvidere Fire Department. 

 

PEEPS Class 

February 28 & 29, Harlem-Roscoe Fire Station #1 
This replaces PALS class. 
 

Training Officer 101 & 102 
March 6 & 7, Saturday & Sunday  0800-1700 hours at Harlem-
Roscoe Fire Station #1.   
 

OSFM Roadway Extrication Specialist-Transition Class 
April 5, April 9, April 24. This class is for anyone certified as 
“Extrication Specialist – Roadway” to become current as a 
“Extrication Specialist – Vehicle & Machinery”. 
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Smoke Detector Delivery 

 

 
 Chief Oscar Presley delivers smoke detectors 

to Marquette School Principal Catherine 

Martin.  The smoke detectors will be distributed 

to families in the FAST Program. 
 

Preemptor Installed 
 

 
     Workers from Rockford Electric Power 

recently installed preemptor lights on the new 

stop lights at McCurry Rd. and Hwy 251.  
 

Website Email 
Received the following email: 
 

Hello Sheryl,  

Snoopy's Grandson here, Chief of Logan-

Rogersville F.P.D. We love your 

department’s web site and are enjoying 

reading the newsletter every month. I print 

it out and put in out front for everyone to 

read. I have passed it on to several of the 

departments here in SW Missouri so they 

can see what the neighbors to the North 

are doing. If any of the firefighters are 

interested here is our web site 

www.lrfire.org.   You do a GREAT JOB!                 

 Thanks, Rich 
 

     I truly thank you for your compliments 

Chief Stirts, they do mean a lot!  And I 

have put a link to your website on our 

website. Chief Presley says if any of you 

make it up this way to be sure to stop by 

for a visit at the station!  .Thanks again for 

taking the time to drop us a line…Sheryl 
 

 

StationTours 

 

 

Firefighter Dave Doyle poses with this Daisy Troop 

 

Firefighter Dave Doyle poses with a Tiger Cub Den 

 

Firefighter Danny Gunderson poses Cub Scout Den #7 

 

Firefighter Marty Green poses with Tiger Cub Den #4. 

Birthdays 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 
 

7th            Jenny Vail 
10th          Neil Roe 
12th          Ken O’Dell 
14th          Sonny O’Dell ‘80

th
’ 

22nd          Jason Myers  
 

March 
 

4th          John Donovan 
               Jackie Soppe 
6th           Chaplain Jay Carr 
12th         Bob Hamilton 
16th         Aaron Miller 
18th         Troy Vail 
21st         Mike Morrison 
22nd        Jay Alms 
24th         Jill Evans 
29th         Sheryl Drost 
 

 

        Total Calls 

 

                        Jan. 2003 
 

          Medicals -    96       

          Accidents -   12      

          Fires -            9      

          Misc. -         22      

          Total           139   

 

 

March 14
th

 Breakfast Crew 

Debbie Rykowski, Mickey Rykowski, 

Bill Sabin, Lavern Sarver,  
Bob Schoonover, Shirley Schoonover, 

&Chuck Severson 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The Firehouse Scene is a 

monthly newsletter produced by the 

Harlem-Roscoe Fire Protection 

District.  The paper is written and 

assembled by Photographer Sheryl 

Drost, edited by Chief Oscar 

Presley, and printed by Premier 

Printing in Machesney Park.  The 

newsletter is available at Station 

One - 10544 Main Street in Roscoe 

and on the department’s website 

wwwharlemroscoefire.com after 

the second Sunday of each month. 

Oscar  

Predicts… 
 

17 

Snowfalls 
 

(7 left as of Feb. 6) 
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                  Grandbaby Times Two 

 

 
 

Congratulations to Paramedic Bill Scheider and his wife, Gerri, 
on becoming grandparents – twice in one week!  It seems that 
Bill’s step-daughter, Coalean, and step-son, Seth, each had a 
baby less than a week apart.  Coalean delivered a little girl, 
Alexia on January 29 and his Seth’s little boy, Camaron, was 
born on January 31.  Alexia measured in at 6 lbs. 11oz. and 19 
¾” long and Camaron at 7 lbs. 13oz. and 19 ¾” long.  Bill said it 
was a crazy and busy week!  Congratulations again Bill & Gerri! 

 

Beating Gravity and Avoiding Falls 
By Debbie Rykowski 

    Each year, Harlem-Roscoe Fire 
Department Paramedics and EMT’s 
respond to hundreds of EMS incidents as 
a result of people falling in and around 
their homes or place of business.  Falls 
are the most common type of injury to the 
elderly, resulting in lengthy hospital stays, 
rehabilitation and deaths every year.  In 
the United States, one of every three 
adults 65 or older falls each year.  The 

majority of falls happens in the home and can be prevented by 
following some of the following guidelines. 

• Keep outdoor steps and walkways in good condition and clear of 
debris during all seasons of the year.  In the winter, be sure to 
shovel your walkways, sidewalks and driveway to prevent slip 
injuries to you, your family or visitors.   

• In the winter or under icy conditions, use some type of sidewalk 
de-icer or sand on your walkways to improve stability for you and 
your guests. 

• Illuminate all stairways and hallways and provide light switches at 
both ends. 

• Use nightlights or bedside remote control switches. 

• Provide handrails in hallways and stairways. 

• Keep a sturdy nightstand next to the bed so glasses and other 
personal items are easily within reach. 

• Tack down the edges of carpets and rugs; remove throw rugs that 
slide or secure them with double sided tape. 

• Keep pathways clear of furniture and other objects. 

• Provide handrails in the bathroom and use non-skid strips in 
bathtubs and showers. 

• Use a shower seat and shower hose for those unable to stand in the 
shower. 

• Avoid using oils or lotions in the bathtub, these become very 
slippery on the bottom of the bathtub or shower stall. 

• Avoid piling clothing, books or children’s toys on staircases.  
These can become deadly to an unsuspecting family member going 
up or down the stairs. 

• Do not leave infants or children alone where they are in danger of 
falling, such as on a bed or changing table.  Infants or children may 
wiggle their way over to the side of the bed or table and fall, 
causing permanent injury or death. 

• Do not allow children to rough-house or play on staircases.   

• Little children are amazingly good climbers and naturally curious.  
They are often able to find their way up a bookshelf or on top of a 
table, chair or other high place.  Never leave children unattended, 
keep a close eye on those little tikes! 

• Put baby gates at the top and bottom of staircases.  Be sure they do 
not have spaces in which a child’s head or fingers could become 
trapped or pinched. (A baby gate also protects our Fire Chief from 
falling down his basement stairs in the middle of the night!) 

• The bars or slats on a baby gate should be less than 4 ¼” apart and 
on cribs, less than 2 3/8” apart. 

• Discard any faulty baby gate or crib.  If the baby gate or crib sides 
won’t stay in place to protect your infant, they are not safe and 
should not be used. 

• Have your vision checked regularly by an eye doctor, poor vision 
can increase the risk of falling. 

• Have your health care provider regularly review your medicines to 
reduce side effects and avoid drug interactions. 

• Maintain a regular exercise program.  Exercise will help you 
improve your strength, balance and coordination. 

• When using a ladder, proper placement is of the utmost 
importance.  Your ladder should be at a 70 degree angle to the 
house or wall.  For proper placement, you should be able to stand 
at the base of the ladder with your feet at the base and outstretch 
your arms straight out and touch the rungs of the ladder.   

• Always seat your ladder on a clear, flat, level surface.   

• If the rungs on your ladder become too worn or the ladder becomes 
unsafe, discard it and buy a new one, your health and safety is 
worth the purchase!  

• Injuries from falls from any height can cause permanent disability 
to you, your loved one or a friend.  The members of the Harlem-
Roscoe Fire Department urge you to be safe and take all 
precautions to provide for the safety of you and your loved ones! 

 

Winter Weather Reminders 
 

• If there is a fire hydrant near your home, you can assist the fire 
department by keeping the hydrant clear of snow so in the event it 
is needed, it can be located.  

• If windows are used as emergency exits in your home, practice 
using them in the event fire should strike.  Be sure that all windows 
open easily and aren’t frozen shut.   

• Frozen water pipes?  Never try to thaw them with a blow torch or 
other open flame, (otherwise the pipe could conduct the heat and 
ignite the wall structure inside the wall space).  Use hot water or a 
UL labeled device, such as a hand held dryer, for thawing.  

• Always keep the gas tank topped off. Gas tanks should always be 
topped off; never going below a half a tank.  

• Do not travel unless absolutely necessary. If you do have to make 
the trip, ensure someone is aware of your route of travel.  

• In case there are weather delays, carry a cellular phone for 
notifying those expecting your arrival or in case of emergencies.  

• Always buckle-up. Your seat belt can be the best protection against 
drivers who are tense or distracted due to the weather conditions.  

The following ISP road condition phone numbers are updated daily:  
 

District 15  Oak Brook  800/865-5394 (toll roads)   
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Station Gossip 
 

 
The fire is which way? 

 
 

 
     Chief Presley says we can all relax - Lt. Bill Sabin’s 
heart is truly pumping well now – Oscar checked it 
personally!  It seems Bill had to go into the hospital and 
have some stints put in one of his arteries. Glad to know 
that everything is ok now, Bill! Oh, and Colleen says 
what you won’t do to get out of work!   

 

 

 
Sonny O’Dell “80

th
” 

February 14
th 

 

    Come celebrate with Sonny on his ‘80th’ birthday 
February 14, at an “Open House” in his honor.  At: 6545 
Windflower Lane in Roscoe (Porters Park) from 2-5pm.  
Please, no gifts 

 

• February 21
st
 is this year’s Harlem-Roscoe Fire Trustee’s Appreciation 

Dinner.  All Harlem-Roscoe fire personnel and their significant others are 
invited to this dinner and dance.  Department honors and awards will be 
awarded at this dinner.  There is a sign up sheet at Station #1.  Please see 
that you get signed up.  The Chief needs a head count on how much food 
to order. 

• March 20
th

 – Spring Dinner -  The meal is decided – it will be beef and 
ham and the health department is happy.  Work details will be announced 
and all help is appreciated.   

• Hey Bush, what’s this I hear you uhm, uhm, how do I say this, bumped 
up against one of Sticks relatives?   764 will never be the same…   

• Danny, Danny, Danny, when will your car trouble ever end.  The guys 
got a good chuckle on the key incident though.  It seems Danny had a 
new starter key installed in his car so he threw out his old keys.  Well, he 
kind of forgot that he still needed the old key to open the doors!  Cost him 
a little bit of money to re-key the locks. 

• You might have noticed we don’t have a Chaplain’s Corner this month.  
Well, Oscar thinks that Jim is so busy out cruising around in his new 
sports car that he didn’t have time. Keep an eye out for a white Sunfire 
cruising around Roscoe.  Chaplain Cole promises an article for next 
month.  Remember Jim and anyone else that will be submitting articles or 
pictures, please have them in digital form to Sheryl by the first Sunday of 
the month.   

• A lot of calls for fall victims this month.  The snow and frigid weather 
didn’t help any.  We had people falling on ice, down stairs, off a bridge, 
and even two off of a roof. You name it we’ve had it lately.  Maybe if 
everyone reads and follows Debbie Rykowski’s fall checklist we won’t 
get anymore?   

• Harlem-Roscoe Fire hosted the February meeting of the Northern Illinois 
Arson Task Force on the 4th.   New officers were voted in and this year 
Harlem-Roscoe firefighter Mickey Rykowski becomes President and 
Captain Mike Drost will fill the Vice President’s spot.   

•  
 
 

Left, 

 Mickey Rykowski – President,  

 Karen Pitkus – Secretary/Treasurer 

Captain Mike Drost – Vice President. 

 
 
 

 
A DOG'S NEW YEAR'S RESOLUTIONS 

 

• The garbage collector is NOT stealing our stuff.  

• I do not need to suddenly stand straight up when I'm lying under the 
coffee table.  

• I must shake the rainwater out of my fur BEFORE entering the house.  

• The diaper pail is not a cookie jar.  

• I will not wake Mommy up by sticking my cold, wet nose up her bottom 
end.  

• I will not chew my human's toothbrush and not tell them.  

• We do not have a doorbell.  I will not bark each time I hear one on TV.  

• I will not steal my Mom's underwear and dance all over the back yard 
with it.  

• The sofa is not a face towel. Neither are Mom & Dad's laps.  

• My head does not belong in the refrigerator.  

Happy Birthday 


