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Smoke and fire were billowing out of the barn when firefighters arrived. 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Horses Unhurt in Barn Fire    
 

     August 6, a jogger on the bike path noticed a horse 
barn on fire and ran to alert the residents that their barn 
was on fire.  Firefighters arrived to a barn fully involved 
with smoke and fire.                                 See pg. 2 for more. . . 
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Horses Unhurt  
Story & Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

    August 6, Harlem-Roscoe 
Firefighters started their day 
off with a barn fire. First in 
crews pulled hose lines as 
the tanker crew set up water 
supply.  Firefighters had the 
fire under control in a few 
minutes, but a lean-to along 
the back of the barn was 
already destroyed.  Luckily 
the horses were not in the 
barn at the time of the fire 

but were out in the corral.  The fire is believed to have started in 
the lean-to by spontaneous combustion from possibly a mixture 
of manure, hay, straw, wood chips, and hot days.  

 

 
Firefighters Dan Borchardt (on nozzle), Mike Morrison, Assistant Chief Ken 

O’Dell and Chris Kaiser begin to attack the fire. 
 

 

The inside of the barn was gutted by the fire. 
 

 
Firefighters Chris Kaiser and Mike Morrison finish putting out the fire in the 

collapsed lean-to. 

Garage Catches Fire 
Story & Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

 
Firefighter Jim Johnson heads into the garage after Chris Kaiser and Andrew 

Willis as they make the initial attack of the fire. 
 

     August 8, a resident on Cincinnati Drive had accidentally lit a 
mat on fire while filling a lighter in his garage. Thinking he had 
the fire out, he went inside, but the fire wasn’t out. It wasn’t long 
before a neighbor spotted smoke coming from the garage and 
alerted the homeowner. Firefighters arrived and had the fire 
quickly under control but the house had filled with smoke. A 
positive pressure fan was then used to rid the home of smoke.  
The family cat was located and safely returned to the owners. 
The daughter, right away, took the cat to the vet to be checked 
for smoke inhalation. 

 
Firefighters check out the attic above the garage for fire extension. 

 

   
Left, Firefighters Eric Wainright and Andrew Willis pull ceiling and walls in the 

garage to get to any fire extension as right Radi Huggard hoses it down. 
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Motorcycle Burns   Photo by Chief Presley 

 

 

 

July 10, a motorcyclist and 
his rider were unhurt after 
the motorcycle they were 
riding caught fire. Chief 
Presley had the fire pretty 
well put out with his 
extinguisher when fire 
trucks arrived. 
 
 

 

Basement Fire  Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

 

Captain Mike Drost, Clint Evans, and Amber Drost set up a positive pressure fan 

to rid the home of smoke. 
 

     July 31, luckily a resident on Dereck Drive in South Beloit 
was home when a fire started in his basement.  The resident used 
a fire extinguisher and had the fire out before the firefighters 
arrived. The home had filled with smoke so a positive pressure 
fan was set up to rid the home of smoke.  The fire started in the 
furnace room of the basement and was determined accidental.   

 

Grease Fire Photo by Sheryl Drost 
 

 
Firefighter Jeff Morris checks for fire extension. 

 

     July 28, Harlem-Roscoe Fire responded to the new Hardees 
Restaurant on Quality Drive near Rockton Road and 
Willowbrook intersection for a fire alarm.  A fire had started in a 
french fry deep fryer, but had already been extinguished.  The 
restaurant was closed for the evening due to the smoke in the 
building until the Health Department could check things out.   
 

 

Paper Mill Fire  Photos by Sheryl Drost 

     July 16, Harlem-Roscoe firefighters 
responded to Rockton Fire’s MABAS  
Alarm for a fire at the Sonoco Paper 
Mill. Harlem-Roscoe’s aerial, a tanker, 
an engine, and an ambulance all 
responded to the request for mutual aid. 
 
Left, Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell helps with 

hooking supply lines to Rockton’s aerial truck.   

 
 

 

 
Tanker crew Danny Gunderson and Ryan Alms set up one of the water supplies. 
 

 
Firefighter Jim Daughenbaugh helps out in Rockton’s aerial bucket. 

 

 
Firefighter Mike Pierson mans a hose line down by the burning bales of paper. 

 



The Firehouse Scene – August 2005 

 4

Grass & Field Fires Photos by Chief Presley & Sheryl Drost 
     Hot and dry days caused havoc this month with an increasing 
amount of grass and field fires. Hopefully the recent rains will 
help, but we need a lot of it to pull us out of drought conditions.  
The fire department is discouraging any outside burning for 
obvious reasons.  And the local police and sheriff officers are 
not tolerant at all of illegal burning especially when it gets out of 
control - tickets are being issued. 

 

 
July 10, three of the department’s grass rigs were in the above field at 23395 

Free Church Road.   
 

 
July 19, a burning pile got out of control at 83 Porter Oaks and the fire 

department was called in.  Chris Kaiser and Lt. Tom Aaker take care of this fire. 

 

 
Harlem-Roscoe Firefighter Ramona Baldoni and Tom Lake use a broom and 

Indian Water Pack to get the edges of this grass fire.  

 

     July 24. A burn pile got away from the residents at 14350 
Dorr Road. First it was thought to be in Harlem-Roscoe’s 
district, then it was Rockton’s district, and then finally it was 
decided it was South Beloit’s.  In the meantime all three 
departments arrived on scene and the fire was extinguished 
before any damage to any structures. 

 
August 7, an illegal burning ticket was issued to the resident at 12184 Love 

Road.  It seems an unattended burn pile burned into the neighbor’s yard before 

firefighters arrived and got it under control. 
 

Tree Fire  Photo by Sheryl Drost 
 

 
Firefighter Matt Lane uses a water extinguisher to get water down where it was 

smoldering in the crack of the tree.   
 

     August 6, neighbors called in a fire in the backyard of a home 
on Crystal Dr. Another neighbor who found the fire in a 
backyard tree used his garden hose and had the fire mostly out 
before firefighters arrived. The fire is under investigation.   
 

National Night Out  Photo by Sheryl Drost 

 
Harlem-Roscoe Fire participated in the National Night Out activities in 

Machesney Park.  Above H-R Engineer Ron Klaman gives Winnebago Co. 

Sheriff Richard Meyers and Lt. Kudzma a ride in the department’s aerial.   
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Guard Rail Impales Truck  Photo by Sheryl Drost 
 

      August 2, an 18-year-old 
driving a pickup truck East on 
Roscoe Road crashed into a guard 
rail. The rail impaled through the 
engine, the cab (injuring the 
driver), and out the back of the cab.  
It then pulled back almost out of 
the cab as the truck swung into the 

ditch. It was a race against the clock to extricate the driver and 
get him on his way to the hospital.  Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters 
and Paramedics worked in 90 degree + temperatures to free the 
teen. Above, Lt. Bergeron uses the “Jaws of Life” to open the 
driver’s door.   

 

   

Once the driver was freed from the cab, he was carried up the ditch to the road. 

 

Harlem-Roscoe Fire Paramedics and EMTs work feverishly to stabilize the 

critical patient for transfer to the hospital by helicopter.  
 

 

Harlem-Roscoe Paramedics help the Lifeline Helicopter crew load the patient. 
 

 

The guard rail impaled the engine compartment of the pickup. 
 

     

Left, the guardrail went through the cab and right, the guardrail was almost 

pulled back out of the cab as the truck swung into the ditch. 

 

Horse Accident 
     July 21, Harlem-Roscoe Fire and Capron Ambulance were 
dispatched to 862 McCurry Road for a woman that had fallen off 
her horse.  The two departments worked together to ready the 
patient to be airlifted to the hospital by Lifeline Ambulance.   
 

 

Lifeline Helicopter lands in the field as Paramedics & EMT’s ready the patient. 
 

 

Capron Paramedics and EMT’s help the Lifeline crew load the patient. 

 
 

 

 



The Firehouse Scene – August 2005 

 6

 

Accidents   Photos by Sheryl Drost  
 

 

   
            07/13/05 Walgreen’s parking lot                                                                 07/14/05 Hononegah Road & Tresemer Road                              
 

   
                      07/19/05  Hwy 251 West Service Drive North of Hwy 173                                                                          07/23/05 251 East Frontage Road & Tall Pines     

                                                   

   
07/20/05 Hwy 251 & Bridge St 

 

   
                          07/22/05 Swanson Road – Fatal                                                                                        07/22/05 Hwy 251 & Bridge St. 
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More Accidents. . .      Photos by Chief Presley & Sheryl Drost             

                                                                                                                                                                            

       

                                                                                                                            07/28/05 Ralston Road & Hwy 251 West Frontage Road 
 

    

07/30/05 Belvidere Road just North of Hwy 173 
 

    

                                                          08/03/05 Hwy 251 & Forest Hills Road                                                                08/05/05 Main St.  & Bridge St. 
 

    
08/06/05 Car in Kinnikinnick Creek at Main Street Bridge 
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             Chaplains Notes 
                    By Chaplain Jim Cole 
 

          

There is something 
that bugs me.  I am 
driving down 251, 
doing 60 miles an hour 
(doesn't everybody?), 
and several cars pass 
me like I am sitting 
still. Well, not quite, 
but they are moving 

right along - speeding.  I also see people 
cutting in and out of line, passing when they 
can, just to get down the road faster.  But, 
you know I catch up to them at the next red 
light! 
     Speed is an illusion. Only at Indy where 
the car doing 202.7 mph will beat out the car 
doing 202.5 does speed make a difference.  
Meanwhile, people in a hurry will rush right 
past an accident or fire scene where there are 
emergency vehicles parked on the highway. 
Fire fighters and EMS personnel literally 
take their life in their hands to stand nearby. 
     I read an item where some old geezer 
drove a Cadillac through an accident scene 
and hit a firefighter.  He then chewed out the 
firefighter for not getting out of his way!  I 
am glad to see that there is a hefty fine if a 
person strikes an emergency person or 
construction person.  And, if they kill that 
person there is a huge fine and time in jail. 
     I have never seen it, but I understand that 
people even pass an ambulance driving with 
its lights and sirens going.  No one, 
absolutely no one, has any need to go that 
fast. 
     There is a sign on I-43 that says 70 miles 
to Milwaukee. If you drive 70 mph, you can 
make the 70 miles in an hour.  It takes five 
minutes more at 65!  Wow!  You would 
save five whole minutes. 
     Of course, lights and sirens clear the way 
for emergency vehicles, but due caution is a 
must when driving them.  The other drivers 
will do stupid or careless things. Defensive 
driving I call it.  And, on scene, expect some 
idiot to speed through that scene.  After all, 
he is in a hurry, and he thinks he is 
important.  We do not want an injured, or 
worse, killed fire fighter or EMS. 
     I admit, I fudge it by five miles over 
some of the time, but I have become more 
careful when I drive, and not because I am 
an old man.  I will do the limit.  But, being 
careful means I just might save my life, and 
I do not want to hurt anyone else. We have a 
responsibility to be safe, even driving with 
lights and siren.  
  
 

 

Fill the Boot  
By Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell 

     Once again the Labor Day holiday is fast 
approaching and that means Fill the Boot 
Campaign for Muscular Dystrophy.  The date 
and time we will collect will be discussed at 
the August Association meeting. Everyone’s 
input would be appreciated.   
     We will need volunteers to collect money as 
well as a couple in dress blues to go and 
present the check on Labor Day at the Cherry 
Vale Mall.  The time for firefighters to donate 
what they collect is 1700 hours to 1800 hours.   
     Last year our department raised $4,186.00 
to fight muscular dystrophy.  We lost the 
traveling trophy to Cherry Valley Fire who 
raised $ 5,828.00. 

 

Photographers Update 
By Sheryl Drost 

 

     Nearly everyday the fire 
personnel are participating 
with or involved with the 
public.  If I check the boards 
at station One, I can kind of 
keep up, but not always.  So I 

need your help.  Please let me personally know 
when you do anything with the public.  If I am 
not available, the Chief might be, or he will 
send his digital camera with you.  Or if you’re 
able to take some yourself, make sure to get 
me a copy.   
     We want to document as much as we can to 
show the public how much of your time and 
talents you firefighters give to them. I hear all 
the time from people who read our newsletter 
how amazed they are at what all our fire 
personnel do for the community.  Our 
newsletter is a wonderful way to show 
everyone just what all you do.  
     To the public that is reading this, you too 
can help. If you get a picture of our fire 
personnel in the community please feel free to 
email me at firefoto4@aol.com or drop a 
picture off at Station One.   
 

Fire Personnel Please Note: 
• Please make sure you have signed up to 

work a shift at the department’s tent for 
Fall Festival September 9, 10, or 11.  

• All unsold raffle tickets must be turned in 
by the start of the Festival as well as the 
money and stubs from tickets sold.  

• The Fall Festival Parade is September 11.  
A group picture of everyone in their dress 
blues will be taken before the parade.  
Please be ready by 9:30am at Station One.   
 

************************* 
At twenty we worry about what others think of us; 

At forty we don’t care about what others think of us; 

At sixty we discover they haven’t been  

Thinking about us at all. 
 

 

 

Birthdays 
 
 

 

August 
 

7th           Tom Lake  
8th           Kirk Wilson 
9th           Jeff Morris 
10th         Chaplain John Heins 
14th         Tim Schrader 
22nd         Brad Knipp 
25th          Dona Zopp 
27th          Mike Sherbon 
28th         Keith Lincoln 
 

September 
3rd            Ramona Baldoni 
12th           Trustee Bart Munger 
13th           Marty Green 
                 Mike Powell 
14th           Amber Drost 
21st           Lavern Sarver 
23rd           Deb Rykowski 
26th           Eric Wainright 
28th           Chaplain Jim Cole 
 

 September Breakfast Crew 
 

Donuts and coffee  
Will be served before the  

Fall Festival Parade. 
 

        Total Calls 

 

                                July  2005 
 

        Medicals -        130      731   

        Accidents -         22     123 

        Fires -                 20       87 

        Misc. -                26     154    

      Total  Calls       198   1095 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The Firehouse Scene is a monthly 

newsletter produced by the Harlem-Roscoe 

Fire Protection District.   

 

Editor-in-Chief – Chief Oscar Presley 
Editor, Producer, Writer, & Photos by 
Photographer Sheryl Drost 

Special thanks to this month’s 
contributing writers: Assistant Chief 

Ken O’Dell, Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson, 

Captain Don Shoevlin, Lt. John 

Bergeron, Tracy Wilson, and Chaplain 

Jim Cole,   

Printer – Premier Printing 
The newsletter is available at Station One - 

10544 Main Street in Roscoe and on the 

depts.’ website www.harlemroscoefire.com 

after the second Sunday of each month.
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From the Chief’s Desk 
By Chief Oscar Presley 

 

     We are fast approaching a very busy 
time of the year and we all must be extra 
careful while driving. School will be 
starting and that puts children on the 
roadways at busy times and even after dark.  
Teens will be back on the roads driving to 
and from school. And we still have road 
construction either underway or still to 

start.  All these could be accidents waiting to happen.       
     What will be keeping us busy? We have all kind of civic 
events coming up and will need all your help to make them 
happen.  We also have classes starting and social events to 
attend. I’m hopeful construction for an addition at Station #3 
will start soon.  And we still have calls for our assistance at 
emergency scenes to handle. You may already know, but we are 
setting record response call numbers every month.  I have just 
received several new subdivision plans for the fall and spring 
which will make larger areas of response.  I also am hoping to 
have a couple more pre-emptor light controls installed this fall or 
early spring.   
     I am very happy with the on-duty shifts response and the 
backup of all the volunteers who respond.  Keep up the good 
work!   …Oscar 

 

School Bus Safety Reminders: 
 

• Drive slowly in school zones. Children's 
actions are unpredictable. It's your 
responsibility as a driver to be 
prepared to brake suddenly if a 

child darts into the street. If your 
vehicle is equipped with four-

wheel anti-lock brakes, learn to stomp on the pedal, stay on 
it firmly and steer where you want the vehicle to go.  

• Be alert. Watch for children playing and standing near 
school bus stops. They may run into the street without 
looking for traffic.  

• Learn and obey school bus warning lights and/or stop 

arm. Yellow flashing lights indicate that the bus is 
preparing to stop, red flashing lights or extended stop arm 
mean the bus is stopped and children are boarding or exiting 
the bus. It is unsafe and illegal to pass (from either 
direction) a stopped school bus with its red lights flashing or 
its stop arm extended. 

 

 
 

 

This is the house that Ike talks about exploding in the Times Rekindled article. 

 

                     Times Rekindled    
 

Deputy Chief Richard "Ike" Schoonover 
joined the department Dec 7, 1977 as a 
mechanic. Richard has been in charge of 
maintaining Harlem-Roscoe Fire apparatus 
ever since. He was promoted to Lt. then 
Captain, and in 1995 to Deputy Chief.  His 
brother Bob serves in the Fire Prevention 
Division and Lt. Jeff Ball is his nephew.   

     Ike doesn’t remember his first call but his most memorable 
call will be forever embedded in his mind.  “It still makes my 
hair stand up!” remembers Ike. “We pull up to a scene of a 
house on fire and the whole house blows up with parts of it 
landing not 10-feet from the truck!”  The story gets even better.  
Newspaper reports say that the residents stored propane tanks in 
the gondola of their hot air balloon in their garage.  The residents 
smelled propane and found that it was leaking and when they 
tried to shut it off, it exploded, blowing the garage door out 50 
feet and burning them.  Oscar arrived first and said he went 
through the house looking for them and came back out to find 
them next door and started working on them.  Well the propane 
was filling up the basement and when the fire truck arrived with 
Ike on it, the house exploded right in front of them!   
      Ike chuckles when he tells about driving to a call on 
Gleasman in a snowstorm with Oscar in the officer seat.  He said 
you couldn’t see the road and the wind was blowing snow all 
over.  Well, Oscar kept asking him, “Can’t you go any faster? 
Can’t we go any faster?” and Ike said he finally sped up only to 
do a complete 360 on the curve.  Ike says after that Oscar said, 
“I think you better slow down a little!”  
     Ike says he remembers a training barn fire where they had 
new recruits inside the barn when something exploded like an 
aerosol can and here they all come charging out of the barn. He 
said Oscar tried to stop them but they knocked him to the ground 
and ran right over him.   
     There was a house fire where brakes froze up on 4 of the 
Engines.  The fire was out by midnight but Ike was under those 
trucks for hours in -22 degree temperatures!  He finally had them 
towed into the station at 4am and it was 7am before he had them 
thawed out.  Well, Ike said that wasn’t going to happen again 
and he sent all four truck in to have air dryers put on the brakes.  
He said boy did the trustees raise heck when the got the bill for 
$400 for each truck.  
     When asked what has changed over the 28 years he has been 
on the fire department he responded, “I was hired on as a 
mechanic and the department had 5 trucks and only 2 were 
running.  It took me two weeks, but I got all 5 up and running. 
Now we have 22 trucks to keep running.”  Ike spends anywhere 
from 20-40 hours a week working on the trucks.  He says the 
trucks are more computerized now; they have more electronics, 
and can some times be a maintenance nightmare.  But a lot of 
the changes are good and do to NFPA rules,  and are safety 
oriented.  “Although” Ike says, “704 is a 1985, just a basic truck 
with no frills.  But that truck will pump right alongside and just 
as good as the brand new ones we have in this station.”  
      When I asked Ike what his opinion of Harlem-Roscoe Fire 
his response was, “Harlem-Roscoe is the best in the state and in 
the training we offer and the level of that training!” 
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            EMS Report 
               By Lt. John Bergeron 
  

     I would like to say a big thank you to all 
EMS personnel who attended the new 
OSFNIEMS mandatory in-service on the new 
protocols. Harlem-Roscoe became the third 
agency to complete the in-service. All the 
medications have been added to the ambulances 
as well as the others that have been removed 

that are no longer in use for us. Please take time to go over the 
protocol books that are in each station, as they have changed. 
Also we have ordered the new Ferno stair chair and the 
hydraulic gurney.  The new ambulance has also been ordered 
through Foster Coach and is expected to be here in Feb/March 
2006.      
 

CPR/AED Community Classes 

 

Call the department’s administrative number at 815-623-7867 

for information or to sign up for a class.   
 

     We feature the Top Die Company this month. The company 
sent over 25 employees to be trained in two of our community 
CPR/AED classes this month plus two more classes are planned 
for August. Top Die is a major employer in our district.  We 
commend them for not only keeping their employees trained in 
CPR, but for purchasing and having an AED available on site at 
each of their plants.  I know you get tired of hearing us say it, 
but the sooner you can defibrillate a stopped heart, the greater 
the chance of survival.  So, it really makes sense to have an AED 
in any place where people gather.  It has and will save lives. 

  

 
CPR instructors Tracy Wilson, Kevin Keen, and Dave Doyle pose with the July 

30 class of 10 Top Die employees. 
 

     
CPR Instructors Mike Morrison, Dave Doyle, and Kevin Keen pose with the 

August 6 class of 15 Top Die employees. 

 

EMS of the Month   
By Sheryl Drost 

 

       EMS of the Month for August is Lt. Jay 
Alms. Jay joined the department in 1991. He 
was promoted to Lieutenant in 1999. He 
became an EMT in 1991 and then an EMT-
Paramedic in October of 1994. “Jay is 
extremely thorough as a Paramedic, he doesn’t 
stop with just the basics, and he’s great at 

seeing the whole picture”, comments fellow Paramedic Jerry 
McCormick. Paramedic DC Kirk Wilson adds, “There isn’t 
much that will rile Jay, and he always stays calm and sure on 
emergency scenes.” Jay was awarded the NIEMS Paramedic of 
the Year in 2000. Jay also works as Paramedic Supervisor for 
OSF Lifeline Ambulance. Jay and his wife Deb have three 
children Ryan, Megan, and Kyle.  Ryan also serves as a 
firefighter/EMT on Harlem-Roscoe.  
 

Q.  Why are you a Paramedic today and what made you 

choose this line of work?   

A. “I believe the way I was raised, helping and caring for 

people, is the reason I’m a Paramedic today.  My parents were a 

great influence on my direction in life, so I’d have to blame 

them!” 
 

Q. Who have been your mentors or have influenced you in 

EMS? 

A. “I come from a large family, so I would have to say the 

competitive nature of growing up definitely had an influence on 

me. Specifically in EMS I would have to say Bob Ramsey and 

Kirk Wilson were big influences.” 
 

Q. What changes have you noticed over the years?   
A. “Although slow, I think some significant changes have been 

the respect we receive in the community as a necessary part of 

everyday life. It’s comforting to know that when I go to work and 

leave my family at home that if the need arises, there will be 

someone there to care for them.”  
 

Q.  What is your most memorable best and worst call?   

A. “A call that sticks in my mind as memorable is a call I 

responded to in rural Boone County for a child that had fallen 

from her bike.  After arriving I realized the child had been run 

over by a pickup truck, not once but twice.  The rewarding part 

came three months later when mom brought the girl to my crew 

quarters and the little girl actually ran to me to give me a big 

hug and thank me for helping her.  As far as the worst call, there 

could be several calls that fall into that category.  The call 

where no matter what you do, you’re not able to save them.  I’ve 

been blessed with bringing life into this world and by having life 

slip through literally in my hands”.   
 

Q.  What do you think of the EMS program at Harlem-

Roscoe?   
A. “Chief Presley and the Trustees as well as John Bergeron 

have made our program here at Harlem-Roscoe one of the 

County’s finest.  People cannot believe that we operate 4 ALS 

ambulances.  We are constantly upgrading with “state of the 

art” equipment and are always encouraged to attend classes and 

get CEU’s at the department’s expense.  I feel I made the right 

choice when I joined the department.” 
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     It’s hard to believe but we have come to the 
end of another summer. In a couple of weeks 
kids will be back in school. I hope we all were 
able to spend some leisure times with our 
families.  
     These next six weeks will be busy for us 

all. The training division is gearing up for the new recruit class 
that starts August 21. Anyone who would like to assist please 
contact me. We are ALWAYS looking for help.  
     Besides the recruit class we have FF III coming up in 
September, Roadway Transition class in October, and IFSI RIT 
Training class in Oct./Nov. There are sign up sheets at all three 
stations for these classes. We also have our regular department 
Tuesday night training.  
     The driving division is also in the process of putting together 
our driving program to be approved by the Chief. The training 
officer and the driving division will coordinate this. I hope to be 
able to outline this program within the next 30 days.  
     As you can see there is more than enough going on to receive 
training points. Speaking of training points we are almost half 
way through the 3rd quarter. Do you have what is required? 
Where are you for the annual requirement? The end of the year 
will be here before you know it. If you have any questions please 
don’t hesitate to contact me.  
     Thank you for all the feedback regarding training. We as a 
division are always looking for new and fresh ideas as well as 
being open to constructive criticism. This is the way to improve 
our training as well as keep up on our skills. I would like to 
thank all of the members of the training division as well as 
station officers for their dedication to this ongoing effort. There 
is a lot of time put in behind the scenes before any training can 
take place. Without the efforts of these individuals it would not 
happen. Anyone interested in joining the training division or 
would like to instruct please contact D.C Presley or myself.  

 

 

Left, July 10, Captain Don 

Shoevlin congratulates 

Mike Morrison after Mike 

received his certificates for 

Fire Fighter II and Hazmat 

Awareness. 

.    
 
 
 
 
 

Boat Safety Class 
 

 
Firefighter Joe Quast and Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell participated in the boat 

safety class on July 10. 

Drill Night Trainings 
 

 
July 12 training was more fun than work when the firefighters practiced using 

the hose lines by having water fights. A large inner tube was use, and each team 

tried to get it across the opposing team’s goal.   

 
The training tower was used a lot this month.  July 19 the aerial was also used 

during the ladders class. 
 

 
August 9 training was a tour of Demeter Grain on Prairie Hill Road. 

 

 
Tom Clausen from Jefferson Fire & Safety demonstrates a new foam nozzle on 

one of the training nights at the tower. 
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TRIAGE  By: Kirk Wilson, Deputy Chief - Safety Officer 

 
    With the rash of multi 

casualty accidents in 
our region, it is 
important to review 

the basics of Triage. 
Triage is a way to sort patients and utilize resources when 
dealing with mass casualty incidents. The goal is to deliver the 
most care to the greatest number of patients, and deliver care to 
those patients who will benefit the most.  
     In our EMS system, we currently use the START (Simple 
Triage and Rapid Transport) TRIAGE system. When dealing 
with multi-patient incidents, the first arriving medical personnel 
shall start triage operations. EMT's and Paramedics can 
effectively complete their tasks by categorizing patients using 
these guidelines.  
1. Scene Safety 
2. Keep a cool head; don't tunnel in on one patient until all 

patients have been accounted for.  
3. Clear the scene of any walking wounded. Doing so will 

make your job much easier.  
4. Start Triage by the following categories. 

• RED - Immediate, life threatening. (Respirations 
are above 30, Patient is unconscious, Patient has no 
radial pulses present) 

• YELLOW - Delayed treatment. These patients are 
next priority after all RED patients have been 
treated or transported.  

• GREEN - Designates the "walking wounded" or 
patients with minor injuries. 

• BLACK- Dead, no resuscitation indicated. In mass 
casualty incidents, treating patients needing 
resuscitation may take care away from those who 
have a greater chance of survival.  

     When completing the task of triage, start with the walking 
wounded first. Then continue with those requiring immediate 
treatment and transport, and those who are obviously deceased. 
When the BLACK's, GREEN's and RED's have all been 
designated, all remaining patients are designated as YELLOW.  
     All ambulances are equipped with a Triage Box. If you are 
not familiar with the box, become familiar with it. If you would 
like to go over the triage system at EMS training, we can do so.  
     While patients are being sorted, the incident commander may 
be calling for additional resources. More ambulances may be 
required to assist in transporting the injured. Buses may be 
called in to transport "walking wounded". Helicopters may be 
utilized to transport RED patients.  
     The system of Triage is not a complicated system. By 
keeping your cool, you can be an effective team player when 
dealing with mass casualty incidents. As always, stay safe.   

 

************************************************** 
 

Appreciation is like looking through a wide-angle lens that lets you see 

the entire forest, not just the one tree limb you walked up on. 

 
 

 

Mud Volleyball  Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

    
Left, Brad Delmore fills up the folding tank with water from the tanker.  Right, 

Mike Huffman sprays water onto one of the courts. 
 

 
Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell took a shift selling raffle tickets during the mud 

volleyball games. 
 

Old Settlers Day Parade  Photos by Chief Presley 
 

 
July 23 the department’s three new fire prevention mascots were in the Old 

Settlers Day Parade.  The two dog costumes and the remote control fire truck 

were big hits with the parade watchers.   
 
 

Oscar’s Cartoon Corner 

 

Chaplain Jim, Did you 
leave in a hurry tonight? 
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Meet Ryan Michael Fish. Firefighter Don Fish and his wife 
Melissa became new parents to this little guy on July 18 at 11:12 
am.  He measured in at 7lbs 14oz and 21 inches long.  Mom and 
baby are doing wonderful and Fish is still on an emotional high 
of being a new daddy.  Congratulation Don and Melissa, he is 
adorable!   

 

Bear Donation  Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 
July 16, The Christian 
Motorcycle Club 
donated 40 stuffed bear 
puppets to the fire 
department. The bears 
are used to console 
children when they are 
transported by 
ambulance.  The bears 
are darling, especially 

the cuddly one in the middle – 6-month old Sam Fritsch. 
 

 
Paramedic’s Kirk Wilson & Mike Powell, Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell, and EMT 

Mike Pierson pose among the group to show off the bears. 

 

CHILDREN AREN’T WATERPROOF 
By Tracy Wilson – Public Safety Division 

 

With the arrival of hot summer days, 
pools provide children an escape from 
the heat and hours of fun 

entertainment.  Unfortunately with 
that comes the increase of accidental 

drowning.  Too often, firefighters 
hear people say, “I only tuned my 

back for a few seconds.”  Sadly, just a few 
seconds and 1 inch of water is all it takes for a child to drown.  
Most children drown in their own pools, but many others drown 
in buckets, bathtubs, toilets, and decorative yard ponds. 
 

How to prevent drowning 
• There is NO substitution for supervision.  A child can drown in 

the time it takes to answer the phone (think about installing one 
near the pool).  Drowning is known as “the silent killer” since 
children rarely splash or call out, so even a few minutes of 
inattentiveness can cost your child’s life. 

• Have lifesaving devices near the pool, such as a hook, pole, or 
flotation device such as a buoy with an attached rope.  These 
aids should be kept on both sides of the pool.  They should 
remain stationary and not be misplaced or used for play. 

• Use a barrier device to separate the pool 
from the house.  Install a fence at least 

4 feet high around all 4 sides of 
the pool.  It should have no 

foot or handholds that could 
help a young child to climb it.  In 

addition, keep any large objects such 
as tables and chairs away from the fence 

so they can’t be used to climb either.  Use gates that self-close 
and self-latch, with latches higher than your child’s reach.  

• Learn CPR.  Survival depends on rescuing the child quickly 
and restarting the breathing process.  Seconds count in 
preventing death or brain damage.  Anyone watching young 
children should learn CPR.  This includes babysitters, 
grandparents, older siblings, and you.  CPR training is 

available thru the Harlem-Roscoe Fire Department for 

anyone.  Call 623-7867 to schedule a class. 

• Don’t allow anyone to swim without a spotter.  Examples of 
good safety behavior by adults are important for children.  
Even teenagers should be monitored as they often overestimate 
their abilities, take unsafe risks, and sometimes experiment 
with drugs or alcohol while using the pool.  Remember the 
most important element is to supervise in a pool.  If you leave 
the pool area take the child with you. 

• Store all toys out of the pool area.  Young children have no 
concept of risk.  A child playing with toys could accidentally 
fall into the water. 

Drowning prevention is not for someone else.  It is for you.  
Because only by increasing awareness can we reduce incidents.  
Swimming lessons give parents a false sense of security.  The 
fact is, kids panic and forget necessary training. Do not let 
yourself be lulled into a false sense of security by installing pool 
safety products.  These are only layers of barriers; there is no 
replacement for supervision.  When adults become preoccupied, 
children are at risk. You cannot be too cautious.  Keep water 
play safe and fun. 
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Station Funnies 
 

 
Uh Ken, I think you were supposed  

to be watering the mud courts? 

 

 
Take a good look at this cows markings! 

 

 
Recognize our old 741? 

 

 

     Morgan, Scheider, and Oscar were out on a 

hunting trip.  The weather was miserable and they 

hadn’t seen any deer all day.  They came across an 

old shack where they went inside to play a game of 

poker.  After losing a couple hands Morgan threw down his cards 

and said, “That does it! I am going to go get me a deer.”  Fifteen 

minutes later Morgan came back with a nice four point buck.  Oscar 

& Scheider asked, “How did you get that?” Morgan replied, “I 

walked out 50 feet, followed some tracks and shot his buck.”  

Scheider then said, “I’ve had enough of this, I am going to get my 

deer.”  He came back a half hour later with a 6-point buck.  Oscar 

asked, “How did you get that?”  Scheider replied, “I walked out a 

hundred feet, followed some tracks and shot this buck.” The Chief 

not wanting to be out done said, “I am out of here, I am going to 

bag the biggest buck of the day.”  He came back an hour later, all 

mangled up and bloody.  Morgan and Scheider asked, “What 

happened to you?” The Chief replied, “I walked out there five 

hundred feet, followed some tracks and got hit by a train!” 

Station Gossip 
 

• Kevin Keen made the comment the other day that arguing with Ike 
is like wrestling with a pig in mud.  Eventually you realize he is 
enjoying it!   

• I hear the night shift is working very well except for one issue – 
SNORING!  I hear they are taking donations to get Bill help! 

• Whatever water Zintak is drinking, please be careful not to drink 
it!  It’s causing him to do strange things. 

•  I hear Huffman got a little too much exposure at Mud 
Volleyball… of sun that is. 

• How bad is the Chief’s garden?  Morgan said the Chiefs garden is 
so bad that he came out and raided tomatoes out of his garden. 

• How many firefighters does it take to throw April in the mud 
volleyball court? Don’t know. . Three tired and couldn’t do it! 

• How many Paramedics does it take to change a light bulb?  None, 
the world revolves around them!  Mike Sherbon had a different 
answer, He answered, “None, they get the EMTs to do it!” 

• Mark’s got a new name - Wrong way Soppe? 

• If the Chief and a Rookie both jumped out of a burning building at 
the same time, which one would hit the net first?  The Chief, 
because the Rookie would have to stop and ask for directions. 

• Rumor has it Don has a nickname – Captain Hatchet?  I hear he is 
putting his personnel at station #3 on the chopping block about 
their run times….could that be why?  And I hear he has his own 
recruiting tool for just guys at Station #3.   

• And finally, you can tell its summer. I swear the top two Chiefs are 
on vacations more than they are here…..Just what are we going to 
do with them both of them gone together this week.   Hmmm…   

************************************************* 
 

 
              11447 Second Street (Suite 1)    623-5522 

  
 

 
     You can now stop by at American Bell in Roscoe to purchase 
some Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters Association sponsored sweat 
shirts, hats, etc. The Association will receive a percentage of all 
sales. You can also purchase extra department issued blue duty t-
shirts with the fire logo. (The department issues one to each 
firefighter) But, remember those are to be worn by H-R firefighters 
only. Stop in and see Don & Tammy at their new location on 
Second St. behind the mini-put in Roscoe.   


