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Three of the garbage trucks were fully involved with fire when first units arrived. 
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Photo by Sheryl Drost 

Total Loss 

 

     February 4, Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters spent most 
of the night extinguishing 4 garbage trucks that were 
on fire at the Waste Management Transfer Plant on 
Hwy 251. 

  . . . See page 2 for more details 
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Four Garbage Trucks Burn - $500.000 Loss 
Story & photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

     February 4, at 1:14 am, Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters were 
rousted from their beds.  The call was for a garbage truck on fire 
at the Waste Management Transfer Plant on Hwy 251.  Stations 
#1 and #3 were dispatched to the scene and a Station #2 crew 
stood by at Station #1.  Chief Presley arrived and reported that 3 
garbage trucks were fully involved with fire.  Before the intense 
fire was extinguished, a 4th would receive some fire damage. 
     Crews went to work putting out the cab areas and had them 
knocked down in no time, but it would be a little while longer 
before all the fire was out. The fire had burnt all the hydraulics 
so; the two trucks with garbage now burning inside had to be 
cut.  An acetylene torch was used on one and a K-12 saw on the 
other.  Once the holes were cut open to expose the contents, a 
piercing nozzle was used to get to the fire.   
     Since the hydrant was over 1000 feet down the road, the two 
3000 gallon Super Tankers were used to shuttle water and easily 
kept the trucks full.  A total of 11,000 gallons of water was used 
as well as 450 gallons of foam concentrate. 
     Harlem-Roscoe Fire Investigators found that the fire started 
in the cab of one of the trucks and is believed to be electrical.  A 
company representative estimated the damage at well over 
$500,000. 
 

   
Left, Ryan Bussey feeds the hose line to Dan Borchardt and Jim Daughenbaugh 

as they make their way between two of the burning trucks. Right, Clint Evans 

helps with the hose line as Troy Vail sprays inside of one of the trucks. 
 

 
L-r Clint Evans and Chris Kaiser help feed hose to Dave Doyle with the nozzle 

as Jim Daughenbaugh cuts a hole in the top of the truck with an acetylene torch. 

Product Causes Havoc in Garbage Truck 
Story & photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

     January 10, Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters responded to a 
garbage truck fire on Dearborn Ave.  When first in units arrived, 
the truck driver had already dumped his load onto the parking 
lot. It seems an aluminum product that burned like a sparkler and 
reacted with oxygen and water like magnesium will was burning 
in the trash.  Firefighters used shovels to scrape out the rest of 
the product from the garbage truck and the fire would flare up as 
more oxygen hit the product making for quite the show. 

 

 
The pile burns on the parking lot as firefighters use shovels to clear the truck. 

 

 
As the product hits oxygen, fire would flare up. 

       

 
Firefighter Troy Vail was volunteered to climb into the front baffle. 
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Fire Guts Mobile Home Trailer  
Story and photos by Sheryl Drost 

     February 2, a resident at the 
Rainbow Trailer Park at 9305 N. 
2nd smelled smoke and went 
outside to investigate. He looked 
across the road and saw smoke 
billowing from trailer #19 and 
quickly called 9-1-1. He also 
made sure the resident wasn’t 
home.  Harlem-Roscoe Fire was 
dispatched and Chief Presley 
arrived first on scene.  He 
reported a mobile home trailer 
fully charged with smoke and 
fire. One engine company set up 

the hydrant that was located on a street close behind the trailer 
park.  Forced entry was made at both of the trailer’s doors and 
the fire knocked down.  Crews overhauled getting to all of the 
hot spots and then the investigation team took over. The fire is 
believed to have been caused by a portable heater. 
 

 
A relief crew readies as Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell checks on the first in crew. 

 

 
Firefighters Ron Swain on nozzle and Andrew Willis spray through the broken 

window as Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson forces open the door. 

 
Neil Roe, Eric Wainright, Radi Huggard, and Ryan Bussey approach the scene 

for overhaul with tools in hand. 
 

 
Ryan Bussey, Radi Huggard, and Eric Wainright use pike poles to pull the 

ceiling looking for hotspots. 
 

Chimney Fire Caught in Time 
Story & photo by Sheryl Drost 

 
Lt. Tom Medine, Matt Lane, and Andrew Willis check out the roof around the 

chimney. 
 

     January 19, a homeowner on Hononegah Road was using his 
wood burning stove.  He started to hear crackling and to smell 
smoke and went to investigate.  He found his chimney was on 
fire. He attempted to put it out himself but ended up calling for 
help. Firefighters were able to break into the chase area starting 
from the wood burning stove located in the basement up to the 
roof of the 2-story house and extinguish all of the fire just in 
time.   

    

Ryan Alms pulls hose before heading 

into the burning trailer 
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     This month the department had two calls, where 3 ordinary 
citizens, without hesitation, came to the rescue of total strangers.  
We call them heroes! Plans are in the works to give recognition 
to all three and next month we will have details on their heroic 
actions and hear their stories! 
 

Accident Takes out Guard Rail 
Story and photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

     January 15, around 4pm, Harlem-Roscoe Fire 
responded to an accident at the intersection of 
Willowbrook Road and Prairie Hill Road.  It 
appears that a Grand Am collided with a Ford 
F150 at the intersection and both vehicles rolled 
through the guard rail on the NW corner of the 
intersection.  Both vehicles then fell over 10 feet 

into 8-12 inches of water in a creek.  The pickup landed on its 
wheels and both the driver and his young grandson were able to 
get out.  The Grand Am however came to a stop on its roof.  
With the help of passing motorist, Paul Anderson (picture 
insert), who jumped down into the creek, two teenagers also 
were now freed from their vehicle. All four victims were 
transported to the hospital by ambulance.  Paul was also treated 
on the scene for a cut hand. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

It seems the 

Grand Am 

took the stop 

sign with it 

when it went 

into the 

creek. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
Luckily the pickup landed on its wheels and the driver and passenger were able 

to get out of the vehicle on their own. 
 
 

Gas Tank Explosion Catches Worker on Fire 
Story and photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

     January 28, a 
worker at 14190 
Dearborn Ave was 
cutting a gas tank off a 
junk vehicle when the 
tank exploded. The fire 
from the explosion 
caught the worker on 
fire as well as the 
acetylene torch he was 
using.  The fire then 
burned down the hose 
line igniting the 
acetylene tank. It then 
impinged on the 
oxygen tank, which 

also exploded.  Two SBC telephone workers nearby James 
Schmidt & Curt Goodwick (pictured above) heroically came to 
the rescue extinguishing the fire on the burning man, calling 9-1-
1 for help, and guiding rescue units in. The burned worker was 
transported to the hospital with severe burns by Harlem-
Roscoe’s Ambulance as firefighters extinguished the rest of the 
fire on the torch. We will have the heroic details of the rescue in 
the words of the SBC workers in next month’s newsletter. 

 

 
The acetylene tank was still burning when rescue units arrived. 

 

     

Left, Troy Vail extinguishes the fire on the acetylene torch.  Right, The oxygen 

tank on the acetylene torch also exploded 
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Fatal Wall Collapse - Mutual Aid to Loves Park Fire 
Story by Lt. John Bergeron  

Photo by Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson 
 

 
 

     January 13, we responded to the MABAS call from Loves 
Park Fire with Harlem-Roscoe’s Heavy-Duty Rescue Truck – 
741 and our Technical Rescue Trailer - 747.  Upon our arrival 
we made our way down to the collapse site and started assisting 
anywhere we were needed.  Most of the rescue was already in 
motion with Maggio’s wrecker pulling off the top piece of wall 
that had collapsed on two individuals.  Apparently there was a 
spot on the lower part of the wall that was bad and the two men 
had been cutting out that spot.  When the final cut was made, the 
wall gave way and trapped them underneath.  There was also 
probably 8 inches or more of water in the sand basement from 
the previous days of rain.  EMS personnel were attending to the 
victim and React Helicopter was standing by, ready to air lift the 
patient after he was removed.  Air Bags and High-Lift Jacks 
were used to raise the second slab and cribbing was placed so 
that the wall would not come down.  Harlem-Roscoe aided with 
cribbing and had our Air Bags ready if they were needed.  The 
wall was raised enough to get the first patient out.  After he was 
removed, the slab was lifted a few more inches and the fatal 
second victim was recovered. 
 

 

Broken Water Pipes Flood Church 
Story & photo by Sheryl Drost 

 

Picture left, Water was pouring from a hole in the 

ceiling when firefighters arrived. 
 

     Broken water pipes caused a lot of 
damage at the Life Assembly of God 
Church on Elevator Road.  A worker that 
was plowing the parking lot noticed the 
water and called 9-1-1.  A key holder was 
called and let firefighters in to shut the 
water off. Water damage was extensive.  
This is definitely an example where it 
would have helped had the church had a 

water flow alarm hooked to a dialup and a Knox Box with an 
entry key.  Help would possibly been dispatched much sooner 
and lessened the damage the water caused.  

House Fire – Mutual Aid to North Park Fire 
Story by Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson 

Photo courtesy of Buzz Carlson 
 

 
    January 18, we were dispatched when North Park Fire called 
a MABAS Box 16, 3rd alarm to #30 Liberty Blvd for a car fire in 
the garage. When North Park Fire arrived on scene, they 
reported a working house fire. North Park’s first arriving Engine 
started to attack the fire in a defensive mode, and then went to an 
offensive mode after the heavy portion of fire was knocked 
down.  
     Harlem-Roscoe’s Ladder 751 along with Engine 705 
responded to assist. Ladder 751 was instructed to position 
directly in front of the house and prepare for ventilation 
operations.  Jerry McCormick, Tom Lake, Ryan Alms and I took 
ground ladders from the truck and prepared to cut a vent hole 
over the fire. Incident Command, Chief Ferdinand instructed us 
to wait until the interior hose team was in place prior to cutting 
the ventilation hole. When hose lines were in place, Command 
ordered ventilation.  
     The fire was contained in the attic area and swiftly moving 
down towards the living area. Using the vent saw, FF 
McCormick and FF Lake cut a 4x4 vent hole directly over the 
fire. The ceiling was pushed in with a pike pole and fire erupted 
out the vent hole. The vent hole was a success and it held the fire 
in place while interior crews attacked the fire from the inside. 
The fire was brought under control within a few minutes. Our 
crew quickly removed ourselves from the roof. After the fire was 
knocked, Command instructed the ladder crew to assist with 
overhaul operations. I am very proud of Ladder 751’s crew for 
the diligent work they did that day. They couldn’t have done a 
finer job. Thanks guys! 

 

 

Ladder 751 was positioned in front of the house by driver Mike Huffman. 
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Accidents  Photos by Chief Presley & Sheryl Drost  

 

 

    
                                                                                                                         01/08/05 N. Alpine Rd. & Gateway         
 

   
                                                                         01/15/05 Hwy 251 & Bridge St.                                                                         01/12/05 Elevator Rd. & Crockett Rd. 
                                                                                                                                                                                  

       
                        01/31/05 Hwy 251 & Bridge St.  

 

    
                             01/27/05 Beecher & Hononegah Rd.                                                                                      02/08/05 Belvidere Rd. south of Swanson Rd.    
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From the Chief’s Desk 
By Chief Oscar Presley 
 

     Well, we’re making quite a bit of progress 
on the maintenance addition.  This month we 
have the plumbing in place, most of the 
electrical, the air lines installed, and the inside 
painting finished.  I think about another 3 
weeks will put us in good shape until it warms 
up, and then we can get outside to paint.  

     Speaking of the outside painting - The letters that were on the 
outside wall have been “painstakingly” taken down and will be 
re-used on the new outside wall.  Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell 
and Captain Bill Sabin used a flat blade on the air chisel to 
remove them.  Richard Fisher is the “artist” that originally made 
the letters. Former Trustee Glen Gabel and Richard spent weeks 
putting them up the first time.  Richard came down and helped 
Ken and Bill remove the large medical emblem. (The fire 
emblem which is still on an outside wall will be removed when 
it warms up.) Richard since then has spent several days repairing 
the letters so they can be reused.  They are going to be very nice 
when they are back up again which will be when it warms up.  A 
special thanks to Richard for coming to help Ken and Bill and 
also for repairing the letters. 
 

 

    
L-Ken uses an air chisel to take off one of the letters. Right, Richard repairs the 

back of the letter T so it can be re-used. 
 

 
Bill and Ken are very proud of themselves for getting the medical emblem off in 

one piece! 

     Another construction project that is going on at this time is a 
new room for a lounge next to the one we are using now.  Not 
for sure, but we are thinking about turning the old lounge into 
new sleeping quarters for duty personnel.  The drywall, electric, 
and plumbing are all in place.  The whole project should be 
complete by the end of February. 
     Another look back, one can see we’ve really accomplished a 
lot this past year. I think that it’s only the beginning for much 
more needs to be done.  Your thoughts and ideas are always 
important, so keep in touch. Together we can make a difference 
in our future.  I can only see busy things ahead of us to do.       
 

 
The new lounge after the studs went up. 

 

 
The inside work is continuing. Here you can see the maintenance room. 

 

 
The outside work is finished except for painting and lettering. 
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           Times Rekindled 
 

 

     Donny Ball joined Harlem-Roscoe Fire 
in 1957. He retired as an Assistant Chief in 
1992 after 35 years of service. His three sons 
have also served on the department – Brian, 
Mike, and Jeff.  Jeff is currently a Lt. on the 
fire department. 
     Donny’s first fire was a major structure fire 

next to the old Royal Blue Grocery Store on Main Street.  He 
says that Bob Schoonover and he were working at the Standard 
Station (where Lucky Lock is today) when the tones when off.  
They literally had to run past the fire on their way to the fire 
station (which was then located where the Firehouse Pub is now) 
and come back to the fire on one of the trucks.    

    Donny says that over 35 years there have been a lot of 
memorable calls.  One of his favorites was when there were 
several homes on fire in the area where Menards sits today.  
Back then, the first firefighters would get the trucks rolling, and 
if the trucks were out of the station, the next firefighters drove 
straight to the scene.  Well four of them were at the station when 
the call came in and they took 3 trucks straight to the scene. So, 
until more firefighters showed up, three of them fought the fire 
and that left Donny engineering all three trucks – an Engine, a 
Tanker, and a Grass Rig.  
     One of his funniest calls, which he says was terrifying at the 
time, was when they were enroute to a call at the Rainbow 
Trailer Park. This was back when firefighters rode hanging on 
the backs of the truck.  Well, Donny was driving down the 
frontage road and the snow hadn’t been plowed.  They hit a slick 
spot and the fire truck literally slid down the street sideways 
with the rear end now in the lead. He said he could no longer see 
where they were going, but Dave Bergeron and the other 
firefighters hanging on the back of the truck now could! Another 
one he likes to brag about is when they took the “Old Green 
Weenie” over to a field fire in Rockton where fire trucks and 

tractors had gotten stuck out in the fields. They said it couldn’t 
be done, but they used the wench on the Green Weenie and 
pulled them all right out!  They loved that old truck. 
     When asked how things have changed, Donny said, “There is 
so much good schooling and classroom now.  Back then if you 
could walk, wear a hat and coat, and pull a hose or carry a 
bucket, you were sent into a fire. You were told to knock down 
the fire and check for people. Everything is safer and nicer now 
and it’s all right in front of you.  Fires seem to be more 
complicated these days with more industry especially. To 
become a volunteer firefighter today you have to be very 
dedicated and well trained.” 
     “I am impressed with the enthusiasm and the dedication I see 
in the firefighters and the Paramedics today that run on Harlem-
Roscoe.  And, a lot of that is due to that the department is run by 
a Hell of a good Chief.  Oscar is a very dedicated Chief and you 
have to be at a certain level of training before you can be one of 
his firefighters. I feel Harlem-Roscoe Fire is second to none!” 

 
 

 

 
Roscoe VWF Post Celebrates 25 Years 
 

         
     Harlem-Roscoe Fire Chief Oscar Presley recently attended the 25th 

Anniversary celebration of the Roscoe VFW.  After dinner and during the 

Awards Ceremony, Oscar presented an appreciation plaque from the fire 

department to Post Commander Larry Flannigan.  
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          EMS Report 
               By Sheryl Drost 
 

Lt. Bergeron gets a relief this month on writing the EMS Report because he is 

part of my article and I will be interviewing him.  I promise he will be back next 

month.   
 

     The Medical Division at Harlem-Roscoe Fire is truly one of 
best!  It not only has the latest state-of-the-art equipment and 
vehicles, but more importantly it has some of the most dedicated 
and highly trained EMS personnel there are. The department 
currently staffs a full-time 2-Paramedic Duty Shift from Lifeline 
Ambulance 24-hours a day, 7 days-a- week.  But, the department 
also has responding 24/7, 37 of the most dedicated Volunteer 
EMT’s a department could have.  They literally give up 100’s of 
hours of their personal and family time to be there when the 
community needs them!    
     Harlem-Roscoe has a total of 37 EMT’s with well over 250 
years of experience between all of them.  The EMT’s include 11 
EMT-Paramedics (that’s right, the department has 11Paramedic 
level EMT’s!) 1-EMT-I, and 24 EMT-B’s.  There is a 
tremendous amount of training these EMT’s must take to 
maintain these high levels. The Paramedics are: Deputy Chief 
Kirk Wilson, Deputy Chief John Presley, Lt. John Bergeron, Lt. 
Jay Alms, Mike Powell, Jerry McCormick, Tim Bergeron, Chris 
Kaiser, Eve Salstrom, Don Fish, and Robert Gonia.  Then there 
is EMT-I, Mike Huffman, and EMT-B’s Lt.Tom Aaker, Nikia 
Alexander, Ryan Alms, Ramona Baldoni, Jeff Brandenburg, 
Amber Drost, Jill Evans, Lt. Bob Hamilton, Nick Jackson, Jim 
Johnson, Lt. Bruce Jurgens, Kevin Keen, Matt Lane, Aaron 
Miller, Jeff Morris, Mike Morrison, Larry Orsborn, Mike 
Pierson, Jon Pyzynski, Chad Radke, Chris Scott, Mike Sherbon, 
Captain Don Shoevlin, Tracy Wilson, and Dan Zintak.  And 
there are also 7 more firefighters currently in EMT-B class. They 
are John Donovan, Dave Doyle, Tom Lake, April Cooper, Ron 
Klaman, Ron Swain, and Mark Soppe.  

 

     Harlem-Roscoe Fire’s Medical 
Division is led by EMS Coordinator Lt. 
John Bergeron. He joined the 
department as a Cadet in 1981 and as a 
firefighter in 1983 and was promoted to 
Lt. in 1992. He became an EMT in 1985 
and moved up to the Paramedic level in 
1988.  John is celebrating 20 years as an 
EMT in 2005 and the department has 
been very lucky to have him.  He has 

also worked the last 16 years as a Paramedic for Lifeline 
Ambulance and is currently a Supervisor.  John has been married 
to wife Deann for 14 years and he is very devoted to their two 
children, 12-year-old daughter-Ashlee, and a 9-year-old son-
Dalton. I recently interviewed Lt. Bergeron and asked him the 
following questions: 
Q.  Why are you a Paramedic today and what made you 
choose this line of work? 
A. “I love doing what I do and I couldn’t picture doing anything 

else. I started in EMS to be able to help others in need.” 

Q. Has there been a person in the EMS field that has 
influenced you? 
A. “There have been so many different people that have taught 

me various things throughout my start in EMS and even today 

there is always something to learn from others.” 

Q.  What changes have you noticed over the years? 
A. “The most noticeable change in EMS that I have seen is the 

way the vehicles have evolved.  I remember doing medical calls 

in the old 741. (For those of you that have been around a while, 

you know the unit).  Also there are many new treatment options 

for patients that have made their way into pre-hospital EMS that 

were not around years ago.” 

Q.  What is your most memorable best and worst call? 
A. “There are several memorable calls that have stuck in my 

mind throughout the years. Probably the worst call was a 

Thanksgiving Day accident where 5 victims lost their lives.  As 

far as the best call, it is hard to pinpoint.  But, just knowing we 

all make a difference in somebody’s life is a good thing.” 

Q.  What do you think of the EMS program at Harlem-
Roscoe? 
A. “Harlem-Roscoe Fire and EMS I believe, is at the top when 

compared to other departments.  We all strive to do our best and 

we work very well as a team.” 
 

***************************************** 
 

Are You Drinking Enough Water? 
• One glass of water shuts down midnight hunger pangs for 

almost 100% of the dieters studied in a University study.  

• Lack of water is the #1 trigger of 
daytime fatigue.  

• Preliminary research indicates that 8-10 
glasses of water a day could significantly 
ease back and joint pain for up to 80% of 
sufferers.  

• A mere 2% drop in body water can 
trigger fuzzy short-term memory, trouble 
with basic math, and difficulty focusing 
on the computer screen or tv. 

• Drinking 5 glasses of water daily 
decreases the risk of colon cancer by 
45%, plus it can slash the risk of breast 
cancer by 79%, and one is 50% less 
likely to develop bladder cancer.  

 
******************************** 

     Three nurses are walking on the beach. They come across an 

old lamp and when they rub it a genie pops out. They are each 

granted a wish. The 1st nurse says, "I want to be 2 xs as smart in 

order to give better care." Genie: “granted.” The 2nd nurse 

wishes "I want to be 10 xs as smart...care." Genie, “Granted.” 

3rd nurse: I want to be 1000x smart in order to give better 

care.” Genie scratches his head and thinks for a minute and 

says, "Are you sure you want to be a paramedic?"   
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By Captain Don Shoevlin -Training Officer 
 

• Please remember to fill out the “OUTSIDE 
TRAINING REQUEST” form with all 
training other than Tuesday Nights that 
you are involved in.  

• Spring is fast approaching and there will 
be many training classes/seminars coming 
up.  

• We are always looking for ideas and suggestions; please 
don’t hesitate to contact me.  

I thought on occasion I would use my column to share some 
information that we might not all think about or train on that can 
make a difference in doing our job.  
 

 
                  DOOR WEDGES 
     One of the most important but least talked about firefighting 
tools is the door wedge (or door chock). At almost every 
incident we respond to we are faced with the need to hold a door 
in the open position. The reasons for wanting a door open are 
numerous, but some of the more obvious are: 
 

• ventilation 

• stretching hose lines 

• removing victims (fires or ambulance assist runs) 

• moving equipment 

• keeping open a clear egress path 
 

     After a door is opened, or forced open, the entry of the initial 
firefighting team should not be our only concern. To ensure the 
safety of all our members, we must maintain the door open as 
both a means of entry and a means of egress if things get bad. 

Although there are commercially available door wedges and 
chocks on the market, the most inexpensive wedges are home 
made easily cut from scrap wood. Although exact dimensions 
are not critical, an effective wedge should be approximately four 
inches long and one and a half inches wide. 
     The most effective way to wedge a door is to place the wedge 
on top of the bottom hinge, between the door and the jamb. By 
placing the wedge in this manner it is less likely to be kicked and 
dislodged by a passing firefighter, or knocked loose by a hose 
coupling.  
     If a piano hinge (a hinge running the entire height of the 
door) is found, the easiest way to hold it open is to place the 
wedge between the door and the top of the jamb. If a piano hinge 
is found on the door to the fire room, or area, Do Not use this 
method because when heat and fire blow out this door the wedge 
cannot be removed safely. In this situation place the wedge 
under the bottom of the door on the floor. Although not as 
effective, safety must be the main consideration. 
      How or where to carry wedges is the firefighters choice. 
Some firefighters carry them in their bunker coat pocket, some 
on their helmet secured by a rubber band. Where they're carried 
is not important, as long as each firefighter carries at least two or 
three. 
     Axes, Halligan bars, hand lights, or high-rise hose packs are 
not chocking devices and should not be used for this purpose. 
Blocking open a door with any of these prevents their intended 
use. There will be times when "Murphy’s' Law" occurs and no 
wedges will be available. At times a doormat or crushed soda 
can will substitute for a wedge. 

Passport System 
By Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson - Safety Officer 

 
     Over the past several weeks, we have had 
several working fires. I have noticed that we 
could have utilized our passport system on 
several occasions. We covered the Passport 
Accountability System in training, but we need 
to utilize it on incidents as well. The purpose of 
this system is to account for all personnel 

working in the immediate danger area.  
     While responding to incidents, it is up to the officer or acting 
officer to collect personnel tags and place them on the passport. 
There are two passports in your apparatus. One red passport and 
one white passport are located on the dashboard. Tags should be 
place on the passports with the officer on top and then the 
firefighters to follow. The driver/operators tag should be placed 
upside down at the bottom of the passport.  The officer is 
responsible for carrying the white passport with him or her. 
Firefighters shall place the number of their apparatus on their 
helmet front. Each vehicle has Velcro apparatus number fronts 
located near your seat. This designates your company number.  
     Once on scene, your passport should go where your company 
goes. If you are instructed by command to assist the interior, 
your passport should go to the interior officer. If you are told to 
go to the rear sector, your passport should go to the rear sector 
officer. When your crew is ready for rehab, your passport goes 
to rehab. If a sector is called looking for your company, the 
sector officer should automatically know where your company is 
located by looking at the passports he or she has in their 
possession. This is especially important in case a company 
becomes lost. The incident commander will know what area the 
company is located.  
     It is up to the incident commander to track companies with a 
status or marker board.   The incident commander should 
conduct several personnel accountability reports or roll calls. 
This will aid in tracking crews.  
     We as a group should concentrate on not splitting up crews. 
This causes confusion for all members working on the fire 
ground. We should try to stay with our original companies. It is 
difficult for the incident commander to track companies that are 
split up. 
     Officers: if you are placed in charge of a sector and must 
leave your crew, it is your responsibility to make sure you 
designate an acting officer for that crew. You should also make 
sure the crew has communications such as a portable radio.  
     It should be common practice that we place our tags on the 
passports while responding to incidents. Although we probably 
won’t use it on small incidents, such as rubbish fires, we should 
always be ready for the worst. Knowing where our personnel are 
located at any given time is extremely important to all 
operations. The department never wants to lose or misplace a 
company while working at an emergency scene. Use the system 
as if your life depended on it……because it does!   

 

************************************************** 

Have an awesome day, and know that 

someone has thought about you today! 
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Division’s Update 
By Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell 

 

     The Fire Prevention 
Division has been hard at 
work.  They started off 
the year with an 
inspection of Harlem-
Roscoe’s stations.  And 
yes, Inspectors Lt. Virgil 

Johnson, Jim Cole, and Jerry Lindsay 
found a few “violations”.  Our Buildings 
and Grounds Division are quickly 
repairing them.   
     If our inspectors did not inspect our 
stations and keep us on the right track, we 
could receive a fine for each violation if 
OSHA was to make a visit. 
     If you firefighters see a problem that 
needs to be fixed, be sure to fill out a 
repair form. The forms are hanging 
outside the buildings and ground’s room. 
     Thanks to our Fire Prevention and 
Buildings and Grounds Division for a job 
well done! 
 

Website Update! 
     There are some exciting updates on the 
website if you haven’t been on it recently.  
Now, on the home page, there is a fire truck 
clipart that says pictures and video under it. 
That’s right, if you click on the truck, it will 
take you to a new page where a couple of the 
most recent big fires or rescues, complete with 
pictures and video. I may be putting some old 
video clips up too, so check back often.   
 

To View Videos: 

 

• If the video is dark, check your video 
settings because it shouldn’t be. 

• A broadband connection is recommended 
(but not required). 

• Video files are large and there isn’t much 
we can do about it.  The two videos that 
are on the site now are almost 4 and 7 
mgs.  And they are only 3 and 6 minute 
clips.  There is a fine line to compressing 
video small enough for the web and 
keeping it viewable.  So, they will take  
several minutes to download if you are 
using a "dial-up" connection. 

 

Officer Retires  

 

 This month we see one of 
our Officers retire. We 
thank Lt. Tom Medine for 
his 12 ½ years of service 
and wish him well in 
whatever he does.  We are 
sorry to see him go, but 
thank him again for his 
help. …  Oscar  

             Chaplains Notes 
                    By Chaplain Jim Cole 

  

     Food for thought:  I 
signed up for an exercise 
class, and was told to 
wear loose-fitting 
clothing. If I HAD any 
loose-fitting clothing, I 
would not have signed 

up in the first place.  Don't argue with an 
idiot; people watching may not be able to 
tell the difference! 
     I am convinced of the great importance 
of humor.  To be people of joy makes a 
big difference in life.  Do you find 
yourself drawn to people who are grumpy 
sour-pusses?  Me neither. Obviously life 
has its painful times, times of sadness.  
When people are in times like that, it is no 
time for snappy one-liners.  But, in the 
overall living of life, humor makes a 
difference. How may pictures of a 
smiling, or laughing Jesus do you see?  
Not many, yet Jesus was a man of joy.  He 
changed the water into wine at a wedding 
to keep the party going!  Children loved 
him, and they shy away from grumpy 
folks.   
     I belong to a group called the 
Fellowship of Merry Christians, and their 
sole purpose is to help Christians be 
people of joy. Humor has healing 
properties too.  They have found that 
people in good spirits resist disease better 
than grouchy people.  As they say, the 
surly bird gets the germ!  When I go to the 
hospital to see someone who has had 
surgery, I tell one-liners to keep them in 
stitches! I could write a lot more, but 
suffice it to say, try to find the humor in 
life.   
     I’ll make one more observation.  
Firefighters and EMS often use "dark 
humor", to be able to handle those times 
when the work is painful.  People do not 
always like crude humor, but it makes the 
situation easier to handle, and there is 
nothing wrong with it. Look for the joy in 
life                                  …Chaplain Cole 
 

Please Note  
 

Calendars! There are still a few 2005 
calendars left and can be picked up at Station 
One.  Please note though that two dates are 
incorrect on the calendar:  
 The Spring Dinner is Saturday, March 19, not 

Sunday as printed in the calendar. 

 The Trustee’s Appreciation Dinner has been 
moved up to February 19th.   

Birthdays 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 
10th        Neil Roe 25th 
              Robert Gonia 
12th        Ken O’Dell 
14th        Sonny O’Dell 
 

March  
4th           John Donovan 
6th          Chaplain J. Carr 
12th        Bob Hamilton 
16th         Aaron Miller 
18th         Troy Vail 
21st          Mike Morrison 
22nd         Jay Alms 
23rd         Radi Huggard 
24th         Jill Evans 
29th         Sheryl Drost 
 

 
March Breakfast Crew 

Matt Lane, Oscar Presley,  
Greg Zintak, Mike Sherbon, 

Kevin Bouton, & Sheryl Drost 
 

 

        Total Calls 

 

                                Jan.     2005 
 

        Medicals -       108       108   
        Accidents -        12         12 
        Fires -                  9           9 
        Misc. -                21         21    
      Total  Calls       150      150 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     The Firehouse Scene is a monthly 

newsletter produced by the Harlem-Roscoe 

Fire Protection District.   

 

Editor-in-Chief – Chief Oscar Presley 
Editor, Producer, Writer, & Photos - 
Photographer Sheryl Drost 

Special thanks to contributing writers: 
Asst. Chief Ken O’Dell, DC Kirk 

Wilson, Captain Don Shoevlin, Lt. 

John Bergeron, & Debbie Rykowki. 

Proof reader – Tracy Wilson 

Printer – Premier Printing 
The newsletter is available at Station One - 

10544 Main Street in Roscoe and on the 

depts.’ website www.harlemroscoefire.com 

after the second Sunday of each month. 
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Buckle up – It’s the Law – a Personal Reminder 
By Debbie Rykowski – Public Education Division 
 

   I was prompted to write this month’s public 
education article by a personal experience I had 

early one morning on my way to work.  There I was 
going about my morning work day rituals; showering, dressing, I 
hear Chief Presley on the pager go 10-8 promptly at 7:00 a.m., 
okay I’m doing good, keep moving, hustling to make sure I had 
everything, kissing my husband good-bye for the day, running 
out the door so I wouldn’t be late to work, all I can think of is 
getting to work on time, can’t be late, have to get there on time.  
Go…go…go.  I noticed there were lots of Police cars along 
Blackhawk Boulevard around South Beloit, I figure they are 
running a “speed zone control” project in the school zone and, 
since I’m going the speed limit, I just ignore it and keep going.  I 
get to the stop light; I notice sitting next to me is a State Trooper.  
I didn’t pay him any attention, I’m sitting stopped at a stop light, 
minding my own business, the light turns green, I go forward 
and as I look up in my mirror, to my horror is the State Trooper 
with his lights flashing.  I have no idea what is going on, I’m not 
speeding, I completely stopped at the stop light, my license 
plates are valid, what is he stopping me for?  He comes up to the 
window and says, “Ma’am, do you realize you don’t have your 
seatbelt on?”  Quite frankly, no, I was so focused on getting to 
work on time, I didn’t realize it.  In my haste, I completely and 
totally forgot to put my seatbelt on.  A $55.00 ticket later, I was 
inspired for this month’s article. 
     I am a very faithful seatbelt wearer, nagging my husband to 
put his on as we are traveling.  As a victim in a terrible crash 
many years ago, hitting a telephone pole at 60 mph, in a split 
second changing my life and also as an EMT for many years 
witnessing the ramifications of vehicular crashes and the 
aftermath, I am a strong believer in seatbelt use! 

     To understand the need for safety belt use, 
first we all need to understand the dynamics of 
the “crash” itself.  Did you know that during a 
crash there are actually three collisions involved?  
It’s true:  the car’s collision, the human collision 

and then finally, the internal collision. 
     In the car’s collision, the vehicle buckles and bends as it hits 
something, causing it to come to an abrupt stop.  Vehicles are 
designed to absorb some of the impact force of the crash on the 
front end and cushion the rest of the car, thus allowing the 
passenger compartment to come to a more gradual stop. 
     In the human collision, the second collision, the occupants of 
the vehicle hit some part of the vehicle.  During this collision the 
unbelted human body is thrown against the steering wheel, the 
windshield, the dash, etc.  Or, another form of human collision is 
the collision of unbelted persons being thrown against each 
other, heads and bodies crashing into each other in the 
compartment area of the vehicle.  Persons in the vehicle actually 
become projectiles, traveling at a high rate of speed within the 
compartment of the vehicle. 
     In the internal collision, the third collision, the human body 
actually has a “collision” with the internal organs coming to a 
stop at a high rate of speed, slamming against major organs or 
the skeletal system.  This collision often causes serious to fatal 
injuries.        
     The proper use of seat belts distributes the force of the 
deceleration over the larger and stronger parts of your body, 

such as the hips, shoulder and chest.  The safety belt stretches 
slightly to slow down the body and to keep you from becoming a 
human projectile in the vehicle compartment. 
     Many children riding unrestrained in the vehicle are killed or 
injured for life.  75% of these injuries could be prevented by 
correctly wearing safety belts or the proper child safety seats.  I 
cringe any time I see children riding “loose” in the back end of 
pick-up trucks in the summer.  Its fun, it’s free and it can be 
deadly!  In the event of a crash those children can become living 
projectiles, being thrown through the windows, across roadways, 
into traffic, etc. 
     It is believed that every year, nearly 15,000 lives could be 
saved if people made it a constant habit to correctly wear their 
safety belt!  Fortunately, studies show that there has been a 
continuous increase in seat belt use by Americans through better 
safety education for both adults and children.  In 2003, nearly 
80% of Americans were regularly wearing their seat belts!  94% 
of toddlers are regularly restrained, which is a huge increase 
from 10 years ago!  
     The National Highway Traffic Safety Administration has 
declared the week of February 13-19, 2005 as National Child 
Passenger Safety Week.  Please do your part by making sure 
that your children or grandchildren are safely and properly 
buckled into their child safety seat or booster seat, for their 
safety and yours!  Be sure to follow manufacturer’s instructions 
for installing a car seat or booster seat in your vehicle.  For 
further information for safety belt use, proper child safety seat or 
booster seat use, contact your local Police or Fire Department, or 
there are many web sites with information for the proper use of 
safety belts for adults and children.  
     As for the State Trooper that stopped me that day – thank you 
for doing your job reminding me to wear my safety belt, a few 
days later at the very same place he stopped me on my way to 
work there was a three car crash in front of me as someone drove 
through the red light, sending three people to the hospital.  
Fortunately, I wasn’t involved, however, I thought about that 
State Trooper and, had it been me, I was thankful that I would 
have had my seatbelt on to help protect me thanks to his 
reminder!   

 

Which child is buckled correctly? 

If you guessed the one in the 
middle, then you’re right. The 
harness straps are flat, snug 
and in position, and the chest 
clip is at the proper mid-chest, 
armpit level.  
The other photos illustrate 
some common mistakes that 
compromise protection and 
result in almost 80% of 
children being improperly 
restrained.   

• Upper left: The child is too small to be in a vehicle lap/shoulder belt. The 
shoulder belt is under the child’s arm, and the lap belt is resting on the 
child’s abdomen.   

• Upper right: Harness straps are too high, loose, and the chest clip is too 
low.   

• Bottom right: Harness straps are loose and twisted and the chest clip is 
disconnected.   

• Bottom left: Although the lap belt is positioned correctly, the vehicle 
shoulder belt is under the child’s arm. 
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By Dept Chief John Presley 
 
 

     
 

     Welcome to the collectors corner! As a collector of die cast, I 
have amassed a large collection emergency vehicles through out 
the short time I have collected.  Why collect you might ask? 
Well for the fun, camaraderie, and you could meet a lot of 
people all across the world. I have been a member of this one 
club for over a year now, and have met countless people on the 
forum boards and member rooms from all over the United States 
and overseas.  
     To become a collector is easy, to fine tune what you collect is 
hard. There are many variations; from size of trucks, color of 
trucks, era of trucks, manufacturers of trucks, style, use of truck, 
and even the city where the truck is stationed.  
 
Sizes 
     There are trucks from the size of 1/87 (tiny) to the real truck 
itself. (Yes, people collect old reserve apparatus!) Let us focus 
on the more popular die cast sized trucks that are 1/24, 1/32, 
1/64, 1/87.  These measurements are proportional to what the 
real truck would be if it was 24x smaller…… etc.  These trucks 
can be purchased at your local hobby store ranging in price from 
7.50 for 1/87 to 1/32 and 1/24 scales being near $300.00.  And, 
in rare cases even more.  A collector may be limited by what the 
manufacturer makes if he or she stays with one size. These are 
usually only released monthly or quarterly - depends on Mfg. 
again. The internet is a good place to search for their collectibles 
and you won’t have to wonder what the piece looks like because 
most stores and manufacturers post the pictures of the items and 
soon to be released items.   
 
Purchasing 
     Purchasing from the internet is an assured way to get the item 
you want especially if you are a club member. Some 
manufacturers have links to clubs specializing in their product. 
Joining these clubs are beneficial because most have club only 
pieces that are available as the name infers to “Club Members 
Only”. Then some open the sale shops to club members one 
week to ten days before opening to the general public.  However, 
when purchasing from auction sites, buyer beware, sometimes it 
is not your best choice. Your best bet is to find a hobby store on 
the web or locally that carries your scale and/ or brand of model 
die cast and purchase through them. You will build a 
relationship with the business and if what you do creates 
business for him, it will benefit both in the long run.  

Money and your collection  

      Most of us get into the hobby of collecting for fun.  
Collections can include getting all pieces from our favorite 
departments, the favorite type of truck, or whatever suits your 
taste. Some are in it to make money, and that is why auction 
sites are not a good choice to bolster you collection. There are 
hobby guides that show what each piece is “worth”.  Most 
people are trying to attain high dollar for “everyday pieces” and 
in reality, a piece worth $15 yesterday may bring $10 tomorrow. 
Rarely, will a piece be found that will help you recoup the actual 
cost you have spent in making your collection. In the few years 
that Code 3 has been around, there are maybe 15 pieces worth 
over $100, but there are many more that were sold for $29.00 
that are still $29.00 or less. Remember in the hobby price guides, 
a seller is only going to pay ½ of book value for the piece, if it is 
MIB (mint in box) (collector’s terms for new) anything else 
depreciates the value of what you will be paid for the piece.    
 
Tricks of the “Trade” 

      When you collect, you will come across a piece that is a 
much sought after piece, buy two or more. Why?  As a club 
member (remember the benefits of early shopping) you can have 
one in your collection and the other for wheeling and dealing. 
Someone from a forum board (or maybe your station) will miss 
out on this piece and want it. They will post a trade topic in the 
forum and now…….maybe you can deal for a piece you don’t 
have. There have been instances of 1 truck for 2 truck trades or 
even 1 for 3 depending on the desire of those involved.  If 
everyone leaves happy from the deal, you have made a friend, 
and better yet, it gets you known in the trade community as a 
“Good Trader”. Good trader, although, it is not an awarded title, 
per say, is a status among those in the community. If you are 
thought of favorably in the collecting community, members will 
help you more readily.   
     If you are interested in collecting or just want to check things 
out, you should be able to locate anything you’re looking for 
with these websites:  
 
www.Code3.net  Code 3 fire trucks ordering and forum board 
www.http://pub14.bravenet.com/forum/  Fire truck Collector Forum 
www.pthinc.com    Past Time Hobbies 

http://www.boleycorp.com- fine 1/87 scale fire vehicles (for ho train sets) 
www.franklinmint.com   makers of fine 1/32 sized collectibles 
www.ebay.com  auction site – find die cast then type in code 3 fire trucks 
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Station Funnies 
 

        

First Abe Lincoln is sighted at one of our fires  
And then Groucho Marx at Captain Sabin’s desk?  

Hmmm… 
 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Like my new vacuum cleaner? 
 
 

Station Gossip 

 

• Please note the Trustee’s Appreciation Dinner is February 19 at 
DiGiovannis.  Sign up sheet is at Station #1 and you need to get 
signed up right away.   

• Guys, Ike says he needs a little bit better description than the truck 
is making a “Funky” noise.   

• Snoopy found he has special computer magnetism.  Anytime he 
got near his computer one day, it would go crazy.  Now Snoopy, 
you need to settle down a little or you will give your wife ulcers! 

• Chief says JP seems to move faster with his cast on his foot. Hmm 
. . . . Maybe we should put one on the other foot?   

• I think you need to work on your quick dismounts Rob!  Seriously, 
we are glad you are on the repair after your fall from a second 
story balcony at work.  Rob Gonia broke his arm pretty seriously 
in the fall.  But Rob says it won’t be long before he is back. 

• I just don’t know about Captain Sabin’s Bingo Bango… 

• O’Dell is trying to get Powell to spike his hairs on top of his head 
at his next hair cut.   

• Ever been in a room of 100 fire officers and cell phones start going 
off.  Its’ really quite a symphony of tunes! 

• Hey Morgan, I hear you’re getting better - at egg-hatching that is.   
It seems Morgan got more baby chickens to hatch this year than he 
did last year.  Morgan, I’m impressed! 

• A truly happy person is one who can enjoy the scenery on a detour. 

• Rumor has it Nikia is spouting a new mustache and Kirk Wilson 
shaved his off one day and his wife didn’t notice.   

• Chief says Mike Huffman is going to be a wreck until our new 
Rescue Squad gets done.  The officers all know the daily 
conversation is going to be about that truck when Mikes says, 
“Need to talk to you a minute.”   

• Now, I have been officially corrected.  There are no names on the 
Trustees coats and only Trustee Jim Burdick is the culprit.  It 
seems Jim keeps accidentally taking Trustee Jerry Ocker’s coat.  
So Jerry has now resorted to leaving his coat on or wearing a 
different color one.  Don Shoevlin offered to put names on the 
coats and it wasn’t any surprise when Don asked Jerry what name 
he wanted put on his coat, and Jerry replied, “Jim, he wears it more 
than I do!” 

• Speaking of wearing the wrong coats.  Ask Captain Drost how 
many times people call him Sheryl?  

• The famous Olympic skier Picabo (pronounced Peek-A-Boo) 
Street. She is not just an athlete, she is a nurse. She currently works 
in the Intensive Care Unit of a large metropolitan hospital.   She is 
not permitted to answer the telephone while she is at  work, 
however. It simply caused too much confusion when she would 
answer  the phone and say: "Picabo, ICU ". 

 

 
 

Oscar has 
Predicted 34 

Snowfalls 

 

Only 18 
 left as of 

February 11! 
 


