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The vehicle was fully involved with fire when units arrived. 
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Photo by Sheryl Drost 

Fire Shuts Hwy 251 Down 

 

     February 23, Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters fought a 
fully involved car fire across from 10911 N. 2nd St.  
Both northbound lanes of Hwy 251 were shut down to 
traffic until the fire was under control.  

. 
                                                          Right, Firefighters Andrew Willis, Matt Lane, & 

                                                             Shannon Burbach (on nozzle) start to attack the fire.
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Birds Nest Causes Chimney Fire 
Story & photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

     March 1, a resident on Buggywhip noticed that their 
neighbor’s fireplace chimney was on fire and called 9-1-1. 
Another neighbor knocked on the door and got the family 
outside.  Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson arrived on scene, reported 
there was a chimney fire, and took command.  The fire was 
attacked from the attic, and the roof was ventilated. It was 
quickly brought under control. Tarps were brought in to cover 
and try to protect everything in the family room from anymore 
water damage. The attic had cellulose insulation and fire tends to 
burrow through this type of insulation.  So, to stop any spread of 
the fire, the insulation vacuum machine was brought to the 
scene.  All the insulation near the fire area was vacuumed out. 
 

 
An American flag waves in the brisk wind as firefighters head around to the 

chimney area. 
 

 
As crews work in the attic, firefighter Tom Lake takes apart the chimney cap with 

bird nest material burning inside. 
 

  
Firefighter Tom Lake then removes the next section of the chimney only to find 

more burning bird nest material.   

 
Amber Drost uses an axe to cut away some more of the roof looking for fire 

extension as Lt. Tom Aaker and Tom Lake pull shingles. 
 

   
Left, Ryan Alms holds the ladder as Jim Daughenbaugh feeds the hose line to 

Don Fish (right) who is in the attic.  
 

  
Left, Superman Mike Pierson holds a trash can above his head so the firefighters 

in the attic can reach it to put insulation in. Right, the insulation vacuum 

machine was brought in to speed up and do a thorough job of getting all the 

burnt insulation out of the attic. 
 

  
Left, Chaplain Jim Cole checks in with IC Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson.  Right, Dan 

Borchardt starts to take down the hydrant hookup. 
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Fireplace Log Burns Carpet  Photo by Chief Presley 
 

 
Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell digs out the burnt area of carpet. 

 

     February 21, the resident at 4423 Waltham decided to stoke 
the fire in her fireplace and put a new log on.  It seems then after 
the log burned down a little, it rolled, knocking open the door, 
and landed out on the carpet.  After finding the log burning on 
the carpet, the homeowner called the fire department.  
Firefighters quickly extinguished the fire. 
 

Kitchen Fire  Story & Photo by Sheryl Drost 

 

 

 

    February 22, residents at 
916 Crystal were able to 
extinguish a kitchen stove fire 
themselves before fire units 
arrived. Firefighters then 
checked for fire extension and 
ventilated to rid the home of 
smoke. The home owner 
received minor burns on his 
hands but refused treatment. 
 
 

 

Furnace Motor is the Culprit 

Story & Photo by Sheryl Drost 

 
Engine 706, Ambulance C-52, Engine 704, Engine 701, Tanker 771, and Engine 

705 were pretty impressive all staged on the street. 
 

     February 24, a resident at 11422 Bayberry Drive returned 
home to find a smoky haze in his house and called 9-1-1. Trucks 
from all three fire stations were dispatched for a possible 
structure fire.  Firefighters were able to locate the culprit – a 
burning furnace motor.  The furnace was shut off and the home 
ventilated. The homeowner was to contact his furnace repair 
person. This is a case where in the end, all the trucks that arrived 
on scene were not needed, but yet it was reassuring that if they 
had been needed, they were there.  
 
 

 

           Times Rekindled 
 
 

 
Thomas McMullin Sr.  1939-2005 

 

     March 2, a former Harlem-Roscoe Fire Lieutenant lost his 
fight with cancer and passed away. Tom McMullin Sr. joined the 
fire department in 1982, and served about 10 years, running out 
of Fire Station #2 on Ralston Road.  His obituary read, “Tom 
was proud to be a Lieutenant for Harlem Roscoe Fire 
Department and was always ready to be "on call" for duty.”  
Tom’s son’s John and Roger are also former Harlem-Roscoe 
Firefighters.  
     “Tom was a good ole boy who loved to hunt, fish, and could 
make nearly anything work,” remembers Chief Oscar Presley. 
Chief continued, “He loved the country way of doing things and 
we had many a talk about Arkansas. He also was a practical 
joker and he always loved a good laugh.”   Deputy Chief John 
Presley teases, “Tom had a southern drawl and was well known 
for his version of say, when 707 was 10-8.  He would say it like 
7mo7tin8!”  Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell remembers, “Tom liked 
helping with the Coon & Ham Dinners.  Years ago the Spring 
Dinner actually served coon, and all those coons had to be 
prepped.  And you would find Tom right in the middle of it all.”   
     March 8, Tom was laid to rest in Sunset Memorial Gardens 
Cemetery.  In his eulogy, the pastor commented on how Tom 
had told him before he died, “That Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters 
would be the last ones to let him down.”  And they were.  Six 
Harlem-Roscoe Fire Personnel – Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell, 

Deputy Chief’s Richard 
Schoonover and Kirk Wilson, Lt. 
Virgil Johnson, Firefighter Brad 
Delmore and former Firefighter 
Scott Johnson were pallbearers 
and Chief Oscar Presley and 
Dispatcher Guy Stirts were 
alternates.  
   
 I actually got Tom to pose for two 

pictures for me back in the early 90’s.  

The one above showed him in action and 

the one to the left was a silhouette that 

turned out great to use with the fireman’s 

prayer. A copy still hangs in the lounge at 

Station #1. 
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From the Chief’s Desk 
By Chief Oscar Presley 
 

     We were awarded a Fire Grant this past 
month from US Department of Homeland 
Security through their Fire Act Grant 
Program! It was half of our request amount, 
but I feel we can still accomplish a lot with 
our award.  We will be using the grant monies 
to purchase equipment for safety training 

programs for children, homes, and schools.  
     Among these items are 14 Automatic External Defibrillators 
(AED) for our Public Access Defibrillation Program. If only one 
life is saved, this program will be a success from our stand point. 
A patient that needs defibrillation needs it in less than 4 minutes.  
And getting to the scene can take emergency personnel 
sometimes 5 minutes or more. I believe knowing that an AED is 
nearby will also be comforting to many, and may give us an 
added advantage to save a life. Lt. Bergeron explains more on 
this program in this month’s EMS Report.   
     We will also be purchasing some props, robots, and support 
equipment for the Fire Prevention Program.  The idea of these 
items is to work with the youth in our community to better 
educate them in fire safety.  I have always felt that if we can 
impress the children when they are young, they will carry that 
lesson through life.  The props and robot figures will get their 
attention and impress them while delivering a valuable safety 
lesson.  
     The new lounge is now complete and the furniture has been 
moved in. The old lounge will now be a bunk room and new 
carpet has been installed.  We will wait until after the Spring 
Dinner though to move the furniture in.  New tiles have also 
been put down in the hallway and it looks much better.   
    The maintenance building addition is finally done for the most 
part – the building construction that is.  Deputy Chief Richard 
Schoonover and Troy Vail have been working on moving in the 
equipment, tools, and supplies.  And, several personnel have 
helped them in moving the old office to the new mechanics 
office.  I think this will be a work in progress for some time yet.  
The addition now appears much larger than when we first 
started.  I believe there is enough room for the department’s 
future needs.  Everyone should take a look at the new additions.  
I hope we can continue to advance and improve our district as 
we go about our job of safety and saving lives and property.  I 
know I am proud of our progress over the years.    . . . Oscar 

 

 

Heroes Receive Recognition  
By Sheryl Drost 

 

Curt Goodwick and James Schmidt pose with Chief Oscar Presley. 
 

     When ordinary citizens, without hesitation, come to the rescue of 
total strangers - we call them heroes!   February 13, Harlem-Roscoe 
Fire Chief Oscar Presley presented two heroes – Curt Goodwick and 
James Schmidt Certificates of Recognition for their alertness, quick 
response, and prompt action in an emergency situation.  Chief Presley 
presented the certificates to the two men during a monthly Harlem-
Roscoe Firefighters Association meeting in front of their families, 
Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters, and one of their SBC managers. “We are 
very proud of Curt and James!” Proclaimed SBC Network I&R 
Manager Joe Genes.  “We brought a camera crew to tape the 
presentation and it will be played on our in-house Network throughout 
all our offices in four states!”   
     January 28, a worker at 14190 Dearborn Ave was cutting a gas tank 
off a junk vehicle when the tank exploded. The fire from the explosion 
caught the worker on fire as well as the acetylene torch he was using.  
The fire then burned down the hose line igniting the acetylene tank. It 
then impinged on the oxygen tank, which also exploded.   
     Two of SBC Communication’s workers nearby - James Schmidt & 
Curt Goodwick, heroically came to the rescue extinguishing the fire on 
the burning man, calling 9-1-1 for help, and guiding rescue units in. The 
burned worker was transported to the hospital with severe burns by 
Harlem-Roscoe’s Ambulance as firefighters extinguished the rest of the 
fire on the torch.   
     Curt Goodwick saw the explosion and recalls, “The man was thrown 
back from the explosion and was completely on fire.  I ran and tackled 
him and used myself as a blanket and was able to put most of the fire 
out.  I then pulled him to a nearby snow bank and put the rest of the fire 
out with snow.”  His co-worker James Schmidt also went into action, “I 
ran to my truck to get a fire extinguisher and called 9-1-1.  As I was 
talking to the operator the oxygen tank exploded. We then took the 
burned man inside to keep him calm like the 9-1-1 operator told us to.  I 
then directed the emergency vehicles in.”   
     The injured man received severe burns and is slowly recovering at a 
local hospital.  The man and his family are truly grateful to these two 
heroes!  

 

   
 
 

      

5-year-old Palmer 

Goodwick and 2-1/2-

year-old Mary Ellen 

Schmidt thought it was 

pretty neat to dress up 

as firefighters after 

their daddies received 

their awards. 

Oscar has 
Predicted 34 

Snowfalls 

 

Only 9 

 left as of 

March 11! 
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          EMS Report 
               By Lt. John Bergeron 
 

     Harlem-Roscoe Fire is currently working with 
Heart Start Solutions out of Machesney Park to 
get our Public Access Defibrillation Program up 
and going.  We currently have ordered 14 

Automatic External Defibrillators (AED) to be placed in all the 
schools in our Fire District.  The funds to pay for these AED’s came 
from the State Fire Act Grant that the Harlem-Roscoe Fire 
Department received.  However, we can not just put AED’s in the 
schools; we must also have personnel trained in how to use them in 
each school.  We will be conducting a CPR Instructors class at our 
station on April 2

nd
 & 3

rd
, and we will then have enough CPR and 

AED Instructors to be able to help us in getting the necessary people 
trained at the schools in the use of these AED’s.   

 

EMS of the Month  by Sheryl Drost 
     This month we highlight another Medic that 
has been serving the department for a long time. 
Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson joined the department 
as a Cadet in 1983 and as a firefighter in 1984.  
Kirk was promoted to Lt. In 1994, to Captain in 
1998, and to Deputy Chief on September 12, 
2004.  He became an EMT in December of 1984 
and moved up to the Paramedic level in October 

of 1988.  Kirk’s dedication and commitment to the fire department 
has been exemplary.  Kirk has also worked the last 16 years as a 
Paramedic for Lifeline Ambulance and is currently a Supervisor.  
Kirk is married to wife Tracy and has son’s 14-year-old Michael 
and 3-year-old Logan, and step-son 11-year-old Mitchell.   
 

Q.  Why are you a Paramedic today and what made you choose 
this line of work?   
A. “I enjoy being a Paramedic. When I joined Harlem-Roscoe in 

1984, I didn’t want anything to do with the ambulance. I wanted to 

put the wet stuff on the red stuff. I always wanted to be a firefighter 

for as long as I can remember. When I ran out of station 2, we had 

an old yellow suburban that ran on medical calls. I started climbing 

on that truck because I wanted to make the calls. At that time, we 

had only one ambulance. That ambulance ran the whole district. 

Oscar, Virgil Johnson and Dave Bailey were the Paramedics at that 

time. Shortly after I started running calls, I attended EMT school. At 

that time it was only 2 months of class time. I liked running medical 

calls so I started doing it regularly. In fact, the Chief talked me into 

going to Paramedic school.” 
 

Q. Who have been your mentors in EMS? 
A. “I have many mentors I looked up to when I started running as 

an EMT. When I was a kid, I looked up to Johnny and Roy from the 

TV show Emergency. I guess the real mentors in my life are Oscar 

and Virgil. When I started running as a Provisional Paramedic, I 

can honestly say I had a hard time riding with Oscar because he 

was so intimidating. He would quiz you while you were trying to 

treat a patient. I had a difficult time with that but it really made me 

look at the big picture. I started to think I was part of his family 

because he always called me “Son”. Then I learned if he called you 

“Son” you were probably in some trouble. He really taught me a lot 

at that time. I thank him and Virgil for making me what I am today. 

Hats off to those guys for doing the work they did in the early 

years.” 
 

Q.  What changes have you noticed over the years?   
A. “I have noticed many changes in EMS in the past 20 years. We 

went from having only one ambulance to four ALS ambulances. The 

way we do things now is far different from then. We would take 

practically the whole ambulance into a house and start treatment on 

a patient. We would start IV’s in the house and call the hospital 

from our old “White Box Phone” and send a cardiac reading before 

we loaded patients. This made our on scene times long. Now, our 

objective is to get the patient to the ambulance as quickly as 

possible and start treatment while transporting. That was a big 

change. We now have state of the art equipment to make our job 

easier – and a big change from before.  
 

Q.  What is your most memorable best and worst call?   
A. “I guess the most memorable call I had is delivering twin boys. 

Those calls make you proud to be a Paramedic. The worst call I can 

remember is when 3 kids were killed in an auto accident at White 

School and Manchester. Those bad calls make you ask yourself why 

I keep doing what I do. Being a paramedic can be the most 

rewarding experience, but it can also eat at your soul.”  
 

Q.  What do you think of the EMS program at Harlem-Roscoe?  
A. “I feel our EMS program at HR is “Top Notch”. We have 

improved our equipment over the years as well as our medical staff. 

John Bergeron has done a fine job as EMS Coordinator. I also feel 

we should all be grateful to Oscar and the Board of Trustees for 

making Harlem-Roscoe EMS what it is today. Without the Chief’s 

commitment to EMS and the Board seeing his dream, I can honestly 

say we wouldn’t be where we are today.”  
 

The Case for Public Access Defribrillation (PAD) Programs 
By The American Heart Association 
     “About 222,000 people die each year from sudden cardiac arrest.  
That’s 600 a day – an average of 25 per hour.  
     Cardiac arrest usually results from some underlying form of heart 
disease.  Most cardiac arrests are due to abnormal heart rhythms called 
arrhythmias.  Ventricular fibrillation (VF) is the most common 
arrhythmia that causes cardiac arrest.  VF is a condition in which the 
heart’s electrical impulses suddenly become chaotic, often without 
warning.  That causes the heart’s pumping action to abruptly stop.  
When cardiac arrest occurs, the victim loses consciousness, has no pulse 
and stops breathing normally. Death follows within minutes. 
     Defibrillation is the only known therapy for VF.  This technique of 
giving an electrical shock can restore the heart’s Norman rhythm if it’s 
done within minutes of the arrest.  For every minute that passes without 
defibrillation, a victim’s chances of survival decrease by 7-10 percent.  
After as little as 10 minutes, very few resuscitation attempts are 
successful. 
     Traditionally, the ability to defibrillate was solely in the hands of 
emergency medical personnel.  They were trained to interpret 
arrhythmias and determine when a shock was needed.  Survival 
depended on the Emergency Medical Services (EMS) system being 
contacted and arriving quickly.  
     Unfortunately, quick EMS response isn’t always possible. Even the 
very best EMS systems experience delays from heavy traffic, secured 
buildings, gated communities, large building complexes and high-rises.  
For example, in New York City where emergency response teams fight 
extreme traffic, the average arrival time to emergency vehicles is about 
12 minutes.  Not surprisingly, the cardiac arrest survival rate is less than 
2 percent. 
     Today a new generation of defibrillators, called Automatic External 
Defibrillators (AED’s) makes it possible for trained lay rescuers to 
deliver defibrillation.  The new AEDs are safe, effective, lightweight, 
low maintenance, easy to use, and relatively inexpensive (about $3,000 
each).  Having trained lay rescuers equipped with AED’s in settings 
where large numbers of people congregate saves precious minutes and 
improves survival rates for cardiac arrest victims. Facilities such as 
high-security companies, sports arenas, large hotels, concert halls, high-
rise buildings, gated communities, sprawling manufacturing plants and 
remote sites can benefit from obtaining AEDs and training employees to 
use them as part of a public access defibrillation (PAD) program 
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By Captain Don Shoevlin -Training Officer 
 

     Well, with winter hopefully behind us, it’s 
time to go outside and have some fun.  I don’t 
know about the rest of you, but I’m ready to get 
outside for some training.  Yes, we need to do 
classroom training, but it sure seems to drag on.  
We have had excellent attendance at trainings 
lately as well as involvement in outside 

training.  So, even though we have had some really cold days 
this winter, we still are actively training.  I thank everyone for 
this great effort.  We are also approaching a very busy time of 
the year and have a lot planned. 
 

• Firefighter II Class is still going and all are doing well in it. 

• Three personnel attended Instructor I Class in Aurora. 

• Most of the Officers attended a 4-hour Officer training on 
Sunday February 27. 

• Six Officers attended the 8-hour Unified Command Course 
held at Rock Valley College. 

• Six instructors will be attending the FDIC Conference. 

• The Fire College schedule will be posted soon. 

• Firefighter III Class will be starting soon. 

• New Department Driving Program is coming!! 

• Quick drills for daytime training in the works. 

• Possibly we will be obtaining a couple of structures for 
department training, 

• And we will be talking about another recruit class. 
 

     As we come to the close of the first quarter, don’t forget your 
training points.  Remember you need 70 points which 50 must 
come from Tuesday Drill Night.  Also, don’t forget your outside 
training points.  I have not received many.  Remember, we can’t 
approve them for training points if we don’t know about them.  
If you have any questions, please contact myself or your Station 
Captains.   
     We are always open to ideas and suggestions, so please, if 
you have any, share them with anyone in the training division. 

 
Fire Cause & Origin Awareness Training 
By Debbie Rykowski – Fire Investigation Division 

 

 
Harlem-Roscoe Fire’s two certified Fire Investigators, left Captain Mike Drost, 

and right Deb Rykowski,  pose for a picture with Arson Investigation Division 

Manager Richard Crum of the Office from  the Illinois State Fire Marshall.. 
 

     On Tuesday, March 1, members of the Harlem-Roscoe Fire 
Department were fortunate to have the training expertise of 
Arson Investigation Division Manager Richard Crum from the 
Office of the Illinois State Fire Marshal.  Richard Crum has over 
20 years experience in the area of firefighting and fire 

investigations.  Manager Crum traveled to Harlem-Roscoe Fire 
Station 1 from his hometown of Havana, which he jokingly 
states is about 10 miles from Cuba (Illinois that is).  Mr. Crum 
had many years of firefighting experience as a volunteer 
firefighter himself and was very impressed with the size of our 
fire protection district, Station 1, our equipment and the 
manpower we have available for firefighting. 
     This class is offered by the Office of the State Fire Marshal in 
Illinois to give all members of the fire department, from front 
line firefighters to Chief Officers, an overview of the basic 
information that can be gathered by firefighters when conducting 
their normal firefighting activity at fires and then reported to 
their fire investigation team.  The fire investigators then use the 
information gathered from first-in firefighter reports and 
witnesses as a tool in the investigation of the fire scene cause 
and origin. 
     Manager Crum gave a basic overview of the classifications of 
fires, phases of fires and information that can be gathered at fire 
scenes that can be helpful to investigators in the process of 
determining cause and origin.  Often times, information gathered 
from first in firefighters and witnesses is critical to investigators 
in determining the number of fires upon arrival, whether the fire 
appeared as if it was fueled by some sort of accelerant or if there 
were signs that the fire was set to conceal another crime?   
     Manager Crum discussed the application of simple 
observations that can be made by firefighters in real life fire 
investigations that he has conducted such as; were windows 
open or closed; doors locked or left open; amount/location of 
fire upon arrival of firefighters; color of smoke and flames upon 
arrival, etc. 
     Manager Crum advised that even the slightest observation by 
firefighters at the scene may be just the “piece” of information 
that is needed to complete the fire investigation puzzle.  
Manager Crum advised that determining cause and origin is 
much like putting together a puzzle, the investigators are trained 
to take all of the bits and pieces of information gathered from 
firefighting personnel, witnesses, evidence found at the scene, 
etc. to make a fire cause determination.    
     Manager Crum also gave an overview of Meth Labs and what 
firefighters and investigators should be aware of during fire 
suppression and after a fire, during overhaul.  These fires are 
extremely dangerous to firefighters and investigators and should 
be considered hazardous material incidents.   
     Over 45 fire personnel attended this training session and 
completed the course for the Harlem-Roscoe FD.  Manager 
Crum did a splendid job of relating real life experiences from his 
firefighting/investigating career to give us a better idea of what 
to look for and what information to gather that can lead to 
successful fire cause and origin determination and possible 
prosecution in criminal cases. 
     Thank you to the Office of the State Fire Marshal and Arson 
Investigation Division Manager Richard Crum for an excellent 
training course for our department! 
 

************************************************** 

There is only one success -  

To be able to spend your life in your own way. 
-Christopher Morley 
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Accidents  Photos by Chief Presley & Sheryl Drost  
 
 

 

   
                         02/09/05 Elevator Road                                                                                         02/13/05 Hwy 251 & McDonald Road   
 

    
                            02/18/05 Hononegah Road & Rockrose Drive                                                            02/18/05 Prairie Hill Road & Willowbrook Road  
 

     
                                       02/18/05 Hwy 251 & Roscoe Road                                                                             02/18/05 Hwy 251 & Forest Hills Road 
 

   
                            02/24/05 Ralston Road and Hwy 251 West Frontage Road                                                                                      03/04/05 Prairie Hill Road 
 

   
03/02/05 Old Ralston Road and Ralston Road.  It seems the car hit the truck and the truck rear ended the school bus loaded with 40+ students. The drivers of the car 

and the pickup were uninjured.  Two children were taken to the hospital by ambulance with minor complaints. Then the bus took the rest of the students that said they 

weren’t hurt to the hospital. Parents picked their children up at the hospital then and were able to make the decision on if they wanted their child to be seen by a doctor.   
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Trustees Appreciation Dinner   
Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

     February 19, DiGiovannis Restaurante’s Banquet Room was packed with Harlem-Roscoe Fire personnel for the Annual Trustee’s 
Appreciation Dinner.  After a delicious buffet meal, the Award’s Ceremony kicked into high gear.  Service Pins, special recognitions, 
and some fun and games were all on the agenda.  Special guests that attended the dinner were Roscoe Village President Ward Sterret 
and his wife, Machesney Park Mayor Linda Vaughn, and Manchester Fire Trustees Joel Nussbaum and Bob Harnish and their wives, 
former Fire Chief Jack Brown, and Richard Fisher.   

 

     
L-r Joe Quast leads the Color Guard in to start the evening, Trustee Jerry Ocker, Chief Oscar Presley, & Trustee Bart Munger host the Awards Ceremony, Captain 

Don Shoevlin receives the 2004 Good Service Award, Trustee Jerry Ocker presents Lt. Jeff Ball with a Service Plaque and Fire Service Pin for 25 years of service, and, 

Lt. John Bergeron receives 20-year Medical Pin and Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson receives a 20-year Medical & Fire Service Pin. 

   

     
L-r, Service Pins: 15-year Fire – Captain Mike Drost & Captain Tim Schrader, 10-year Fire – Captain Bill Sabin, 10-year Medical Pin – Chad Radke & Jeff Morris, 5-

year Medical – Mike Powell & Tracy Wilson, 1-year Medical – Ami Rafferty, Matt Lane, Jim Johnson, & Ryan Alms.   

 

   
L-r Service Pins: 1-year Fire – Tom Lake, Jim Johnson, Shannon Burbach, Kevin Bouton, Brad Delmore, Ron Swain, Dave Doyle, & April Cooper. New EMS – Chris 

Kaiser, Robert Gonia, Eve Salstrom, & Kevin Keen.  New Firefighters – Eve Salstrom, Tony Montalbano, Robert Gonia, Eric Wainright, Chris Kaiser, Radi Huggard, 

Clint Evans, Kevin Keen, Ryan Bussey, & Andrew Willis. 

 

    
L-r, Most fire runs: Station #3-Troy Vail, Station #2- Captain Tim Schrader, Station #1 – Captain Mike Drost.  Most medical runs: Station #3-Lt. Bruce Jurgens, 

Station#1-Mike Pierson, & not pictured, Station #2 – Mike Sherbon.  Most runs on shift: Station#2- Ryan Alms, Station #1- Danny Gunderson, and not pictured 

Station#3 – Jill Evans.  Appreciation for Training Division– Jerry McCormick & Captain Don Shoevlin.  
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L-r, Officer Appreciation Awards: Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell, Deputy Chief’s Richard Schoonover, Kirk Wilson, & John Presley, Captain’s Don Shoevlin, Tim 

Schrader, & Mike Drost. 
 

   
L-r, Lieutenants - Bob Hamilton, Tom Aaker, Jeff Ball, Tom Medine, Jay Alms, Vern Sarver, John Bergeron, & Bruce Jurgens; Fire Prevention Division personnel – 

Ami Rafferty, Chuck Severson, Jerry Lindsay, Bob Schoonover, Shirley Schoonover, Lt. Virgil Johnson, Jim Cole, and Captain Bill Sabin; Administration Secretary 

Colleen Bloyer 
 

    
L-r, Dispatchers Jerry Lund, Tracy Wilson, Ami Rafferty, & Guy Snoopy Stirts; Chaplain’s Jay Carr & Jim Cole; Data Entry- Dona Zopp & Kelly Green.  
 

   
L-r, Float Chairman-Joe Quast; Extrication Team – Lt. Bob Hamilton, Jeff Morris, Ramona Baldoni, Jim Daughenbaugh, Aaron Miller, Chad Radke, & Mike Huffman; 

And Lifeline Medic Bill Schieder & John Morgan. 
 

  
L-r Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell and Deputy Chief Richard Schoonover were the timers and Captain Tim Schrader and his wife Kim were judges as Chris Scott and 

Shannon Burbach take their turn as new parents to be coached by their wives in a race to see who can diaper a baby the fastest while blindfolded. Right, Newlyweds 

Doug & Carolyn Wolfe, Steve & Cathy Pomahac, Kirk & Tracy Wilson, Jerry & Amy McCormick, and Mark & Marcia Soppe play the Newlywed Game.      
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Division’s Update 
By Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell 

 

Our Radio/Communication 
Division is working hard at 
up-dating our radio 
inventory. Their last report 
was that they are close to 
finishing a list and we are 
about to sit down and go 
over our maintenance 

agreement.  We have purchased two mobile 
radios, which one will go into 706. The 
purchase was necessary to get all the channels 
we need for MABAS, City of Beloit Fire 
Department, Rock County, etc. A special 
thanks to Bob Stark, Jim Daughenbaugh, and 
Doug Wolfe. 
 

 

 

                           Gone,  

                  But not forgotten   

 

Some people come into our lives, and quickly go.                                 

Some stay awhile and leave footprints in our hearts.                              

And, we are never, ever the same. 

• Grace Ruppert, 95-year-old grandma to 

Mickey Rykowski passed away Feb. 9 

 
Our deepest sympathies and prayers go out to 
Mickey and his family. 

 

Station Visitors 

 

 
Boy Scout Troop 411 spent an afternoon on 

community service work.  They helped stuff some of 

the mailings that went out to the community for the 

upcoming Spring Dinner Fundraiser.  Thanks boys! 
 

 
Firefighter Chris Kaiser gets lost among this darling 

group of Daisy Scouts that visited the station.   

 
Website Update! 

     There have been many updates on the 
website, so check back often.  I have been 
able to keep up with putting up the current 
‘hot” calls and have started to archive the 
older ones. To view them just click on the 
blinking fire truck on the home page.   

             Chaplains Notes 
                    By Chaplain Jim Cole 

 

               I got an e-mail from Sheryl, asking 
for my article for this month.  My mind is a 
blank (an increasingly frequent thing these 
days, I am finding).  What do I write?  No 
great thoughts of timeless wisdom, no clever 
insights, no answers to the world's problems 
- what do I write?  Then my fertile mind 
came up a good one: funny stuff.  Now this 
is creative (or desperate).  But, last month I 
told how important humor is for making life 
better. 
     The other day I was cleaning out my file 
cabinet, (oh how it needs it) and I  
came to my file folder marked "Humor." 
Aha!  I will share some of the stuff from 
that.  The pile is a good inch  
thick of material I have gathered over the 
years.  Things like this:  

• Great truths that adults have learned -
wrinkles don't hurt or families are like 
fudge, mostly sweet but with a few 
nuts.   

• A great truth about growing old - It's 
frustrating when you know all the 
answers, and nobody bothers to ask you 
the questions. 

• Two women were talking.  One says, 
"Our club is holding its annual costume 
ball tomorrow.  Second woman, "What 
are you wearing?  First woman, "We're 
going to be a horse!  I'll be the front 
end, and my husband will be himself." 

• I know that great earth changes have 
been predicted for the future, so if you 
are looking to avoid earthquakes, my 
advice is simple.  When you find a 
fault, just don't dwell on it.   

• And, there's no need to change the 
world.  All we have to do is toilet train 
the world, and we'll never have to train 
it again.  (sorry) 

      One more:  a prayer.  Dear Lord, so far 
today, God, I've done all right.  I haven't 
gossiped, haven't lost my temper, haven't 
been greedy, grumpy, nasty, selfish, or over-
indulgent.  I'm really glad about that.  But, 
in a few minutes, God, I'm going to get out 
of bed, and from then on I'm going to need a 
lot more help.  Thank you. Amen. 
      I’ve got a million of 'em, but this is 
enough. …Chaplain Cole 

 
 

Please Note  
 

• Daylight Savings Time is April 3. 
(Yes Greg, I am sure on this date) ☺ 
Remember to not only set your clocks 
ahead 1 hour but to change the 
batteries in your smoke detectors and 
CO Alarms! 

Birthdays 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

March  
4th           John Donovan 
6th           Chaplain J. Carr 
12th         Bob Hamilton 
16th         Aaron Miller 
18th         Troy Vail 
21st          Mike Morrison 
22nd         Jay Alms 
23rd         Radi Huggard 
24th         Jill Evans 
29th         Sheryl Drost 
 

April 
 1st         Jeff Ball 
10th        Colleen Bloyer 
12th        Ami Rafferty 
14th        Eve Saltstrom 
21st         Trustee Jim Burdick 
24th         Paul Stanphill 
29th         Snoopy 
 

  April Breakfast Crew 
Jerry McCormick, Joe Quast, 
Tom Aaker, Don Shoevlin, 

Jill Evans & Jeff Brandenburg 
 

 

        Total Calls 

 

                                Feb.     2005 
 

        Medicals -       103       211   
        Accidents -        22         34 
        Fires -                10         19 
        Misc. -                26         47    
      Total  Calls       161      311 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

     The Firehouse Scene is a monthly 

newsletter produced by the Harlem-Roscoe 

Fire Protection District.   

 

Editor-in-Chief – Chief Oscar Presley 
Editor, Producer, Writer, & Photos - 
Photographer Sheryl Drost 

Special thanks to contributing writers: 
Asst. Chief Ken O’Dell, DC Kirk 

Wilson, DC John Presley, Captain Don 

Shoevlin, Lt. John Bergeron ,Chaplain 

Jim Cole, & Debbie Rykowski. 

Proof reader – Tracy Wilson 

Printer – Premier Printing 
The newsletter is available at Station One - 

10544 Main Street in Roscoe and on the 

depts.’ website www.harlemroscoefire.com 

after the second Sunday of each month. 
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By Dept Chief John Presley 
 
 

      Many people collect items, from newspapers to automobiles 
to whatever tickles their fancy. Finding objects is most of the 
fun. They may be found anywhere, from a family member’s attic 
to the local auction house to a hobby or department store. There 
are no rules saying anything is off limits. However using a good 
sense of judgment is required. When you find something that 
interests you, it may bring a yearning to find similar objects to 
display; now you are a collector. Some collect simply for the 
fun, some collect for resale value later. If you collect, there is a 
book somewhere about your collection that rates items, usually 
by value. These books will usually give you pertinent 
information such as pictures of item, manufacturer, and date of 
release, serial and or production numbers, and finally resale 
value.  
     Picture category will show the item in question with a brief 
description and any markings that distinguish the item from 
reproduction or “knock offs”. Knock offs is a term used to 
describe item that look almost identical but are missing certain 
markings, usually the manufacturers engraving or signature. This 
is usually found when a company or individual acquires the 
rights to mass reproduce pictures or furniture. An example of 
reproductions would be records albums (LP’s and 45’s) are easy 
to distinguish as reproduction in most cases by looking at the 
production dates located on the jackets and on the center of the 
album. Sometimes jacket covers can be reproduced to look 
nearly identical to originals so if you have a question, ask the 
dealer. 
    Manufacturer and date of release are usually found on the 
package when purchased, however if the package is missing, it 
may be stamped, painted or engraved or molded somewhere on 
the item. Toys are noted for molded dates, dolls are harder; they 
usually require the original box, due to mass production over 
many years.  If there is question about date of release again ask 
another collector.  
     Serial numbers and production numbers are another way of 
tracking your item. Serial numbers are located on bottom of die 
cast, on the package for dolls, on the frame or outside border for 
pictures. Serial numbers are a way to find your item but if many 
toys are created using that serial number it may not be the same 
color as the one you have.  Production numbers are usually used 
when an item is produced in “limited” quantity. Limited quantity 
is a misnomer. It means that only a certain number was created 
for this company, with this packaging. It does not mean that only 
the specified number was created. Many companies have 
subsidiaries, collector clubs, toy divisions etc., this means a 
particular piece may be reproduced for each subsidiary.  
      Finally resale values are found in collector magazines and on 
forum boards on the internet; they are what you are willing to 
pay for the item. Nothing more nothing less! Remember all item 
prices are decided by the laws of supply and demand. If it is 
wanted by several, you will pay more for it than you would if no 
one wants the item. Hobby and collector stores usually have a 
price scale they use, it is based on a price catalogue in collector 
magazines, as a rule they pay only percentages of what the item 
is worth for book value.   
 

Rescue Truck in Progress 
 

  
     Tuesday March 1, Harlem-Roscoe Fire personnel visited 
Alexis Fire to check on the construction of the new rescue 
squad.  Above left, DC John Presley took a picture of Chief 
Presley double checking a measurement on one of the 
compartments with one of the Alexis representative Doug.  Also 
checking out the truck were Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell, DC 
Richard Schoonover, and Mike Huffman. Mike says he can relax 
now that he has seen it and he knows they are doing things right.   
     Upper right and below are two pictures off the Alexis 
website. You can follow the progression on line by visiting 
www.Alexisfire.com and checking under the drop-down menu 
for trucks in progress. Alexis will have the truck on display at 
the FDIC Convention April 11-16 and delivery to Roscoe will 
probably be the week after that. 

 
 

 
 
 

 

              Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters Association 

               Spring Dinner Fundraiser 
 

• March 19, 5-8PM   
                @ Fire Station #1 -10544 Main St. in Roscoe 

• Tickets – Adults $8.00, Children 5-12 $4.00  

        Children under 5 Free 

• Menu – Roast Beef, Ham, Mashed Potatoes, Cole Slaw 

        Vegetables, and Dessert 
 

 

Tickets may be purchased at the door or from any H-R Firefighter. 

 

Carry outs and Deliveries – Call 623-7867 

After 3pm the day of the dinner. 
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Station Gossip & Funnies  

 

• I found another phrase to say instead of say for example “your 
plate is full”. Ramona says to say that “my iceberg is full of 
penguins”.  I like it!  Although, Ramona also says that when she 
tries to use it with her kids, they say, “Yah, but yours is melting!” 

• The 5 newly married fire personnel had a great time playing the 
Newlywed Game during the Appreciation Dinner.  Some of the 
questions the guys had to match answers with their wives were - 
Do you kiss your wife goodbye when leaving for a call, do you get 
up by yourself or do you have to be awaken by your spouse, and 
what item of clothing do you put on first?  Doug Wolfe and his 
new wife Carolyn were the only ones that aced all 6 questions.  But 
surprisingly it seems not all was lost on the other newlyweds.  
Newlywed Mark Soppe made the following comment to Assistant 
Chief Ken O’Dell on the way back from a call the other night.  He 
said, “Hey Ken, I got up by myself, I kissed my wife, and put my 
undies on first.”  

• Another ‘Game” at the Appreciation Dinner was the Diaper 
Changing Race with the new parents.  It seems Lt. Bob Hamilton 
has it down pat and beat the other 5 new father’s times.  Chief’s 
wife Dean though sent the room into laughter with her comment 
after Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell said he had only changed one 
diaper in his lifetime. 

• Lifeline Paramedic John Morgan was also pretty entertaining at the 
Appreciation Dinner.  It started with his antics with the Chief while 
accepting his appreciation award. John then left the room in 
stitches when he took the microphone away from the Chief and 
gave his acceptance speech.  He said, “I’ve never received any 
awards before, so I’d like to 
take this opportunity to thank a 
couple people. I want to thank 
my mom and dad, my preschool 
teacher, my kindergarten 
teacher, my kindergarten 
teacher again. My 1st grade 
teacher, she was a hotty,  my 
2nd grade teacher.… We never 
got to hear the end of his speech 
because Colleen was able to 
remove him from the 
microphone.  Morgan said later that it was ok, cause that’s how 
award shows go.  They cut off your speech by playing music and a 
beautiful girl escorts you off the stage! 

• Speaking of Morgan. He called me a couple times this month and 
woke me up with some exciting news.  Don’t quite remember 
everything though; after all I was pretty tired.  I think it was 
something about April and something about a dinosaur, and me 
taking a picture, and oh, maybe Oscar too.  Hmm…Let me think.  
Was it was a dinosaur chasing April down Elevator? No, that 
wasn’t it. Was it me taking a picture of Oscar taking a picture of 
April being chased by a dinosaur?  No, that wasn’t it either. 
Ooooooh, I remember, it was a dinosaur standing on Elevator Road 
waving. Hmm, now what was it about April and Oscars?  Sorry 
John, I just can’t seem to remember. 

• Seems rumor has it our resident Cowboy must have fallen off a 
horse or something and instead of hitching his horse he is getting 
hitched himself.  Congratulations Dan on your engagement. 

• The Daisy Scout leader pulled me aside to tell me how impressed 
she was with how Chris Kaiser was doing with keeping all the girls 
interested during his tour of the station.  She added he reminded 
her of the guy that stars on Blues Clues!  So, if you notice blue 
paw prints around the station, you know Chris has been there. 

 
 
 
 

Snow Tubing Trip 

 

 
 

Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters Ron 

Klaman, John Donovan, Kirk & 

Tracy Wilson, Tom Lake, and 

Ramona Baldoni and their 

families pose for a picture above 

while spending a day up north 

snow tubing. Well, John didn’t 

make the picture.  It seems he 

had to leave with his daughter 

who ended up with a badly 

bruised nose and black eyes.  

She is fine though and can’t wait 

to go snow tubing again.   
 

Right Ramona Baldoni & Tracy 

Wilson ride one of the tubes 
 

 
Ron Klaman whizzes by while snow tubing with one of his sons on board. 

 

 

Guess Who? 
The picture below was on a poster and it is from when a former 
Harlem-Roscoe Officer turned 50 on March 21 1984.  Can you 
guess who it is?  The poster also had the following on it: 

• Speaks three languages fluently – Huh, 
yep, and nope. 

• Communicates well with ______ 

• Lives in a dog house behind his wife’s 
house. 

• Won another town’s outstanding citizen 
award for not living there. 

• Has been known to attempt to clown 
around and howl at night.  

• Special Roscoe holiday if he moves 
away. 

Need a clue?  

He was featured in the Times Rekindled in the February Newsletter. 

 


