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The lights from the Fire Trucks reflect off the rain during a response to a fire alarm 

(Be sure to view the above picture in color on the website). 
 
 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

It Really Did Rain in August! 

 

     On August 18, 2005, an F3 tornado with winds up to two 
hundred miles an hour carved a ten-mile long, half-wide path of 
destruction across rural subdivisions and farms just north of 
Stoughton, Wisconsin. Luckily, our area only received a 
thunderstorm with a couple inches of rain from that system. The 
storm however did cause a small rash of fire alarms like the one 
above at Ecolab on Rockton Road.    

IINNSSIIDDEE::  
  

••  FFiirreess…………………………………………………………..........……pp..  22  

••  AAcccciiddeennttss…………......  ..………………………………........……pp..  33  

••  CCoonnssttrruuccttiioonn  ………………..........……..……………………pp..  44  

••  BBuurrnniinngg  OOrrddiinnaanncceess  …………......……..……..……..pp..  77    

••  TTiimmeess  RReekkiinnddlleedd…………………………………………..pp..  88  

••  TTrraaiinniinngg  ………………....…………………………................……pp..  99  

••  HHuurrrriiccaannee  KKaattrriinnaa  ....…………..……………………pp..  1122  

••  SSttaattiioonn  GGoossssiipp……....…………………………....................pp..1144  

PPhhoottoo  bbyy  SShheerryyll  DDrroosstt  
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Truck Fire  Photos by Sheryl Drost 
 

 
 
Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters 
Ramona Baldoni and Lt. John 
Bergeron quickly put out a fire 
in a pickup.  It seems the 
owner was using an acetylene 
torch to remove a door and the 
seat started on fire. The fire got 

away from him before he could get any water down to it, so he 
called 9-1-1 for help. 

 

Illegal Burning 
Photos by Chief Presley 
 

August 12, Harlem-Roscoe Fire was called by the Roscoe Police 
Department to extinguish a large pile of debris illegally burning 
at 12542 Willowbrook Rd. 
 

 

Mike Sherbon is on the hose nozzle as Radi Huggard and Jon Pyzynski pull and 
drag the pile around to get to all the smoldering mulch. 
 

 

Radi Huggard is dwarfed against the large pile. It took a lot of manpower and 
water to put it out.  

 

Gas Leak Photos by Chief Presley 

 

 

August 22, Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters successfully clamp a 
broken gas line at 8804 Grandview. 
 

Dumpster Fire 

Photo by Sheryl Drost 
 

 
August 29, Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell looks on as Radi 
Huggard and Clint Evans extinguish a fire in a dumpster at 
Riverside Park. 

 

Highway Wash Down 

Photo by Sheryl Drost 
 

 
August 23, Andrew Willis and Chris Kaiser spray down Hwy 
251 just north of Bridge St. It seems a cement contractor spilled 
a line of concrete making for a dangerous road. 
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Accidents 

 
August 21, Paramedic Mike Powell goes to check a patient in an accident at 
Hwy 251 and Swanson Road. 
 

Motorcycle Accident 
Photos by Sheryl Drost  
 

August 25, Harlem-Roscoe and 
South Beloit Fire responded to 
a single motorcycle accident on 
Hwy 75 near Middle Road. The 
driver was transported to the 
hospital by ambulance. 
 
Left, the bike was moved to the side of 
the road.  
 

 
Harlem-Roscoe Fire and South Beloit Fire Paramedics work together to ready 
the patient for transport. 

 
Roscoe Road & Old River Road Accident 
Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

August 31, an early morning 
collision at Gleasman Road and 
Old River Road sent two to the 
hospital.  Rockton Fire and 
Harlem - Roscoe Firefighters 
extricate the driver of a Volvo 
S60 using the Hurst's "Jaws of 
Life" and Cutters.  The injured 
woman was then airlifted to the 

hospital by React Helicopter. Above left, Paramedic Bill 
Scheider readies the driver of the other vehicle, a GMC Jimmy, 
for transport to the hospital by Harlem-Roscoe Ambulance. 

 

 
L-r Captain Mike Drost and Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson hold hydraulic lines as 
Rockton Firefighters use the “Jaws of Life” and Hurst Cutters to extricate the 
driver. 
 

 
Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson takes a turn on the “Jaws of Life” as Captain Mike 
Drost and two Rockton Firefighters help extricate the patient. 
 

 
Rockton and Harlem-Roscoe Paramedics help the React Helicopter crew load 
the patient into the helicopter. 
 

 
The driver of this Jimmy was transported to the hospital by ambulance. 
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From the Chief’s Desk 
By Chief Oscar Presley 

 

     The busy time of the year has begun. 
Construction is starting on the addition to 
Station #3, school has resumed, road repairs 
are under way, many meetings are 
scheduled, the festival season is peaking, 
and soon holiday social events will start.  
We also are now thinking of the less 
fortunate and what we can do to help there. 

We’ve helped with Mud Volleyball and Fill the Boot among 
other things.  Now we have Fire Prevention Week, Thanksgiving 
Turkey Dinner for the seniors, and the Christmas Needy Family 
Drive just around the corner as well as many other civic 
demands.  Not much of this sounds like firefighting, but our job 
has taken on much more than just firefighting.  Our department 
is highly regarded for what we do and how we work within our 
community.  Also, for being a good citizen by helping where 
needed, when needed, and not waiting to be asked.  This takes 
all of us pulling together as a team to make it work, make it 
happen, and it makes us proud to be Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters. 
Thanks for your hard work and loyalty…Oscar 

 
With gas prices soaring, I asked the Chief some questions  

  

Q. How has the increase in gas prices affected H-R? 

A. “Its money that could be used elsewhere. We also have to 
keep in contact with the gas companies to make sure the fuel 
supply is ok. Recently there was a shortage of diesel fuel in some 
places.  So, they are going to make emergency units a priority 
and reserve for police, ambulance, and fire” 

 

Q. How much more is the department spending on fuel? 

A. “Costs have more than doubled.  We spend over $3,000 a 
month on fuel for all units.  1-1/2yrs ago we were spending 
$1100.” 

 

Q. What is the department doing to conserve fuel? 

A. We are not letting the trucks run when not in use. We use the 
smaller units to back up the ambulances on medical calls now.  
And, we are trying to cut down on the number of units 
responding to minor calls like dumpsters fires, CO calls, gas 
smells etc”  
 
 
 

 

Construction Updates 
 

• Hononegah Road is under 
construction and will become a three 
lane road from Hwy 251 to 
Checkerberry.  Another stop light is 
planned in that area also.   

• Willowbrook Road from Rockton Road north to the 
Stateline is under construction. This construction has made 
quick access to our Station #3 impossible.  Station Three 
trucks will be relocated to another building in the northern 
area of the district during the construction.   

• Hwy 251 is being resurfaced from Hwy 173 to 
Hwy 75 and will have lanes closed at different 
time.  

• The 251 bridge over Rockton Road is being 
resurfaced and down to one lane.   

 
 

Building & Fire Codes 
 

     September 7, Harlem-Roscoe 
Fire Chief Oscar Presley put 
together a luncheon at the 
Hawksview Restaurant in 
Machesney Park. He invited local 
Fire Chiefs as well as members of 
the Winnebago County Board and 
local Village Officials. The topic 

was Building and Fire Codes. The main theme was that everyone 
in the area adopts and works under the same codes and 
guidelines. The meeting was well attended and there was plenty 
of discussion.  
     Also speaking at this meeting was Beverly Letcher, Director 
of Special Services of the Regional Office of Education in 
Boone and Winnebago Counties. It is becoming mandatory that 
all schools be inspected and performs fire drills. She went over 
the regulations and that her department plans on joining each fire 
department as they do their district, so as not to put added work 
on the schools.   
 

 
Fire Chiefs, Inspectors and Trustees and Winnebago Co. Board members and 
Village Officials attended the meeting. 
 

******************************************** 
 

They may forget what you said,  
But they will never forget how you made them feel. 

Carl W. Buechner 

 
 

“I don’t care where the 

fire is, this road is under 

construction!” 
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Business Preplanning 
 

     Before a new business opens, 
H-R Fire Inspectors conduct fire 
and sprinkler system tests.  
August 12, Harlem-Roscoe Fire 
Prevention Team Inspectors and 
several firefighters went on a tour 
of the new Gordmans on West 
Lane while also conducting the 
tests.  
 
  

Left, Mike Sherbon and Mike Powell 
check out the sprinkler system 

 
 

 
Mike Sherbon, Jon Pyzynski, Radi Huggard, and Lt. John Bergeron check to see 
which alarm zone was activated during the alarm test. 

 

Goodbye to a Friend & Fellow Firefighter 
By Sheryl Drost 

H-R Fire’s Firefighter/EMT/CPR 
Instructor Mike Pierson has 
accepted a new job in Deming 
New Mexico and has already 
moved with his family.  We will 
all miss Mike.  Mike was only 
with the fire department for 3 
years but he is the type of guy 
that helped with everything and 
is liked by all. He was 
instrumental and did a lot of 
work with Lt. Bergeron in our 
EMS program especially 
anything to do with CPR.  Mike 
loves to teach CPR and he really 

worked hard with the AED Donations to the Schools that Chief 
Presley procured from a Fire Act Grant.  He was very driven to 
get AED’s in as many places as possible in the district and get 
people trained to use them. He really worked hard to get our 
community CPR classes off the ground. Thank you Mike for all 
your hard work and dedication! 

 

 
Mike, we wish you well and you will be missed! 

Photographers’ Visit 
     Each year during the weekend of Monroe Fire School in 
August, a group of photographers travel around Illinois 
photographing any new fire trucks at all the fire departments. 
They have been photographing Harlem-Roscoe's trucks for over 
30 years and have quite the collection of pictures. They are super 
nice guys and its fun to see them. Four of them are firefighters 
and the 5th is a Mayor, but they all love to photograph fire 
trucks. This year they took pictures of 741, 742, C-52, 702, and 
762. Bill told me he loves our website, so I'm putting some 
pictures up of them on the website too. 
 

 
Left to right, Mark Stamfl from N. Shore Fire, Downers Grove Battalion Chief 
Bill Friedrich, George Reichhardt from East Joliet Fire, Harlem-Roscoe Fire 
Photographer Sheryl Drost, City of Batavia Mayor Jeff Schielke, and Roger 
Bjorge from Deforest Fire. 
 
 

Station Tour 
Photo by Sheryl Drost 

 

 
Kids from Stepping Stones Day Care visited Station One on 
August 19.  Captain Mike Drost and Firefighter Radi Huggard 
pose with the kids before the tour. 
 

************************************************ 
 

Remember: "A good friend will not come bail you out of jail...  
But a true friend will be sitting next to you saying... 

Wow! That was awesome! 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

During Mikes last drill night 
with the department the Chief 
presented Mike with the above 
shirt. 
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Happy 70
th

 Birthday 
 

 
Richard ‘Ike’ Schoonover 

October 7, 2005 

 

             Chaplains Notes 
                    By Chaplain Jim Cole 
 

              This came by e-mail about three 
weeks ago. I liked it, and want to share it with 
you.  
     In Phoenix, Arizona, a 26-year-old mother 
stared down at her six year old son, who was 
dying of terminal leukemia.  Like any parent, 
she wanted her son to grow up and fulfill his 
dreams.  Now that was impossible.  The 
leukemia would see to that.  But she still 
wanted her son's dream to come true.  She took 
her son's hand and asked, "Billy, did you ever 
think about what you wanted to be when you 
grew up?"  "Mommy, I always wanted to be a 
fireman when I grew up. "Mom smiled back 
and said, "Let's see if we can make your wish 
come true."   
     Later that day she went to her local fire 
department in Phoenix, where she met fireman 
Bob, who had a heart as big as Phoenix.  She 
explained her son's final wish, and asked if it 
might be possible to give her six-year old son a 
ride around a block in a fire engine. Fireman 
Bob said, "Look, we can do better than that.  If 
you will have your son ready at seven o'clock 
Wednesday morning, we'll make him an 
honorary fireman for the whole day.  He can 
come down to the station and eat with us, go 
out on all fire calls, the whole nine yards!  And 
if you will give us his sizes, we will get a real 
fire uniform for him, with the emblem of the 
Phoenix Fire Department on it, a yellow slicker 
like we wear, and rubber boots. 
     Three days later, fireman Bob picked up 
Billy, dressed him in his fire uniform, and 
escorted him from his hospital bed to a waiting 
hook and ladder truck.  There were three calls 
that day, and Billy got to go out on all three 
calls.  He rode in different fire engines, the 
paramedic vans, and even the fire chief’s car.      
     Having his dream come true, with all of the 
love and attention that was lavished on him so 
deeply touched Billy that he lived three months 
longer than any doctor thought possible.  
     One night, all his vital signs began to drop 
dramatically, and the head nurse, who believed 
in the hospice concept that no one should die 
alone, began to call the family members to the 

hospital.  Then, she remembered the day that 
Billy had spent as a fireman, so she called the 
Fire Chief, and asked if it would be possible to 
send a fireman in uniform to be with Billy, as 
he made his transition. 
     The Chief replied, "We can do better than 
that.  We'll be there in five minutes.  Will you 
please do me a favor?  When you hear the 
sirens, and see the lights flashing, will you 
announce over the PA system that there is not 
a fire?  It's just the fire department coming to 
see one of its finest members one more time.  
And will you open the window to his room?"  
     About five minutes later a hook and ladder 
arrived at the hospital, and extended its ladder 
up to Billy's third floor open window.  16 
Firefighters climbed up the ladder to Billy's 
room.  With his mother's permission, they 
hugged him, and told him how much they 
loved him.  With his dying breath, Billy looked 
up at the chief and said, "Chief, am I really a 
fireman now?"  "Billy, you are, and the Head 
Chief, Jesus, is holding your hand," the chief 
said.  With these words, Billy smiled and said, 
"I know.  He's been holding my hand all day, 
and the angels have been singing."  He closed 
his eyes one last time.  
     I don't know if the story is true (16 
firefighters going up that ladder sounds 
suspicious), but as I read it, I thought, "That's 
firefighters." It is the kind of thing that fire 
fighters do - especially with children. It is 
important that we remember that the 
community looks up to us, and we must do 
everything to keep that respect. 

 

Fill the Boot  
By Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell 
     Thanks for all the help on August 26 & 27 
with the Fill the Boot drive for Muscular 
Dystrophy.  This year was a great success at all 
three stations.  The guys at Station Three went 
to Loves Truck Stop and said they had people 
from all over the United States donating 
money.  We raised a total of $6,061.99!  Mike 
Huffman presented the check at the Muscular 
Dystrophy Telethon at Cherry Vale Mall on 
Labor Day.  
 

Thanks to all that helped: Lt. Jay Alms, Ryan 
Alms, Ramona Baldoni, Lt. John Bergeron, Lt. 
Tim Bergeron, Dan Borchardt, Jim 
Daughenbaugh, Brad Delmore, John Donovan, 
Mike Huffman, Radi Huggard, Nick Jackson, 
Lt. Virgil Johnson, Ron Klaman, Brad Knipp, 
Assistant Chief Ken O’Dell, Deputy Chief 
John Presley, Chief Oscar Presley, Jeff Morris, 
Captain Bill Sabin, Lt. Vern Sarver, Chris 
Scott, Mike Sherbon, Bob Stark, Eric 
Wainright, and Andrew Willis.  
 

****************************** 
Too often we under estimate the power of a touch, a 

smile, a kind word, a listening ear, an honest 
compliment, or the smallest act of caring, all of 
which have the potential to turn a life around. 

Leo Buscaglia 
 
 

Birthdays 
 
 

 

 

September 

 

3rd            Ramona Baldoni 
12th           Trustee Bart Munger 
13th           Marty Green 
                 Mike Powell 
14th           Amber Drost 
21st           Lavern Sarver 
23rd           Deb Rykowski 
26th           Eric Wainright 
28th           Chaplain Jim Cole 
 

October 

 
 

7th             Richard Schoonover ‘70’ 

10th           Brad Delmore 
12th           April Cooper 
15th           Ryans Alms 
17th           Dave Doyle 
26th           Tom Aaker 
31st            Bob Stark 
 
 

 October Breakfast Crew 
 

Chris Kaiser, Bill Sabin, Ramona 
Baldoni, April Cooper, Troy Vail, Brad 

Delmore, & Kevin Keen. 
 
 

        Total Calls 

 

                             August  2005 
 

        Medicals -          87      818   

        Accidents -         18     141 

        Fires -                 20     107 

        Misc. -                25     179    

      Total  Calls       150   1245 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     The Firehouse Scene is a monthly 
newsletter produced by the Harlem-Roscoe 
Fire Protection District.   
 

Editor-in-Chief – Chief Oscar Presley 
Editor, Producer, Writer, & Photos by 
Photographer Sheryl Drost 
Special thanks to this month’s 
contributing writers: Assistant Chief 
Ken O’Dell, Deputy Chief John 
Presley,Lt. John Bergeron, Tracy 
Wilson, and Chaplain Jim Cole,   
Printer – Premier Printing 
The newsletter is available at Station One - 
10544 Main Street in Roscoe and on the 
depts.’ website www.harlemroscoefire.com 
after the second Sunday of each month. 
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Open Burning 
By Tracy Wilson – Public Awareness Division 
 

     Due to the continued lack of 
moisture throughout the area, the 
next few weeksl are shaping up to 
have conditions favorable for a 
high risk of open burning 
becoming uncontrolled.  Fall 
will soon be in the air and we 
will all be thinking of 
tidying up our lawn 
and gardens 
again.   
     Open 
burning releases large 
amounts of carbon dioxide, other 
gases, and solid substances directly into the 
air, which can contribute to respiratory 
problems.  Burning of natural materials is 
never as good for the environment as using 
them again in a different form.  Chipping, 
shredding, and composting are some 
alternatives people can consider when 
cleaning up their yards.  Neighbors can even 
get together and rent a chipper or shredder.  
The resulting chips are good for spreading 
as mulch around garden plants.  Information 
on composting is available from the county 
“Master Gardener” program @ 986-4357.  If 
you must burn, here are some safety tips. 

• All burning must be constantly 
attended, preferably by two adults (one 
to attend and the other to call for help if 
needed). 

• Children and pets should be kept a safe 
distance away. 

• Have fire extinguishment materials on 
hand including a water supply, shovels 
and metal rakes.  Be sure to test out 
your water supply before igniting the 
fire.  You don’t want to find out that the 
water is shut-off at the house or the 
hose is kinked when you need it most. 

• Never use gasoline, kerosene, or any 
other flammable liquid to start a fire.  
Use paper and small kindling to start 
the fire and progressively add to it. 

• Any burning must not create a visibility 
hazard on roadways, railroad tracts or 
airfields. 

• Keep all burning at least 25 feet from 
any building and don’t burn on any 
paved surfaces. 

• Burn a small, hot fire and continuously 
add to it.  This will help keep the fire 
from getting out of control and avoid 
smoldering. 

• Burn only dry, loosely stacked debris, 
free of dirt, rocks and other non-
combustible material. 

• Winds should be below 10 mph.  Be 
prepared to extinguish you fire if the 

winds pick up or weather changes.  
Sudden wind change is how most open 
burning gets out of control.  Small, 
short, frequent burns will help ensure 
that weather doesn’t become a 
problem. 

• Please use the utmost caution to 
prevent injury to yourself or family 
members or any damage to your 
home.  

• Please be considerate to your 
neighbors when you burn. 

• If for some reason, the fire 

should get out of control, 

call 911 immediately. 

 

Burning Ordinances 
 

 Please Note! – The police have all the 
power to enforce burning ordinances.  The 
police must be contacted first and will be 
enforcing the ordinance unless where the 
fire is out of control then 9-1-1 should be 
called first. The police will be contacting 
the fire departments to put out any illegal 
burning and the police will be issuing 
tickets. Please refer any questions on 
burning ordinances to the appropriate 
agency listed below. 
 

Winnebago County – 987-5940 

Saturdays and Sundays only 
October 15 – November 15 
April 15 – May 15 
10am – 7pm 
Residents may burn grass clippings, 
shrubbery cuttings, leaves, flowers, or 
weeds that were grown on their property. 
No tree trunks, limbs or branches.  
 

Village of Machesney Park  

 877-5432 

November 1 – November 30 
April 1 – April 30 
Sun up – 9pm 
Residents may burn any materials grown 
on their property such as leaves, tree 
limbs, branches, and brush. 
 

Village of Roscoe – 623-2829 
No ordinance restricting burning 
Please burn responsibly 
 

Village of Rockton – 624-7600 

Any day during the months of April, 
October, and November. 
8am – 8pm. 
Resident may burn yard waste produced 
on the property such as grass, leaves, 
shrubbery, and tree limbs. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Vehicle Recalls 
 

 
 

Ford Motor Co.,  
September 7, 2005, the company 
recalled 3.8 million pickup trucks and 
sport utility vehicles for a cruise control 
switch suspected of causing engine 
fires.  Ford said the recall of 1994-2002 
model-year vehicles includes the 
company's hot-selling F-150 pickup 
truck, Ford Expedition, Lincoln 
Navigator and Ford Bronco. The 
company said it would start sending out 
recall notices to U.S. vehicle owners 
immediately. The concerns over the 
engine fires led to a recall in January of 
nearly 800,000 vehicles from the 2000 
model year. 
 

The affected vehicles include: 1994-

2002 model F-150s, 1997-2002 

Expeditions, 1998-2002 Navigators 

and 1994-1996 Broncos equipped 

with factory-installed speed control. 
 

     NHTSA has received more than 550 
complaints of engine fires from the 
cruise control switch. There have been 
allegations of three deaths in cases cited 
in news reports or lawsuits in Iowa, 
Georgia and Arkansas. Ford said its 
inquiry found that brake fluid could 
leak through the cruise control's 
deactivation switch into the system's 
electrical components, leading to 
potential corrosion. The corrosion could 
lead to a buildup of electrical current 
which could cause overheating and a 
fire. 
     Dealers will install a fused wiring 
harness to act as a circuit breaker in the 
system. The company said the harness 
would cut off electrical current to the 
switch if the current increases. 
 

Toyota Motor Co. is recalling 

978,000 sport utility vehicles and 
pickup trucks amid concerns over the 
power steering system. The affected 

vehicles include the 1990-1995 

4Runner SUV, 1989-1995 truck 4WD 

and 1993-1998 T-100 pickups. 
Toyota said a rod linking the steering 
wheel and the wheels may fracture 
under conditions where the steering 
wheel is turned while the vehicle is 
stopped. Owners will be notified 
beginning in mid-September, the 
company said. 
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              EMS Report 
                  By Lt. John Bergeron 
  
   

Hepatitis B shots start September 19.  If you haven’t had yours, 
you need to get signed up. See me or Colleen in the front office. 
If you don’t want to take them, you must sign a release waiver. 
  

 PHTLS Class is November 19-20, 0800 – 1700 Station One. 
CPR Instructors are needed for a CPR Class on September 28.  
  

EMS of the Month   
By Sheryl Drost 

 

Robert (Jerry) McCormick joined the 
department 1994. He became an EMT-B in 
1995 and a Paramedic in 1999. “Jerry is a 
take charge, getter done type of Paramedic” 
commented fellow Paramedic Mike Powell. 
Paramedic Lt. John Bergeron says that “Jerry 
is aggressive and does good patient care.” 

Paramedic Deputy Chief Kirk Wilson adds, “Jerry is a good egg. 
He has a heart of gold and shows a lot of empathy.  He is very 
eager to learn and see that the job is done right.” Jerry currently 
works as Paramedic for Lifeline Ambulance.  Jerry has been 
married a year to wife Amy.   

 

Q.  What made you decide to be a Paramedic?   

A. “It was frustrating not being able to do more to help people.  
Being a Paramedic enables me to do the most for people that I 
possibly can”.   
 

Q. Who have been your mentors in EMS? 

A.” Former H-R Paramedic Bob Ramsey and Deputy Chief Kirk 
Wilson.  I always admired Bob’s love for the job.  He was very 
driven to be as compassionate as possible for his patients. Kirk 
has always been very calm, cool, and collected.  I have been 
very fortunate to learn this and it has helped me immensely 
while being in the middle of a critical call.”   
 

Q. What changes have you noticed over the years?   
A. “The rigs are getting bigger with more equipment for us to do 
our jobs.  Also in the past, you were only called for true 
emergencies.  Now people call for everything. More often they 
want our opinion of what we think before they decide to go to the 
hospital”. 
 

Q.  What is your most memorable best and worst call?   

A. “My most memorable call was out in Boone County.  I had a 
patient that waited to long to call for help.  This patient ha a 
tension-pneumothorax and needed to be decompressed.  This 
was my first time doing this procedure and I was nervous.  It 
worked perfectly and the trauma surgeon at St. Anthony’s told 
me that I saved the patients life. My worst call was a 10-year-old 
boy I had as a provisional. He was playing soccer in the yard 
with his dad when he started seizing.  He headed the ball and 
broke a blood vessel in his brain.  He died from his injuries.  It 
hit me hard because I played soccer for 18 years”  
 

Q.  What do you think of the EMS program at H-R?   
A. “HRFD has a top notch program. They have always been 
highly regarded throughout the area.  I feel very privileged to be 
a part of this program.  Who else in the area can talk about the 
people and equipment that we have?” 
 

              Times Rekindled    
 

 Bob Schoonover joined HR in 1955, moved 
away in 1959, and back in 1977.  Bob has 
served the department approx. 30 years on and 
off for over 50 years.  He has served 4 Chiefs - 
Cobby Rogers, Ben Alexander, Jack Brown, 
and Oscar Presley.  He also joined Prescott 
Fire in WI in 1966, serving 10 years, and was 
one of their first EMTs. Currently he serves 

Harlem-Roscoe in the Fire Prevention Division with his wife 
Shirley. His brother is Deputy Chief Richard Schoonover and his 
father was on the department in the 40’s. 
     His first fire was at the Royal Blue Grocery Store on Main 
Street. Bob recalls, “Cobby Rogers was the Chief back then and 
he never yelled at us and would he would fight fire right 
alongside us. He would have us train by stringing a line with a 
barrel on it across the parking lot of the station. We then had two 
teams with hose lines and would try to get the barrel to the other 
side. Cobby was a character though!”  
     Bob’s most memorable call was at the Rockton Paper Mill in 
1959.  The fire was burning hundreds of bales of paper inside the 
building and it was hot!  Bob says, “Back then we didn’t have 
SCBAs.  We would go in and fight the fire for about 10 minutes. 
We would then come out and they would give us oxygen. Then 
it was back into the building for another 10 and back out for 
more oxygen.  We didn’t have Paramedics back then, so I think 
the medical personnel were from Rockford.  There was a rig 
from every department in the County fighting that fire”   
     One of the funny calls Bob remembers was a fire in a small 
house that used to be where the gas station is on Hwy 173 and 
Hwy 251. Bob remembers, “We got there right away and 
couldn’t understand why the house had already almost burned to 
the ground.  Come to find out the guy that lived there found the 
fire and went to the Prairie Moon Bar to call the fire department.  
Well, he had a couple beers first and then remembered his house 
was on fire and finally made the phone call!”  Bob also says that 
while they were putting the fire out, a fuel tank in the garage 
released, sending a stream of fire out about 15 feet. 
     Bob also remembers the time Harold Jones went running up 
with a hose line and climbed up the ladder to get to the second 
floor at a fire on Belvidere Road.  Well I guess they had too 
much pressure on the hose line, because as soon as he opened 
the nozzle it blew him back to the ground ladder and all.   It’s 
only funny now because some how Harold wasn’t hurt!   
     Bob says a lot has changed in the last 50 years but most of all 
the technology.  “We didn’t have air packs or SCBAs to help us 
breathe when we went into a fire.” Bob remembered.  “We 
would go in with the nozzle on a fog spray and you could get 
some oxygen right behind the spray that you can breathe. We 
also had no hydrants back then either.  We had to draft from a 
nearby water source or bring the water with us. We had a 750 
gallon tanker and a grass rig that had a 500 gallon tank.”  Now 
the department has two Supertankers that carry 3000 gallons 
each and there are a lot more hydrants.     
     When asked what he thinks of Harlem-Roscoe Fire Bob 
responded, “I think it is the best fire department in the county, 
no in the state, no in the country!  I feel we do things even paid 
fire department don’t do.” 
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By Captain Don Shoevlin 

 
The new recruit class has begun and is going well.  Some are 
even are showing up to weekly Tuesday night drill. 
 

The Firefighter III class will be September 16-18 and 23– 25.  
 

IFSI Roadway Transition Class October 22-23.  You must 
already have Roadway Certification. There is also a RIT Class 
coming up in Loves Park. 
 

It has been decided to move the yearly recruit class from fall to 
spring starting with the 2006 class. 
 
 

  
Left, Ron Swain receives his FFII, Hazmat Awareness, and Roadway 
Certification from Captain Don Shoevlin. Right Captain Shoevlin presented Tom 
Aaker and Ramona Baldoni with their Instructor I Certification. 

 

Obstacle Course Training 
Photos by Sheryl Drost 

 

 
August 16 drill night training, 
firefighters competed for the 
best time through an obstacle 
course training officers had 
set up at Station One. 
 
 
 
Left, Firefighter Amber Drost climbs 
the ladder to the bucket on the aerial 
as part of the obstacle course.   
 
 
 
Below, Lt. Chad Radke pulls hose to 
make a connection on the other end.  

 
   

 
 

Three Simple Questions 
By Deputy Chief John Presley 
 

1. Do you know where you are going? 
2. Can you get there more than one way?  
3. Can you find it in the dark? 
 

     So now you are thinking, what is he talking about? Well our 
district changes every day.  There are new streets, homes, 
businesses, or may be just the opposite, the elimination of streets 
or even structures. Progress is what we call it. There are 
contractors creating subdivisions for new residents to live and 
new businesses for the residents to work and buy their 
commodities in. That is exactly what I am talking about. If we 
do not stay abreast of the ever-changing map that is our district, 
we will be consumed by it.  Just think in one subdivision - 100 
new homes, 10 new commercial structures, and two industrial 
structures will mean several hundred more occupants that are 
expecting us to be there immediately when a call for help arises. 
   Now to answer the questions, do you know where YOU are 
going and can YOU get there more than one way.  A good driver 
will know the safest and quickest route to an address and be 
aware of any potential hazards or delays that may be present. 
How do you find this information out? First, read and study the 
map.  Use the computerized map and become familiar with our 
district. Check the board at your stations for road closings or 
repair notices. Be aware of weather related possibilities (downed 
trees, flooding of roadways, block parties etc). Look for their 
locations in relation to where the station is located and think 
what your alternate route may have to be. 
     The changes from day to dark can pose special hazards for 
drivers also. Darkness changes the view of the landscape.  Items 
seen readily during the daylight are difficult to see such as 
addresses on mail boxes and homes, and street signs (especially 
those wooden decorative ones). Objects such as vehicles, 
structures, or pedestrians trying to flag you down along the 
roadway are not easily seen.   
     To help combat these problems, I suggest that first or 
foremost we must slow down - it does no one any good if we 
can’t find the call because we sped past and could not read the 
street signs or addresses. Study the map by driving the area, both 
day and night, or try to associate the street names in the 
subdivisions to something.  This may assist in jogging your 
memory as to the streets’ location. Look for land marks that can 
help you locate you target address.  Knowledge of your response 
areas will decrease our over all response times considerably.  
     New driving guidelines are being developed by the driving 
division, but until these are presented just a reminder to all 
personnel:  

 
 

TO DRIVE ANY FIRE VEHICLE YOU MUST: 

• Be 21 years or older. 

• Have a valid IL class B license to drive the ambulances, the 
pickup, minipumpers, or suburbans. 

• Have a valid IL Class B w/ air brake endorsement to drive 
all engines, the aerial, and the squad. 

• Have taken and passed our Defensive Driving Class (no 
exceptions) 

 
The chief has also asked that all personnel get their Class B License 
as soon as possible especially if you are an EMT!  
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Hybrids Raise Victim Extrication Questions 
HEATHER CASPI  
Firehouse.Com News 
 
Editor’s note: The following article is taken from Firehouse.com and we thought 
it was pretty interesting article. So here it is: 
 

    “A prominent publication has stirred up concern within the fire 
service and the general public by alleging a lack of willingness in the 
fire/rescue community to respond to victims of hybrid vehicle crashes. 
The September issue of Car and Driver Magazine features a column by 
automotive writer Brock Yates, which states that "...a number of fire 
and EMS crews have announced that they will refuse to rescue victims 
trapped in such vehicles, openly fearing electrocution or fatal acid 
burns."  
     Neither Car and Driver Magazine nor Brock Yates responded to 
Firehouse.com's request to identify which fire departments made these 
alleged announcements, and fire service leaders questioned the veracity 
of the statement. "I don't know why anyone would question the 
willingness of the fire service to handle any sort of emergency, and I 
don't believe, unless you can prove otherwise, there is any credible 
evidence to suggest that is actually happening," said International 
Association of Fire Fighters spokesman Jeff Zack. "How is this 
different than responding to downed power lines or a chemical fire of 
some sort? This just doesn't appear credible on its face or in its 
substance," he said. "Firefighters have never shrunk in the face of 
adversity and I don't think they're doing it in this case." The National 
Volunteer Fire Council agreed. "We're quite aware of the concern 
regarding hybrid vehicles, but I have not heard of any department 
saying, 'We're going to stop rescuing people in these vehicles,'" said 
spokesman Craig Sharman.  
     However, when asked about the fire/rescue service's current state of 
preparedness to respond to hybrid vehicles, no one can give a definitive 
answer because there is no formal distribution of hybrid vehicle 
response information. The burden is on individual agencies to seek out 
the information, but experts say it is common knowledge in the 
fire/rescue community that hybrid vehicle manufacturers provide 
emergency response guide books for free online and through local 
dealerships. Although there are still relatively few hybrid vehicles on 
the road, they do get into accidents and rescue workers do need to be 
prepared.  
     An Internet search revealed at least three newsworthy crashes of 
hybrid cars during the month of August in Maryland, California and 
Florida. So far these accidents have not caused notable problems for 
rescue workers. According to the National Highway Traffic Safety 
Administration, "To date, the NHTSA has not had any reports of 
difficulties involving extrication or emergency techniques with these 
vehicles," said spokeswoman Elly Martin.  
     Ron Moore, author of the University of Extrication series featured in 
Firehouse magazine and moderator of the University of Extrication 
interactive web site on Firehouse.com, says that with training, no fire 
department would make the statement alleged in Car and Driver. To 
refuse to respond to hybrid vehicle crashes would be unnecessary, as 
well as an issue of liability and discrimination, he said. "I have never 
heard of a department that would be so foolish as to make that 
statement," Moore said. When hybrids initially came out, there was a lot 
of hype among rescuers about the possibility of electrocution if the car 
went into a ditch of water, or of electrocution caused by cutting the 
wrong wire, he said. "All of those have turned out to be essentially 
urban legends because of the engineering of the vehicles," Moore said. 
"That isn't going to happen." The reality, he said, is that hybrid vehicles 
pose manageable challenges, and educated rescue workers can manage 
a hybrid vehicle crash as safely as any other crash.   
     The first challenge, he said, is to even recognize that a vehicle is a 
hybrid because they have minimal exterior markings. A Honda Accord 
and a Honda Accord Hybrid look the same, Moore said, except that, 
"On the back of the Accord Hybrid -- on the trunk -- is a little extra 
word that says 'Hybrid.'" Next, Moore said, rescue workers need to 

disable the vehicle's 12-volt battery, similar to those found in a 
conventional vehicle. "At a normal crash we would raise the hood and 
cut or disconnect the 12-volt battery cables. It's a little bit more 
challenging on a hybrid."  
     One of the problems is that a hybrid can turn off its gasoline engine 
and "go to sleep," to save fuel when the car stops. "Now, if you are 
sitting at an intersection and are crashed into, when a firefighter or 
paramedic or police officer gets to your car, it will be totally silent," 
Moore said. "They could go around to the front to raise the hood, but it 
could be in sleep mode and drive forward on electricity, not using gas at 
all."  The hybrid Ford Escape can go 25 mph on electricity alone, 
Moore noted, and could run over rescuers while they're standing in front 
of it. "It would be like being run over by a big electric golf cart," he 
said.  
     To prevent this, rescue workers need to block the wheels, get inside 
the vehicle, put it in "park" or set the emergency brake, and turn the 
ignition off. Then the vehicle is truly shut down, Moore said, and 
rescuers can work to shut down the 12-volt electrical system. The 12-
volt battery may be located under the hood or in the trunk, but rescuers 
need to find it and cut the power to insure that the high voltage power is 
isolated to the high voltage battery. Once this is done, "Really at that 
point you're dealing with a conventional vehicle except that there is a 
high voltage battery on the vehicle," Moore said.  
     Emergency scene operations will not require working directly on the 
high-voltage battery pack, and it should not pose any further threat. 
"You could be electrocuted at an accident if for some reason you 
decided to physically tear into the high voltage battery itself, which is 
inconceivable," he said. Moore also noted the safety precautions 
engineered into the vehicles. For example, if the air bags deploy, or if 
water reaches the level of the high voltage battery, the high voltage 
power shuts down. In addition, all manufacturers make the high voltage 
wiring and connections orange. Also, if the battery is in the trunk, the 
wiring runs underneath the car, not through it. "What they've done on 
purpose, is they've avoided putting wiring in any of the areas that we 
typically cut during extrication," Moore said.  
     "Hybrid vehicles are hazardous and they can kill us, but with a 
couple of simple steps, we can quickly take this new technology and 
manage it and make the crash scene into a routine scenario," he said. 
Moore stressed that all manufacturers of hybrid vehicles sold in the U.S. 
offer emergency response guide books at their web sites. "They are 
totally free, downloadable, and they are a great training document that 
would allow any responder group - ambulance, police or fire 
department - to begin to become aware of how to deal with hybrid 
vehicles." 
 

Hybrid Vehicles 

     Most hybrids are made from existing car models. For 
example, the Honda Civic pictured above is available as a 
hybrid, as is the Ford Escape. The Toyota Prius and the Honda 
Insight are both available as hybrids. GMC and Chevy currently 
make two hybrid models, both pickup trucks, the C15 Silverado 
and the C15 Sierra. Both the Honda Accord and the Toyota 
Camry should also be available with a hybrid engine soon. 
Lexus, Saturn, Honda and Chevrolet are planning Sports Utility 
Vehicles (SUVs) with hybrid engines in the next two years. And, 
the Chevy Malibu will go hybrid in 2007. 
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Extrication Team Competes Internationally 
By Mike Huffman 

 

   
L-r Lt. Aaron Miller, Ramona Baldoni, Mike Huffman, Lt. Chad Radke, Tom 
Lake, & Jeff Morris. 
 

   Harlem-Roscoe Fire’s Extrication Team traveled to Fort 
Lauderdale Florida for the 21st International Extrication 
Challenge August 30 – September 4.   
     Tuesday night was the opening ceremonies.  It was great and 
very moving - they had approx. 16 bag pipers playing and they 
introduced all the teams.  
     Wednesday we competed @ 12:30 pm in the Unlimited Pit.  
We had a 2-car accident with one of the cars on top of the other - 
it was a tough scenario.   
     Thursday was the Limited Pit and we did a little bit better.  
First of all we had a live victim in a 1-vehicle accident with a 
pipe thrown through the windshield into the victim.   
Stabilization was great and the medical was good.  We ended up 
stabilizing the pipe to the steering wheel and then took the roof 
off.  We then had problems with the patient and the pipe and we 
ran out of time.    
     On Friday the team went deep sea fishing and we were 
successful at catching a lot of fish.  Everybody caught 2 and 
Tom caught 4 or 5.  He even caught a 42 inch barracuda.  All in 
all it was a great trip seeing and competing w/ teams from 
Canada, Sweden, Germany, and South Africa.   Up next for us 
are the Nationals Nov. 9 -13th in Las Vegas, Nevada.   

 

 
The competition was held indoors, which made it difficult to get good pictures, 
but here is one from the Unlimited Pit. 

 

 
Quite the row of fish the team caught on their fishing trip. And that’s Tom on the 
right with his Barracuda! 

 

 
Aaron shows off his fish 

 

 
And here is one of Ramona’s fish she caught. 
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                HURRICANE KATRINA 
                Harlem-Roscoe Firefighters sound off. . . 

 

Firefighter John Donovan  
     Harlem-Roscoe Firefighter John Donovan is an executive 
Chef for Motorola. He is currently in Baton Rouge, Louisiana at 
Motorola’s secured motor compound daily feeding 50 – 100 of 
their repair personnel.  I beeped John on his Nextel and he gave 
me an update.   
     He says they get up around 5am and feed the crews a hot 
breakfast. The crews then head out to all over, including New 
Orleans, with a police escort to repair Motorola’s cell towers.  
They send a box lunch with the crews and then feed them a hot 
supper whenever they roll back into the compound. He said that 
could be anywhere from 7pm to 1am. So they aren’t getting too 
much sleep.   
     John and another Motorola Chef drove down in a motor home 
they rented from Finnegan’s RV so they have nice sleeping 
quarters. The company has some mobile trailers on sight for 
their employees, but that would mean sleeping on the floor. He 
said a lot of the repair guys will drive down in their own RVs.   
     John says he should be back in a week and then may have to 
go back down for another 2-week stay at a later date.  On the 
way down gas was hard to come by.  They were only selling it to 
emergency vehicles and they had to convince the station 
manager they needed to get down there to feed the repair crews.  
He said it was a little scary when they first got down there, but 
things have calmed down now although traffic is a nightmare. 

 

   
John says they feed the crews well. Above they are grilling steaks. 

 
 

Firefighter/Paramedic Don Fish 
     Harlem-Roscoe Firefighter Don Fish is a Paramedic for 
Superior Ambulance. He is part of an ambulance contingency 
Superior Ambulance sent down to New Orleans.  He is believed 
to be transporting refugees out of New Orleans.  We will have 
more from Don next month.   

Paramedic Bill Scheider’s Daughter is Safe 
Harlem-Roscoe Fire’s 
Lifeline Paramedic Bill 
Scheider and his wife 
Gerri, who also is a 
Lifeline Paramedic, are 
very happy to have 
their daughter and 
granddaughter safe and 
staying with them in 
their Cedarville, IL 
home.  Their daughter 
Coalean Oracki’s 
husband Ken, a former 
Paramedic for Lifeline 

Ambulance, is now a Medic for the Navy and was stationed at 
Pascagoula, Mississippi.  Ken and Coalean and their 19-mth-old 
daughter Alexia evacuated from their Ocean Springs, Mississippi 
home just before Hurricane Katrina ravaged their state. 
     After they were told to evacuate, Ken and Coalean threw a 
couple days worth of clothes and diapers into their cars and took off.  
Coalean said, “Ken wanted to get far enough away to be safe, so we 
drove to Tallahassee, Florida. We watched the news and could 
recognize buildings near our home that were destroyed, so we could 
only assume our apartment was gone.  And then we were not 
allowed back in to Mississippi to find out.”   
     Bill and Gerri were in constant contact with the kids and it was 
decided Coalean and the baby would drive to Illinois.  Ken was told 
to report to the Navy base at Pensacola, Florida.  Gerri said, “I was a 
wreck the whole 17 hours it took my daughter and granddaughter to 
drive up here.  My parents were also watching Katrina’s path on 
radar and giving Coalean directions to avoid the storm as it headed 
north!” 
     The refugees arrived Tuesday in Cedarville with just an 
overnight suitcase of clothes and diapers, not knowing if everything 
they owned was destroyed.  Word spread quickly in the close-nit 
community of Cedarville and at Bill and Gerri’s places of work in 
Roscoe and Rockford.   
     Help came quickly for the family’s immediate needs like diapers 
and clothes. “I am overwhelmed with the help we received from 
everyone!” responded Bill. “Every time I turn around, another 
Paramedic is pulling in the driveway with a car load of diapers, 
clothes, toys, and baby furniture!”   Coalean adds, “I am very 
grateful for the help my daughter and I have received from our 
family and friends, the Paramedics at Lifeline Ambulance, and the 
Paramedics and Firefighters at Harlem-Roscoe Fire and McConnell 
Fire. I have also checked in with the American Red Cross and the 
Salvation Army and they have been so helpful.”   
     While talking with Coalean on Saturday, September 3

rd
, 5 days 

after the Category 4 Hurricane ravaged their state, Ken called from 
Mississippi with amazing news.  He was finally able to return to 
their home and check on their apartment.  He reported that the roof 
and some siding were damaged, but that their belongings were safe 
and secure!  Luckily, it seems their landlord had built this new 
apartment building to Hurricane Codes.  Ken added that nearby 
buildings were not as lucky.  He said there still was no time frame 
on when water and electricity would be restored so they would have 
to continue to wait.  Coalean took a deep breath and with a sigh of 
relief said, “Thank God we still have our stuff.  We are so lucky. 
You take so much for granted until you think it’s gone. Not 
knowing has been so hard, maybe now I can sleep.  I haven’t been 
able to sleep for 5 days!”  Let’s hope that maybe soon all the 
victims of this horrible disaster can get a good night sleep! 
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Former H-R Firefighter Chuck Poveromo 
By Sheryl Drost 

     I received the following email from Chuck: “Hi All, Just a 
few lines to let you all know what is going on. After traveling 
for 4 days because FEMA did not know where we would be 
needed most, we arrived at Kelly AFB in San Antonio Texas. 
We have about 4,500 hundred patients from New Orleans. We 
are in an old warehouse which has been deactivated many years 
ago, but it is big enough. We now have plenty of food and water 
for them. They came by bus and aircraft.   
     They arrived here like zombies with a terrified look in their 
eyes. After a few days they began to talk and tell their individual 
stories. I will not go into much detail but it brought tears to my 
eyes and that from a person who has been through hurricane 
Andrew.  One guy I spoke with was trapped on a bridge for 5 
days with three bodies before he was rescued by a FD rescue 
boat.  Another fellow and his family were rescued by an Air 
Force Flight Medic who cut a hole through his roof to get them 
out, and then a helicopter removed them. It was on TV.  A few 
minutes ago a survivor was notified that they found the body of 
his 3-year-old daughter.  I hear good and bad stories here all day.  
We probably will be here for about a month.  We are treating 
most people for everything from AID'S to cancer, very little 
triage. We have several doctors on our team and a pharmacist 
and a full drug cache.  We have plenty of food and water and 
electricity, but no air conditioning.  I'm working 12 hour night 
shifts 7PM-7AM, no days off. Take care and give my regards to 
all. . .Chuck” 
 

MABAS Division 8 Firefighters in New Orleans 
By Sheryl Drost 
 

     Monday, September 5, the local MABAS Division 8 sent a team 
of fire personnel and trucks to Hurricane ravaged Louisiana.   
     The MABAS Division 8 team will be a part of a large Illinois 
deployment including 38 engines, 12 ladder trucks, 300 firefighters, 
24 command officers, 5 fire chiefs, 28 staging companies, and 50 
company officers. Responding with the MABAS Division 8 team 
for this deployment will be Firefighters and equipment from several 
different departments so not to strip any one department.  This trip 
includes: 

• Cherry Valley Fire with an Engine, Fire Command Vehicle 
with Fire Chief Craig Wilt, and 2 Firefighters 

• North Park Fire with a Rescue Squad, Fire Chief Steve 
Ferdinand, and two Firefighters. 

• Rockton Fire with a Suburban, an Officer and Firefighter 

• Rockford Fire with an Officer and 3 Firefighters. 

• New Milford Fire with two Firefighters. 

• Blackhawk Fire with a Firefighter. 

• Belvidere Fire with a Firefighter. 
      MABAS Division 8 Officer, Blackhawk Fire Chief Harry 
Tallacksen reports, “MDiv8 got the official call from R.E.D. Center 
Sunday telling us our team was to be in Effingham, IL by noon 
Monday and then would be heading on to Louisiana. Our team 
would be expected to be self-sustaining (food, clothing, water, 
shelter, etc.) for a 14-day assignment. The scramble began. All 
involved departments were immediately phoned and told to get 
ready.”   
     Chief Tallacksen has been in contact since they left and here are 
some of the updates: 
 

08/06/05 “Some of our "guys" are now getting out.  The CHVY 
engine and the NRPK squad and the CHVY command Suburban are 

located somewhere in the city and are on-duty full-time.  The 
MDiv8 team has been broken up with personnel scattered 
somewhat.  The convoys that arrived in New Orleans have been 
completely restructured.  At about 12:05 or so this afternoon Steve 
was sought out and was requested to report to the Command Post 
where new teams were being put together.  Steve and Craig have 
both been given leadership assignments, and I understood they are 
each doing opposite 12-hour shifts commanding a team of some 31 
people.  They are working off a New Orleans portable radio to 
"know" when they have a run to make, but thus far it's been working 
okay.  90% of their firefighting is defensive -- surround and drown -
- using water from the now operational hydrants.  However, some 
help comes from helicopters, but Steve said when you hear an 
incoming chopper you'd better run away from the burning structure 
because the 'copter water dumps aren't always all that accurate.  
They learned you can get pretty wet if you're too close.  Some 
MREs have been made available for nourishment, and they haven't 
been all that bad, but the promised hot meals have yet to happen.  
Our "guys" have been chowing down on all the good food in the 
trailers we packed, but Steve's beginning to wonder just how long 
the bread and some other foods will last in the high heat.  Time will 
tell. There are one million gallons of fuel already onsite for 
emergency services use.  Steve's spirits always seem pretty "up" 
when we speak, though he reports that that Craig guy is pretty 
cranky most of the time.  Steve said the guys are going to be happier 
now that they are getting in on some action vs. just sitting around 
waiting.” 
 

08/08/05 All personnel of the MDiv8 team are still managing to stay 
healthy and well in spite of the potential for disease in New 
Orleans.  Today, all of the MDiv8 people have work assignments, 
some dealing with fire suppression, some with decontamination and 
other various duties as they are assigned to Task Forces one or two 
at a time.  Not all are fighting fires, and they are not all remaining 
together, but Steve said they all have something to do other than just 
sitting around.  Steve said tasks are assigned to certain MDiv8 
people, they are checked out of the area, they go do their 
assignment, and then they are checked back in when they return.  
Chief Wilt is still assigned to a Task Force composed of some 5 - 6 
Divisions and is doing decontamination operations today.  Steve has 
been assigned to the Command Post today to work on 
resources. With that assignment, he only has contact with the rest of 
the MDiv8 team when he returns to the tent for sleeping after duty.   
      Steve said the New Orleans firefighters are still trying to take 
first-line calls to fight the fires, though as we've seen on the TV the 
Chicago and New York firefighters are managing to get out there 
and participate.  In other words, outside firefighters help when 
allowed.  Steve said he understands that by this weekend all New 
Orleans firefighters are to be removed from the city to get very 
much needed R&R and to take care of their own household 
problems, and leaving the firefighting to incoming units.   
     The MDiv8 "guys" are camping together in a tent, but are broken 
apart to be sent out on work assignments with other teams.  Their 
tent is right next door to a real building that is the Command Post 
and which has 16 bathrooms plus showers, so meeting personal 
needs is now not all that bad.  They've begun to be served hot 
meals.  Attitudes are improving.  Steve said that inactivity was 
really getting the guys down, so much that when bathrooms were 
needed to be cleaned, they had no problem whatsoever getting 
volunteers to do the job.   
     There are still lots of confusion and a fair amount of lack of 
organization, but things are slowly improving.  The guys are very 
much feeling a strong sense of support from families back home, 
and that helps keep them going.” 
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Station Gossip 
 

• !!!Fire Prevention Week is printed wrong in our Harlem-
Roscoe Calendar!!!!  The correct week is October 9-15 with 
Open House being the 16th.  It will be held at Station One 
this year due to the construction at Station Three.  

• Congratulations to Tom Lake and Ramona Baldoni on their 
marriage this month.  I am still waiting for a picture! 

• The addition at Station three has started as well as 
construction on Willowbrook.  Station Three trucks have 
been moved to another temporary location. 

• Anyone and everybody available in October will be needed 
to help with tours of the Station and Fire Safety checks and 
drills to all the schools in the district!  Please let Assistant 
Chief Ken O’Dell know if and when you can help. 

• A recent frantic call to dispatch – “I am down at Station 2, 
the doors are open, and a 702 is missing!”  Dispatcher, “It’s 
Ok Chris, they have the truck out for Fill the Boot.”   

• Ask Kirk about his cool birthday present.  He got to drive a 
train.  Tracy says his infatuation with trains go way way 
back to when he was very little.  It seems there was even 
one time where he got away from his mom and they found 
him a few blocks away walking down the railroad tracks 
looking for a train.   

• Troy Vail is out of the hospital after having surgery to 
remove kidney stones. Glad you are back on your feet Troy. 

• Now when Oscar, Ken, Bill, and 
Virgil got back from their 
camping trip up north there was 
only one picture of someone with 
a fish.  Ken says it’s because he is 
the only one that caught any! 

•  

• Left is one of fish Ken caught. 
 

•  
Gilligan and the Skipper too….No that’s Bill Sabin and Oscar 
showing a carving in a tree of a bear and a coyote near their 
campgrounds. 
 
 

Real Answers 
These are real answers given by children on Science Exams: 
 

Q: Name the four seasons. 

A: Salt, pepper, mustard and vinegar. 
 

Q: Explain one of the processes by which water can be made 

safe to drink. 

A: Flirtation makes water safe to drink because it removes large 
pollutants like grit, sand, dead sheep and canoeists. 
 

Q: How is dew formed? 

A: The sun shines down on the leaves and makes them perspire. 
 

Q: How can you delay milk turning sour? 

A: Keep it in the cow. 
 

Q: What causes the tides in the oceans? 

A: The tides are a fight between the Earth and the Moon. All water 
tends to flow towards the moon, because there is no water on the 
moon, and nature hates a vacuum. I forget where the sun joins in 
this fight. 
 

Q: What are steroids? 

A: Things for keeping carpets still on the stairs. 
 

Q: What happens to your body as you age? 

A: When you get old, so do your bowels and you get 
intercontinental. 
 

Q: What happens to a boy when he reaches puberty? 

A: He says good-bye to his boyhood and looks forward to his 
adultery 
 

Q: Name a major disease associated with cigarettes. 
A: Premature death. 
 

Q: How are the main parts of the body categorized? (e.g., 

abdomen). 

A: The body is consisted into three parts - the brainium, the borax 
and the abdominal cavity. The brainium contains the brain; the 
borax contains the heart and lungs, and the abdominal cavity 
contains the five bowels, A, E, I, O, and U. 
 

Q: What is the fibula? 

A: A small lie. 
 

Q: What does "varicose" mean? 

A: Nearby. (I do love this one...) 
 

Q: Give the meaning of the term "Caesarean Section" 

A: The Caesarean Section is a district in Rome. 
 

Q: What does the word "benign" mean?' 

A: Benign is what you will be after you be eight 
 

 
************************************* 

 
Imagine life as a game in which you are juggling five balls in the 

air. You name them - work, family, health, friends, and spirit - 
and you're keeping all of these in the air. You will soon 

understand that work is a rubber ball. If you drop it, it will 
bounce back. But the other four balls - family, health, friends, 
and spirit are made of glass. If you drop one of these, they will 

be irrevocably scuffed, marked, nicked, damaged, or even 
shattered. They will never be the same. You must understand 

that and strive for balance in your life. 
Brian Dyson, CEO of Coca Cola Enterprises from 1959-1994 

 


